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BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Hann won an overwhelming victory in legislative 
elections m Beirut, sweeping aside Islamic groups 
including the Iranian-backed Hizbollah. according to 
omci 2 d results announced Monday. Mr. Hariri won 
J8,714 out of a total of about 116,000 votes in Sun- 
day s P^S’ 14,000 more than his main rival 
former Pnme Minister Salim Hoss. And the list head- 
ed by die billionaire prime minister, mostly made up 
of wealthy businessmen, swept 14 of the 19 parlia- 
mentary seats up for grabs in Beirut.Three of Mr 
strongesi opponents — Greek Orthodox 
Najah Wakim, Hoss and Tamm am Salam. another tra- 
ditional Beirut Sunni leader and son of former Prime 

(Continued on page 7) 



mes 


An independent Arab political daily pubftsh&ti by 

UjjYI UaMsjl js 



an Press Foundation 

(Mg yljjj* 



Volume 21 Number 6316 


AMMAN TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1996, RABI n, 19, 1411 y 



Syria: Israel blocking peace process 

PARIS (AFP) — Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk AI 
Sharaa accused Israel on Monday of being responsible 
for the current stagnation of the Middle East peace 
process. Mr. Sharaa, who arrived in Paris earlier Mon- 
day for a two-day working visit, told journalists after 
his meeting with French President Jacques Chirac that 
the “extremist attitude” of the Jewish state was to 
blame for the impasse. He warned Israel against any 
military action in Lebanon, where Syria has some 
30,000 troops stationed. “We hope that the Israeli gov- 
ernment does not make any mistake, and reviews its 
policy so that it is aiming for peace.” he said. “The fail- 
ure or collapse of the peace process will be bad for 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraqi army leaves Erbil; U.S. 
says pullout is ‘insignificant’ 

KDP in full control of northern Iraq town; rivals report 
^executions in streets and arrest of Saddam opponents 
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Combined agency 
dispatches 

U.N. OFFICIALS said 
Iraqi troops had withdrawn 
from the capital of Iraqi 
Kurdistan on Monday, two 
days after installing their 
Kurdish allies, but oppo- 
nents of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein reported 
executions in the streets. 

The White House said 
the Iraqi withdrawal from 
Erbil is “‘not terribly signif- 
icant*' and insisted that 
Baghdad must be punished 
for its military action. 

The pull out “is not terri- 
bly significant because they 
still have a significant force 
arrayed around the city,” 
spokesman Michael 
^jMcCuriy told reporters 
' travelling with President 
Bill Clinton. 

The United States esti- 
mated there were around 
three divisions of Iraqi 
troops north of the 36th 
Parallel despite the pullout 
from Erbil, Mr. McCurry 
said. 

“We see no indication that 
they are preparing with- 
drawal back to their origna! 
forward posit ions,” he 


added. 

One U.N. official in Erbil 
told Reuters by telephone 
that “all Iraqis have left 
Erbil. We cannot see any 
more tanks or vehicles or 
artillery. They are about 
five kilometres away now” 
In Ankara, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller also 
said Baghdad's troops had 
left: T know that as of 
today Saddam’s forces have 
withdrawn and that this 
order has been given. We 
are pleased about this.” 

The U.N. official in Erbil 
spoke hours after President 
Saddam ordered his forces 
to withdraw following two 
days of fighting. But an 
Iraqi Kurdish group said 
Baghdad’s troops remained 
and were carrying out mass 
executions. 

“It is not true,” Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
Ankara representative 
Shazad Saib said when 
asked if Iraqi troops had 
left Erbil. captured in a 
joint assault with the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(KDP), the PUK’s rival. 

“(Iraqi troops) have com- 
mitted mass executions in 
Erbil itself of PUK mem- 


bers — some of them have 
been executed in the streets. 
A few hundred have been 
killed. Many hundreds have 
been arrested,” Mr. Saib 
told Reuters. 

He said the KDP was 
guiding Iraqi troops going 
door to door armed with 
lists to find people opposed 
to the Saddam government 

KDP officials said they 
had no comment 

The Iraqi National Con- 
gress (INC) umbrella 
opposition group has said 
Baghdad's troops had exe- 
cuted nearly 100 defectors 
from the army in a camp 
near Erbil, bombed INC 
offices inside the town, 
searched out opposition fig- 
ures and confiscated files 
when it swept into the city 
on Saturday. 

The INC said the Iraqi 
secret sen.’ ice had made its 
headquarters in the former 
Kurdish parliament build- 
ing in Erbil. the administra- 
tive centre of the Kurdish- 
controlled north. 

The Iraqi flag was flying 
over the Kurdish parlia- 
ment building and KDP 
fighters were firmly in 
control, manning check- 


points across the city. 

"Iraqi troops have pulled 
out completely," said Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Poul Dahl, 
head of the U.N. observer 
force in northern Iraq. 

“On Monday morning 
they were five to 10 kilo- 
metres from, the city." 

Col. Dahl told the Danish 
news agency Ritzau that the 
KDP now totally con- 
trolled Erbil and that its 
yellow flag had replaced 
the green one of its PUK 
rival. 

An Iraqi official who 
requested anonymity said 
the withdrawal from Erbil 
meant the United States no 
longer had a reason to 
retaliate against Iraq. 

“The Americans no 
longer have a pretext to 
attack or take any action 
against Iraq." the official 
told AFP in Baghdad. “The 
army has withdrawn and 
no threats bang over the 
Kurdish people any more.” 

The 23,000 U.S. troops 
in the Gulf remained on 
“high alert." 

However, and General 


(Continued on page7) 


No deal yet on PNA-Israel summit; 
Arafat hints at international arbitration 


Jc" W 
: . 
x'lC.i- 

i:y ■ • 
i ifr,- . 

it 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t (Agencies) — Palestinian 
^5 1 President Yasser Arafat, 
putting pressure on Israel, said 
on Monday he might seek 
international arbitration to 
keep the peace process alive. 

"We are committed to the 
peace process and we are 
seeking through all means to 
maintain and protect it and in 
case it faces difficulties, we 


Itai:*'- 

are going to seek arbitration.” 

eos 

Mr. Arafat told Reuters by 


telephone from Gaza. 


Earlier. Palestinian officials 

fk'v.e: 

said Israeli and Palestinian 

x: . . 

negotiators had failed to Find a 

n 

formula to resume full- 
fledged peace talks and 
arrange a first summit 

Rib to boa s! 

between Mr. Arafat and Israeli 

l*6d nude — ' 7: 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

k w 

One PLO official said the 

Palestinians were seeking a 


clear commitment from Mr. 

fc - • - 

Netanyahu to implement all 

■ yu* • 

outstanding issues in Israel- 

Sl.il,-- ■ • 

Palesrine Liberation Organisa- 

viwn': ■ 

tion <PLOl peace deals, such 
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iAas Israeli troop redeployment 

ift S. 

from Hebron and ocher parts 


of the West Bank. 
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Israel, he said, proposed to 
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divert to committees for fur- 
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ther negotiation issues already 


agreed in past pacts signed by 


previous Labour govern- 
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ments. 
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“We asked for reassurances 
this government would hon- 
our the agreements, imple- 
ment them and not seek to 
fragment them," the official, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said. 

Another Palestinian official 
said Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators failed to over- 
come differences blocking a 
summit meeting between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr- Aralat. 

“Our meeting today is over 
and we have not >et agreed on 
setting up a meeting " between 
the Israeli and Palestinian 
L^steaders. the official said. 

^ The discreet talks in a 
Jerusalem hotel involved top 
Palestinian peace negotiator 
Saeb Erakat. Netanyahu 
adviser Don: Gold and Teije 
Lastn, the U.N. envoy w the 
Psfcstinian territories who has 
beta mediating secret con- 
tacts between the two sides 


since mid-August, officials 
said. 

Further talks between the 
two sides were planned, they 
said. 

Palestinian and Israeli offi- 
cials said the main sticking 
point preventing agreement 
on a summit meeting and 
resumption of full-scale 
Israeli-PaJestinian negotia- 
tions concerns Israel's delayed 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank city of Hebron. 

Under the 1995 interim 
agreement on Palestinian 
autonomy in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, Israel was to 
hand 80 per cent of Hebron 
over to Mr. Arafat’s Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA) 
in March. 

Israeli officials say Mr 
Netanyahu wants to alter die 
terms of the agreement to 
improve security arrange- 
ments for the other 20 per cent 
of the city where about 450 
militant Jewish sealers live. 

A compromise was believed 
to have been reached on the 
issue in secret talks last week 
under which the Palestinians 
agreed to reopen discussions 
about Hebron on condition 
that any changes to the origi- 
nal pullback plan be “mutual- 
ly acceptable."’ 

But Mr. Arafat rejected that 
formula during late night talks 
in Gaza City with senior PNA 
officials, officials said. 

“I am a pragmatic man. I 
deal with facts and realities on 
the ground and we hope that 
what has been agreed upon 
and signed will be implement- 
ed,” Mr. Arafat said Monday 
in Gaza. “We are not asking 
for more than the accurate and 
honest implementation” of 
past agreements." he said. 

Mr. Arafat said the ongoing 
talks aimed “to clarify what 
we have to do in the next stage 
and how to push forward die 
situation as a whole." 

‘There are attempts from 
both sides to make something 
concrete.” he said. 

Israeli public radio quoted a 
close Mr. Netanyahu aide 
Mondav as complaining that 
Mr. Arafat “pulled back” on 
the Hebron understanding 
worked out by Mr. Larsen. 
Officials linked the sudden 


Egypt readying MENA 
summit despite threat 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt is proceeding with preparations 
for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) economic 
summit in November in spite of threats to cancel it unless 
progress is made in Palestinian-Israeli peace talks, an 
official said Monday. 

“In spite of the pessimism, fear and doubts concerning 
the peace process, Egypt is going ahead with preparations 
for the conference according to a fixed timetable," Mr. 
Rauf Saad, a foreign ministry official in charge of eco- 
nomic affairs, told journalists. 

“Egypt wants this conference to succeed and any 
advance in the peace process will contribute to its success 
and vice versa," he said. 

The c onference organisers, the World Economic Forum 
(WEF), said in Geneva on Monday that the meeting 
would be held in Cairo on November 12-14. 

Joan Spiro, a U.S. State Department official concerned 
with economic affairs and agriculture, is expected in 
Cairo Sept. 9 to go over the preparations with Egyptian 
officials, a U.S. embassy spokesman here told AFP. 

“This visit was planned some time ago and Mrs. Spiro 
will be accompanied by a team of economic affairs offi- 
cials,” the spokesman said. 

Foreign Minister Amr Musa said Sunday that the Israeli 
military must pull out of the West Bank city of Hebron in 
order for the conference to take place. 

“It is inconceivable for the economic conference to go 
ahead without the withdrawal from Hebron first.” Mr. 
Musa said after talks with his Israeli counterpart, David 
Levy. 

Last week President Hosni Mubarak threatened to can- 
cel the conference if Israel does not take concrete steps 
on the path towards peace. 

Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu lashed out at the 
Egyptian threats. 

r The Egyptian pronouncement constitutes an unfortu- 
nate threat which can only exacerbate tensions in the 
region,” Mr. Netanyahu responded in a statement Issued 
by his office. 

“The Egyptians need this conference more than we do,” 
added a member of the prime minister’s staff. 
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rash to arrange a summit 
which Mr. Netanyahu had 
avoided since coming to 
office in June to a meeting in 
Washington this Thursday of 
international donors to the 
Palestinian territories. 

■■Israel wants to set the 
Netanyahu-Arafat meeting 
before the donors' conference 
to avoid coming under attack 
at the meeting because of the 
stalemate in the peace 
process" since the right came 
to power, one senior official 
said. 

From a practical standpoint 
Mr. Gold and other top Israeli 


negotiators are due to lead 
Israel’s delegation to the talks 
and so have little time left to 
complete their talks on the 
summit Aides said Mr. 
Larsen was due to leave for 
Washington later Monday. 

The summit meeting has 
taken on great symbolic 
importance given Mr. 
Netanyahu’s past fierce oppo- 
sition to the Palestinian auton- 
omy process and Mr. Arafat's 
need to show an increasingly 
sceptical Palestinian public 
dial Israel still acknowledges 
his position as the uncontested 
Palestinian leader. 


Jordan will not^fermit any anti-Iraq 
operations from its territory — King 

HM, in meeting with Shalikashvili, reiterates support 
for Iraq’s people, sovereignty and territorial integrity 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein on Monday reaffirmed 
Jordan's rejection of the use 
of the Kingdom’s territory 
for any military operations 
against Iraq. 

Id talks with General John 
Shalikashvili at Aqaba, the 
King also “reiterated Jor- 
dan’s support for the Iraqi 
people and their legitimate 
rights to protect their coun- 
try’s sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity and indepen- 
dence. “ the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

The agency said the King 
“reaffirmed that Jordan 
would not permit any force 
or party to exploit the extra- 
ordinary situation in Iraq by 
interfering in the affairs of 
that country whose people 
are living through suffer- 
ings” 

Gen. Shalikashvili arrived 
at Aqaba for talks with 
King Hussein from Saudi 
Arabia and left for Egypt 
for regional consultations 
in the wake of the recent 
Iraqi military movements in 
northern Iraq. 

Petra said King Hussein 
reviewed with Gen. Sha- 
likashvili “the genera] sit- 
uation In northern Iraq and 
learnt from him about the 
outcome of his tour in the 
region." 

Present at the meeting 
were Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Hamzeh and Prince Tala! 
Ben Mohammad, head of 
the National Security 
Council, and chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai. 

The meeting was attended 
on the American side by 
Robert Pelletreau, U.S. 
assistant secretary of state 
for Middle Eastern affairs, 
and U.S. Ambassador to 
Jordan Wesley Egan. 

In Amman earlier in the 
day. Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher 

described the weekend’s 



His Majesty King Hussein and Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff General 
John Shalikashvili hold talks at Aqaba on Monday attended by Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Hashem and Prince TalaL Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Chairman of the Jordanian Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
(Petra photo) 


Iraqi military movements in 
northern Iraq as an internal 
Iraqi affair and that the 
Kingdom was not and 
would not be involved in 
the affairs of its eastern 
neighbour. 

Dr. Muasher also said he 
was unaware of any Ameri- 
can request to deploy a U.S. 
Air Force unit in the King- 
dom and categorically 
denied a television report 
that the U.S. was planning 
to deploy an air force 
assault unit in Jordanian 
territory. 

Addressing a weekly 
press briefing. Dr. Muasher 
said Jordan was concerned 
over the situation in Iraq 
but the Kingdom had no 
intention to “intervene" in 
the affairs of that belea- 
guered country. 

Jordan will not be used as 
a base for military opera- 
tions against Iraq," the min- 
ister told reporters. “It has 
been our long-time posi- 
tion.” 

Dr. Muasher described as 
“totally and categorically 


untrue” a Cable News Net- 
work (CNN) report that the 
U.S. Department of 
Defence was planning to 
send 34 advanced jet fight- 
ers to. deploy in Amman. 

“I’m not aware of any 
such request (from the 
U.S.)," the minister added. 

The CNN report from 
Washington late Sunday 
had said that “an expedi- 
tionary force of 34 addi- 
tional aircraft is preparing 
to deploy to a forward base 
in Jordan. They could leave 
as early as tonight.” 

According to the report, 
no decision has been taken 
by the U.S. defence secre- 
tary to respond militarily to 
the Iraqi operations in 
northern Iraq. 

The report came shortly 
before the Iraqi government 
announced that it had 
ordered the withdrawal of 
its armed forces from 
northern Kurdish areas 
after joining forces with a 
Kurdish rebel faction and 
seizing the town of Erbil. 

Dr. Muasher said Monday 


Jordan bad no intention to 
intervene in Iraq and that 
the Kingdom had been 
warning of foreign inter- 
vention in Iraq because of 
the instability in that coun- 
try. 

“Jordan has always 
warned against” such 
developments as those of 
the past two days in Iraq, he 
said. The "deteriorating sit- 
uation” in Iraq has led to a 
fragmentation of the coun- 
try and encouraged “out- 
side forces, like Iran.” to 
intervene in the country, he 
said. 

The reference to Iran fol- 
lowed claims by Kurdish 
factions and an Iranian dis- 
sident group that Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards had 
penetrated up to 40 kilome- 
ters into northern Iraq and 
set up bases in an apparent 
bid to help a pro-Tehran 
Kurdish group which was 
the target of the Iraqi 
army's operations there. 

Dr. Muasher described 
the Iraqi military operations 

(Continued on page 7) 


Between 30 and 50 face 
charges for southern riots 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Between 30 
and 50 people are expected 
to be tried on charges of 
involvement in the Aug. 16 
and 17 riots in the south, 
and 142 of those detained 
in connection with the 
unrest have already been 
released after they were 
found not to have taken part 
in violent actions and sabo- 
tage against property, offi- 
cial sources said Monday. 

A good number of those 
expected to be sent to court, 
perhaps as early as next 
week, are members of the 
pro-Iraq Jordanian Arab 
Socialist Baath Party, 
which has been blamed by 
the government of instigat- 
ing the riots. Others include 
residents of southern towns 
who took pan in attacks on 
government and private 
property. 

All of them are expected 
to be tried by the State 
Security Court, whose 
investigators have been 
questioning the detainees 
over the past two weeks, 
the sources said. 

The sources declined fur- 
ther comment on the sub- 
ject. 

“It is now up to our judicial 
authorities to pass judge- 


ment on the case and there 
will not be any comment 
from the government on the 
nature of charges or any 
other aspect of the cases,” 
said one source. 

Those sent to conn are 
expected to be charged with 
“instigating and sowing 
seeds of sedition” as well as 
“inflicting damage to pub- 
lic property” as well as 
"sabotage against state 
institutions.” Several gov- 
ernment buildings, includ- 
ing a branch of the Civil 
Consumers Corporation, 
were torched/damaged dur- 
ing the two days of riots. 

According to security 
sources, an unspecified 
number of suspects remain 
at laige. The sources 
declined to provide details. 

The Jordanian Arab 
Socialist Baath Pajty has 
denied that it was involved 
in the unrest and blamed 
the government for the 
flare-up, which came three 
days after the executive 
authority raised the prices 
of bread and replaced the 
direct subsidy system with 
a cash compensation 
arrangement. 

At least two journalists 
are also detained on 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan expects Ciller visit 
to boost bilateral ties 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan does 
not see Turkish-Israeli mil- 
itary cooperation as posing 
any threat or danger to the 
Middle East and expects 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller’s visit to the 
Kingdom beginning today 
(Tuesday ) to boost Jordan- 
ian-Turkish relations, 
Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher said Monday. 

Dr. Muasher also said the 
pressing need to address 
the water shortage in the 
Middle East was one of the 
key issues expected to be 
discussed during Mrs. 
Ciller's two-day visit. But, 
Dr. Muasher told a news 
briefing, discussions have 
not reached a point of 
specifics. 

Replying to a question on 
a Turkish-Israeli agreement 
on military cooperation, the 
minister said Jordan “does 
not feel that (the accord) is 
posing a threat or danger to 
the Middle East.” 

“Turkey and Israel have 
had military cooperation 
for more than 15 years 
now,” he said, adding that 
despite such ties “Turkey 
has always been a strong 
supporter of the Arab caus- 
es.” 


The Turkish-Israeli 
accord signed in February, 
which reportedly allows 
joint military training exer- 
cises, has drawn denuncia- 
tion from some Arab coun- 
tries. particularly Turkey's 
neighbour Syria, as well as 
Iran. 

Reports of the accord 
prompted a quick visit to 
Turkey by Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa, 
who said after talks with 
Turkish leaders that Cairo 
was satisfied that the agree- 
ment did not pose any 
threat to the Arabs. 

The issue was raised by 
Syria at an Arab summit 
held in Cairo in June, and 
Jordan had adopted the 
same position at the confer- 
ence as expressed on Mon- 
day by the information 
minister. 

Dr. Muasher described 
Turkish-Jordanian relations 
as “traditionally strong and 
excellent,” and said he 
expected Mrs. Ciller’s visit 
here to boost Amraan- 
Ankara ties. 

Apart from regional 
issues and bilateral rela- 
tions. “water is an impor- 
tant issue" for Mrs. Ciller’s 
talks here, he said. “Turkey 
has an important role to 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Iran renews Afghan mediation, 
offers to host conference 


KABUL (Agencies) — An 
Iranian delegation on Mon- 
day continued talks with 
faction leaders here as it 
reiterated Tehran's offer to 
hold a regional conference 
on the war in Afghanistan. 
As the talks got under way. 
five people were killed, 
including a seven-year-old 
girl, when Taleban. rockets 
slammed into the western 
edge of the capital in appar- 
ent retaliation for a govern- 
ment offensive that began 
earlier in the day. 

Day-long fighting 
between government sol- 
diers and rival Taleban 
troops has forced the clo- 
sure of the road between 
Kabul and Maidan Shahr, 
about 45 kilometres south- 
west of the city. 

“1 tried to get through to 
Maidan Shahr but at the last 
government check post they 
turned me back saying 'it's 
too dangerous."* said Wali 
Jan. a truck driver, who rou- 
tinely plies the rocket rav- 
aged" road. 

A barrage of more than 
one dozen rockers blasted 
the western edge of the city. 
Witnesses said a young girl 
was playing in the din out- 
side a vegetable shop was 
killed when a rocket landed 
nearby. 

Several more people were 
wounded. 

The Taleban militia, an 
army of former religious 
students turned guerrilla 
fighters, is trying to over- 


throw President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani's government. 

There was no one imme- 
diately available from the 
government to comment on 
the latest round of fighting. 

The leader of the Iranian 
delegation. Munaza Sarma- 
di. Iran's deputy foreign 
minister for cultural affairs, 
told a press conference at 
the Iranian embassy here 
that he had met with Presi- 
dent Rabbani and his mili- 
tary strongman Ahmad 
Shah Masood. since arriv- 
ing last Saturday. 

He had also held talks 
with Mr. Rabbani's former 
rival Gulbuddin Hekmat- 
yar. who became prime 
minister in June this year, 
he said. 

Mr. Sarmadi said he 
would next travel to the 
central Afghan capital of 
Bumian to meet with Karim 
Khalili. leader of the oppo- 
sition Hezb-e-Wahdat fac- 
tion. 

Wahdat faction fighters 
are recruited from the Haz- 
ara ethnic group who are 
followers of the Shiite sect 
of Islam, the same as the 
state religion of Iran but 
which is a minority faith in 
Afghanistan. 

Mr. Samardi reiterated 
Iran's offer to hold a 
regional conference in 
Tehran in order to solve the 
war in Afghanistan, but 
declared participation 
would be limited. 

"Only Afghanistan and its 


neighbouring countries 
have been invited to this 
regional conference." said 
Mr. Samardi. 

He said that contrary to 
other countries' proposals 
for a similar conference, 
the five permanent mem- 
bers of the United Nation's 
Security Council, who 
include che United States, 
would not be invited to 
Tehran. 

Although he stressed Iran 
had no wish to "dictate any 
formula" to the Afghan 
people. Mr. Samardi said: 
"Our main policy is to 
encourage other groups to 
join the peace process.” 

In answer to a question he 
said: "War is not a solution 
to the Afghan problem." 

After visiting the Wahdat 
leader in Barman. Mr. 
Samardi said his delega- 
tion would visit Mr. Rab- 
bani's Uzbek rival, ex-com- 
munist General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum in Mazar-e- 
Sharif. 

Last Thursday in a land- 
mark agreement heralding a 
hoped for peace between 
Gen. Dostum and the 
Kabul government, the 
Salang Highway linking 
the north of the country’ 
with the Afghan capital was 
reopened after nearly three 
years closure due to fac- 
tional fighting. 

However. Mr. Samardi 
said on this trip he would 
not be meeting with the 
Taleban movement. 


Palestinian school year opens 
with lectures against Israel 


RAMALLAH (AP> — 
In the first lesson of the 
new school year. Pales- 
tinian principal Khalil 
Husseini delivered an 
unforgiving message to 
his studeiHs?ofo "Israel's • 
policies. 

“Israel does not want 
peace andithe uprising 
will be reborn again.” 
Mr. Husseini told 130 
students at the Dar Al 
Alom elementary 
school in this West 
Bank city. 

Such tough talk mir- 
rors the current atmos- 
phere of hostility and 
suspicion between 
Israel and the Palestini- 
ans. 

The Palestinians see 
expansion of Jewish 
settlements as Israel's 
attempt to undermine 
Palestinian hopes for an 
independent state in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip with East 
Jerusalem as their capi- 
tal. 

"Did you come to 
Jerusalem yesterday?” 
Mr. Husseini asked" 6- 
year-old Jarir Duoud. 

“No. there is an 
army." Daoud replied. 

“And?” prompted Mr. 


Husseini. When the boy 
did not respond, the 
principal added: “It 

imprisons us and kills 
us. ‘ 

Yasser Arafat’s offi- 
cials’ Srt Avarftifrg Ihaf*- 
without progress in the 
peace talks by Israeli 
Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu, 
Palestinians will 

resume the 1986-93 
uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

Mr. Arafat ordered 
teachers all over the 
West Bank to open the 
school year with lec- 
tures against Israel’s 
policies. He also 
implied Friday that if 
Israel did not speed up 
the pace of talks, a 
fresh revolt would 
erupt. 

Graffiti dating from 
the uprising, left on an 
outside wall of the Dar 
Al Alom school, 
promised bloody 

attacks against Israeli 
soldiers and Jewish set- 
tlers. 

But many of the older 
students said they won’t 
repeat the stone-throw- 
ing against Israeli sol- 
diers that characterised 


the uprising. when 
nearly 2.000 Palestini- 
ans. many of them teen- 
agers. died in clashes 
with Israeli troops. 

... Seven; out of lfi L8-=. 

said * fhiV 
would not revolt even if 
told to do so by Mr. 
Arafat'.'*' 

In a classroom 
adorned only with a 
picture of the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
president, many stu- 
dents said they had lost 
faith in the leader of 
their autonomous gov- 
ernment. 

“The authority has 
done nothing for us,” 
said Majdi Khatib. 
“Why should we fight 
for them?” 

“If Arafat wants us to 
pray in Jerusalem, he 
should go there first 
and then all the people 
will follow him.” said 
Rosa Hassan from the 
West Bank's village of 
Si I wad near Ramullah. 

“I know many 
activists in Ramallah 
and they are not plan- 
ning attacks on 
Israelis.” said Moham- 
mad Khader. 
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AUSTRIAN STATE VISIT: Palestinian President Yasser Arafat walks alongside Austrian Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky as the visiting head of state reviews a Palestinian honour guard on Monday upon his arrival at Mr. 
Arafat's Gaza headquarters (Reuters photo) 


Saddam again exposes his 
opponents as split and weak 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
who ordered his troops to 
help a Kurdish faction cap- 
ture a key city in north Iraq, 
has again exploited the 
Iraqi opposition and shown 
it to be anything but a un.it- 
of ousting 
him. i 

The invitation for Presi*- 
dent Saddanf-to intervene in 
the internal fighting in the 
Kurdish-ruled region of 
northern Iraq by rebel 
leader Massoud Barzani 
caught every Baghdad 
watcher by surprise — not 
least Mr. Barzani ‘s Kurd 
rival and Arab opposition 
, factions. 

Mr. Barzani ’s Kurdish 
Democratic Party tKDP) 
and the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) of Jala) 
Talabani had been sharing 
power uneasily in northern 
Iraq since shortly after the 
1991 Gulf war. 

The two Kurdish factions 
are rivals who have shifted 
alliances between Iraq and 
Iran over the last three 
decades. 

Intermittent fighting 
marred their five-year-old 
hold on the enclave until 
fighting flared in mid- 
August" despite U.S. efforts 
to broker a ceasefire. 

The KDP said it looked to 
Baghdad for support after 


the PUK started to get 
backing from Iran in The 
latest fighdng — an allega- 
tion denied by Iran. 

"Saddam has been able to 
exploit the divisions we 
always knew were there 
between the main Kurdish 
. factions." said a Western 
'.diplomat.' in J the ...Middle 
•East. • ’ 

President SadddM's 1 will- 
ingness — and the ease 
with which his forces 
pushed into the Kurdish 
region — threw exiled 
opposition leaders into con- 
fusion and alarmed the 
Western powers protecting 
the Kurds and waiting for 
President Saddam's down- 
fall. "This operation was a 
clear message to the West 
and his own people — he’s 
in charge of his military and 
he will confront any chal- 
lenge to his authority." 
another diplomat said. 

Iraqi opposition groups 
have in the past .years 
grabbed world headlines 
for shedding some light on 
goings-on in Baghdad. 

Their main weapon has 
been the fax machine and 
satellite telephone as they 
attempted to spread news of 
what they say is the resis- 
tance to President Sad- 
dam's iron-fist rule and his 
brutal counter measures — 
though many of their 


reports were proved to be 
exaggerated. 

Their ineffectiveness was 
apparent last year when two 
high-level officials defected 
[©"’Jordan. The opposition 
groups grappled for months 
with how ro deal with them, 
eventually giving President 
Saddam the chance, to lure 
die defectors home and 
thefi ’execute them. 

Arab and Western diplo- 
mats say in fact most oppo- 
sition groups are united by 
only one thing — their 
hatred of the regime. 

They differ on almost 
everything else: ideology, 
aspirations and religion. 
And each has its own — 
very different — view of 
post-Saddam Iraq. 

The dissidents include 
Muslim fundamentalists. 
Baathists. pro-Syrians. pro- 
Iranians. communists, lib- 
erals. democrats and secu- 
larists who are divided eth- 
nically and religiously: 
Kurds. Shiites. Sunnis. Syr- 
iac-Christians and 

Turk omen. 

Diplomats generally dis- 
miss the groups because 
they are so fragmented. 
They believe any change in 
Baghdad has to come from 
the armed forces in the cap- 
ital or from President Sad- 
dam’s inner circle. 

Before the Gulf war of 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-14 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Captain Planet 

15:30 Hp\ Show iSp».'<ns> 

16:00 Bub Morrison Show 

16:30 Corned) — ALF 

17:00 News FI.Lsh 

17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vic Des.int Moi 

17:30 Game Show — 

Pyramids 

18:00 Van die:. — Les Tran<- 
muMejJes de Rennes 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


19:UO 


! MIS 

Magazine — Ushuaia 

| IM. 


19:33 


1 20:00 

DiKTumeman — Man 

1 Aloe 


j 20J0 


i 21:10 

Star Trek - The Ncu 

Generation 

f 


22:20 

Mission Impossible 

23:10 



PR.VYER TIMES 

1)4:13 

Fajr 

05:42 

i Sunrise > Duhu 

12:42 


| 16:23 

‘Am 


Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salk Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra San eta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 

771751. 

.Amman International Church 

Tel. 65252b 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. S45457 
Tlie Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654031 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

b75ewi. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 


Amman 1 S/2 Q 

Aqaba 25/37 

D^erts 17/34 

Jordan Valley .23/36 

Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 30. Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 46 per cent. 
Aqaba 47 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


.M.iehrcb 

.-Will 


CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swcifieh, Tel. S|0?4(J 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


WEATHER 

Bulletin tupi'Ut J by the Depart- 
ment of Metenmlngy. 

Moderate summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with temper- 
atures slightly below average 
and winds northwesterly moder- 
ate to active. In Aqaba, winds 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wisam Hzayyin .748563 

Dc MukhJes Mazahrah 820425 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyim 620 1 1 5 

Dr. MundherAlQraini 779959 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ,...637055 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .OU945 

Shine isani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

N^jib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazin Abu Bakir ...276852 

Al Quds pharmacy „.....( — t 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim 69299 1 

Khalifeh pharmao 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 


Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police S43402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Department 

- ’ 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 ] 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

Amman MurutipaUty Com- 
plain Ls 78711 1 

Telephone Information [direc- 
tory assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls ,.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reports 62310! 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 
66110! 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6S0IG0 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.* 815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636 1 40 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....607U7 1 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845S45 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/?7 

AJ-AhEL. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrwn 777101/3 

A 1- Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen .Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre Tor Heart 

and Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt, Hospital (O/ >983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(091900560 

Ibn Sinn Hospital ..i 09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

i09 >990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Ai Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


09:15 


10:15 Abu Dhabi. Al Win (RJ> 

Kk35 

.Muscat. Dubai iRJi 

10:50 

..Doha. Bahrain iRJi 

14:05 


17:20 


17 JO 

I .rmrlnn (Rl* 


18:25 Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ ) 

19:45 Toronto. Montreal. A ms- 

tenJam (add) (R.I i 

02:50 

M.klriil r R T i 

20:00 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 

(add)tRJ) 


Other Flights 

05:40 

London (B.Al 

09:15 


13:40 


14:00 


14:00 


16:00 


16:30 


19:35 

...Amsterdam (KL) 

20:20 


20:20 

4fl.«n riYi 

21:10 Beirut (ME* 


DEPARTURES 
Roy al Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 Amsterdam. New York 
lRJi 

12:10 ..Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto i RJ > 

13:00 Geneva. Brussels iRJi 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 


22:00 .Tel Aviv ( LY) 

00:55 Buclutresl i RO) 

03:00 ..Kuwait iKL) 

Royal Wings (RWl Flights 

09:50 Aqaba «R\V> 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (R\V> 


13:10 Pairs (RJ i 

13 - 15 Cairo i RJ i 

14:05 London iRJ> 

14:55 Madrid i RJ j 

31:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 ...Bahrain. Doha (RJ> 

21:45 —^.Damascus (RJ) 

22:20 -Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJi 
22:30 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore I RJ) 
Other Flights 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09: 1 5 London i BA ) 

10:15 Cairo iMS) 

14:30 ..Abu Dhabi. Al ’Ain. 
Muscat (GFl 

15=30 Riyadh (SV> 

15; 45 Munich (YP) 

17 ; 00 Rome t‘AZ) 

17*0 Dubai tEK) 

-0:45 Kuwait (XL) 

21:20 Aden iIYj 

23:10 Tel Aviv ("LY i 

0D35 Bucharest (RO) 

04:0U Amsterdam ( KL) 

Royal Wings tRW) Flights 
10:00 Aqaba (Mark a Airport 
l RWl 

20:30 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
proceeding, to QAlAl (RWt 


Baghdad 
accuses ^ 
Ankara of 
double 

i 

standard 


BAGHDAD (.AFP).— fcaq 
on Monday accused Turkey 
of blatant hypocrisy bv 
feeling free to crosh its 
own Kurdish rebellion 
while criticising the Iraqi 
offensive into its Kurdish 
areas. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller on Sunday 
called on Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein to with- ' , 

draw his forces "immedi- -;. A ^ 
ately" and said Ankara 1 

"will take diplomatic steps 
to bring this about.’’ V4 „ , 




ormg Lius «aiuu w - • j 

But Iraq's official A/, .,/i) 
Jumhouriyah newspaper MIA* 

I T. I J _ _f ■ “ 


accused Turkey of double 
standards. 

■‘You allow yourselves to if 
resort to force repeatedly * 
against Turkish citizens, on 
the pretext that they threat- 
en your security, while you 
deprive Iraq of its right to 
end the terrorism and the 
destruction led” by Patriot- 
ic Union of Kurdistan 




1991. when U.S.-led allies 
drove Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait, there were already 
20 Iraqi opposition groups. 
That number rose to more 
than 100 in the months that 
followed writh defections of 
military and political offi- 
cials. 

The groups have since 
formed coalitions and 
alliances to try to limit the 
fragmentation into various 
factions. 

Excluding the Kurdish 
opposition, there are two 
main groups: the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC) 
and the Supreme Council of 
the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq (SCIRI). 

The INC was formed in 
mid- 1992 combining more 
than 30 opposition groups 
that included democrats, 
liberals, secularists and 
Kurds. 

The SCIRI is an Iranian- 
backed coalition of six Shi- 
ite fundamentalist groups. 

It has its headquarters in 
Tehran and maintains an 
army of a few thousand 
deployed near the Iranian 
border with southern Iraq. 

SCIRI. which calls for an 
Iranian-siyle Islamic state 
in Iraq, played a key role in 
u 1991 uprising in southern 
Iraq and. diplomats say. 
seems the only group capa- | 
ble of militar\ action. 


(PUK) leader Jalal Tala- . 
bani. Al Jumhouriyah. said. 

In an open letter to Ms. ' 

Ciller, who it said had ’ 
called for a dialogue . . 
between Baghdad and the 
Kurds. the newspaper 
asked Ankara "to begin a ’’ - „ 
dialogue with the Turkish 1 
Kurds instead of resorting ; 
to force.” 

“Iraq has several times H 
expressed its will to open / 
dialogue with the Kurds," 
the newspaper said. - — ^ 

Iraq said it had helped its _ , ^ q 5 ^3 
ally the Kurdistan Democ- LJ S c [ J 
ratic Party to capture the ' 
city of Erbil from the PUK , 

on Saturday after accusing r n 3 J t * 
Iran of supporting the rival >[ ([C i i 
group. 

Iraqi forces withdrew 
- from Erbil overnight. ' 
according to UJ9-. : " : and 
l^ttther officials, but "U.S. 
military forces in the - _: - 
region remained on high 
alert. U.S. officials said. 


22 Kurds killed in Darkey 


Turkish troops killed 22 
separatist Kurdish rebels in 
four recent clashes in 
southeastern Turkey, offi-w- 
cials said Monday. *v - - • 

The clashes took place in 
the provinces of Sirnak. • 

Van, Diyarbakir and : .r ' 

Hakkari. a statement by the 4 ' 
southeast's regional gover- -“i. 
norshipsaid. r *v; 

It did not mention the 
exact dates of the clashes. ^ 
nor if there were any casu- • 

aides among the security Jar 
forces. £ >• 

More than 20,000 people 
have been killed in vio- 
Ience in southeastern 
Turkey since 1984 when 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
launched its armed cam- ^2^; 

paign for a Kurdish home- 
land. ftlTT 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 am every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. etery 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 ajn. 
every Sunday „ ! 

Att. Amman 5J)0 pjn. every j 
Sunday ’ |‘ 


UpperAower price in fib per kg. 


fil m 

P-m. 


Apple 

„700/500 

Banana 

600/600 

Banana imukhammar) .520/520 

Banana timponed).. 

...„..83(V600 

Carrot 

.......180/100 

Cauliflower. 

.520/350 

Cucumber (laree) ... 

-240/140 

Cucumber tsmall).. 

..... -240/150 

Eggplant 

220/150 

Fia 

33A/750 

Garlic 

650/400 

Grapes. 

380/250 

Lemon 

....J40/350 

Marrow (large) 

25M50 

Marrow (small) , 

.460/300 

Mulukhiah 

100/60 

Onion (drv) 

160/90 

Okra 

900/600 

Pea. cwmi 

Peach 

. 800/500 

Pepper (hot) 

-360/220 

Pepper (sweet) 

350/350 

Pomegranate 

J50/250 

Potato 

JJ50/150 

String Bean 

900/600 

Sweet melon 

400/280 

Tomato 

160/100 

Water melon ... 

,_...20Q/140 
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Minister of Education Munther AI Masri Monday meets with a Saudi delegation to 
discuss potential employment for 400 Jordanian female educators (Petra photo) 

Saudi team holds talks on 
recruiting 400 female teachers 


AMMAN .(J.T.) — A Saudi Arabian educa- 
tion delegation Monday met with Minister 
of Education Munther Al Masri to discuss 
the projected employment of 400 female 
teachers for Saudi schools for the 1996-97 
scholastic year. 

Ministry sources said that the delegation 
was planning to engage the services of 
female teachers for posts at community col- 
leges to train potential teachers and that 
other recruits will be placed in regular 
classes. 

The Saudi delegation had met earlier with 
Minister of Higher Education Abdullah 
Ensour to recruit teachers for community 
colleges and placed public advertisements 
inviting eligible teachers wishing to work 
in Saudi Arabia to apply, sources said . 

Dr. Masri welcomed the delegation and 


maintained that the ministry will offer the 
Saudi officials the necessary facilities to 
engage the services of female teachers 
wishing to serve in Saudi Arabian schools. 

The ministry will allow teachers to con- 
clude contracts to work in Saudi Arabia 
only if they meet requirements set by the 
ministry which include, among other 
things, a two-year active service in the pub- 
lic school system that they might procure a 
two-year leave without pay to work in 
Saudi Arabia or other Gulf states, the 
sources added. 

Another Saudi Arabian education delega- 
tion came to Jordan last month and con- 
cluded contracts with 2,500 male teachers 
who have already left for Saudi Arabia to 
take up their posts there. 


Jerusalem Societies protest 
Israeli ‘illegal actions’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The. 
Jerusalem Societies in Jpr-; 
dan (JSJ) Monday issued 
an appeal to Arab and 
Islamic nations to rally to 
the side of Arabs in 
Jerusalem in their opposi- 
tion to the Jewish onslaught 
on recognised holy places 
as well as their push to 
efface the Arab and Islamic 
character of the holy city. 

The 15-member group 
issued a statement to vari- 
ous Arab governments. 
Palestinian leadership and 
sundry Arab and Islamic 
organisations that Israeli 
authorities have been 
demolishing homes belong- 
ing to Arabs and have 
recently earmarked 500 
such homes for wreckage in 
Jerusalem . 

“The Israeli bulldozers 
have been active in the 
Arab section of Jerusalem 
demolishing homes under 
the pretext that they were 


constructed without proper 
authorisation. Recently the 
premises of a charity organ- 
isation were demolished 
simultaneous to Israeli 
preparations for creating 
thousands of homes for 
Jewish settlers on Arab 
land,” said the statement. 

“Last Friday Israeli forces 
prevented thousands of 
Muslims from worshipping 
ai their holy shrines and 
stopped Christian worship- 
pers nying to pray at the 
Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre in .Arab Jerusalem on 
Sunday at a time when the 
Jewish groups have been 
allowed access into the 
square in front of Al Aqsa 
Mosque prior to admitting 
them into the shrine,” 
added the statement. 

Repons from Jerusalem 
said Israeli securirv forces 
had prevented Palestinian 
men from the West Bank to 
enter Arab East Jerusalem 


on Friday in response to a 
call by Palestinian Tender 
Yasser Arafat to stage a 
mass prayer. 

President Arafat also 
called on Jerusalem Chris- 
tians to flock to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre on 
Sunday and offer mass 
prayers in protest against 
Israeli policies. However, 
turnout for the Sunday 
prayers was as usual, 
according to reports. 

The statement by the 
Jerusalem Societies called 
on the Palestinian National 
Authority to press for 
immediate debate on the 
status of Jerusalem in 
negotiations with the Israeli 
government and appealed 
to Arab and Islamic nations 
to extend material as well 
as moral assistance to the 
.Arab citizens of Jerusalem 
in resisting Israel’s illegal 
actions. 


Conference 

boasts 

participation 
of 200 
specialists 

RAMTHA (Petra) — 
.Nearly 200 chemical 
engineers, teachers and 
researchers in the chemi- 
cal industry in 14 Arab and 
foreign countries gathered 
at the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology 
(JUST) Monday for a 
three-day chemical engi- 
neering conference under 
the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

JUST President Saad 
Hijazi deputised for Prince 
Hassan at the opening ses- 
sion and underlined the 
importance of the meeting 
for the chemical industry 
which is at the base of 
metallurgy, extraction of 
minerals and heavy indus- 
try. 

He said that JUST was 
eager to offer training in 
the field of human 
resources, the employ- 
ment of modern technolo- 
gy and in other research 
related fields as part of its 
contribution towards pro- 
viding skilled workers in 
the development of 
national industry. 

Khalil Halhouli, chair- 
man of the committee 
which prepared the con- 
ference, organised by 
JUST in co-operation with 
the Jordanian Engineers 
Association (JEA), said 
that reports to be reviewed 
at Lhe meeting included 
those dealing with petro- 
chemical industries, 
chemical industries like 
those of cement and fer- 
tilisers. bio-technology, 
electrochemical engi- 
neering. fuel and energy, 
corrosion of metals and 
ways to protect the envi- 
ronment from contamina- 
tion resulting from indus- 
trial waste. 

JEA Vice President 
Husni Abu Ghaida out- 
lined the development of 
chemical engineering in 
Jordan and said that the 
country currently has 
2,150 registered chemical 
engineers who are con- 
tributing to the develop- 
ment of Jordanian indus- 
tries. 

Delegates taking part in 
the conference represent 
Arab countries as well as 
the United Kingdom, Ger- 
many, Poland and Japan. 

Following the opening 
session Dr. Hijazi opened 
an exhibition of domestic 
chemical industrial prod- 
ucts. 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

* Iranian film “Behind the Fire” at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabai Amman at 
7:30 p.m. 

SCIENCE WEEK 

* Fourth Annual Science Week at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre in Amman at 9:00 a.ro. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Batoui .Al Fakiki at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 687598). until 
Sept. II. 

* Works by artist Abeer Abu Joodih at Alia .Art 
Gallery, Jabai Amman, until Sept 5. 

* “Summer *96” exhibition at Darat Al Funum, 

Jabai Weibdeh, until Oct 8. 


University opens 
conference to study 
industrial sector 


.AMMAN i Petra) — A con- 
ference regarding develop- 
ment of the industrial sector 
opened at the University of 
Jordan Monday and was 
attended by industrialists, 
scientists and officials from 
public and private sectors in 
Jordan with the participation 
of several Arab, and other 
foreign nations. 

“This three-day conference 
aims to discuss and tackle 
problems connected with the 
industrial sector in Jordan 
with a special emphasis on 
the engineering industry 
which has achieved a certain 
success over the past three 
decades.’* said Kftaled 
Toukan, dean of the universi- 
ty's Department of Engineer- 
ing and TechnoIog\’. 

He further stated that the 
participants will review 
weak points of the industrial 
sector as well as exploring 
prospects for projected bene- 
fits from industrial experi- 
ments in Norway, Taiwan, 
Australia and South Korea, 
the countries taking pan in 
the conference. 

University President Fawzi 
Gharaibeh addressed the 
opening session, stating that 
the conference takes place at 


a turning point in Jordan's 
history in its endeavours to 
achieve industrial self- 
reliance. 

'The world has been wit- 
nessing great strides in pri- 
vatisation, economic globali- 
sation, advanced technology, 
and industrial development, 
all of which prompt Jordan 
to exert serious efforts to 
become a partner in these 
processes and achieve 

progress,” added Dr. 
Gharaibeh. 

“In the light of regional 
developments at the econom- 
ic level, Jordan faces new 
challenges and new opportu- 
nities for strategic economic 
development both of which 
we must utilise so that we 
can advance in the 21st cen- 
tury," added Dr. Gharaibeh, - 

Representatives of the 
Royal Scientific Society arid 
the Higher Council of Sci- 
ence and Technology organ- 
ised the meeting in co-opera- 
tion with the University of 
Jordan and said the meeting 
provided an opportunity for 
re-examination of the indus- 
trial sector as well as trends 
to facilitate its entrance into 
the global market. 


Tourism ministry to 
police industry pricing 


By Christina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Secretary 
Qeneral of the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Akram Masarweh Monday 
told the Jordan Times that 
new regulations concern- 
ing price-setting, standards 
of hygiene for food and 
beverages, and other relat- 
ed issues for restaurants, 
hotels and motels will be 
launched in the near 
future. 

“The draft has recently 
been studied by the cabi- 


net.” Mr. Masarweh stated, 
“and will hopefully be dis- 
cussed soon.” 

The uew regulations 
have been brought amidst 
increasing complaints 
regarding prices of accom- 
modation and food which 
they consider to be exag- 
gerated, he added. 

A certified price list set 
by the ministry states the 
maximum allowed prices 
which restaurants and 
hotels may charge. 

“The owners may 
decrease prices, but they 
are not entitled to raise 


them,” Mr. Masarweh 
explained. 

The prices set by restau- 
rants and hotels must com- 
ply with the ministry’s 
price list, he added. “If 
they do not the owners are 
obliged to pay a fine in 
accordance with a penalty 
list issued by the ministry. 
The fine must match the 
severity df the violation.” 

He further stated that the 
ministry will convene with 
representatives from the 
hotel and restaurant sec- 
tors in two weeks time in 
order to discuss the matter 


and reach an accord." 

“The owners must list 
prices exterior to the 
restaurants to give their 
potential customers an 
idea of how much they 
might spend”. Mr. Masar- 
weh said and further stated 
that they will discuss stan- 
dards of food and service 
rendered by such institu- 
tions. 

During the meeting the 
participants will likewise 
discuss the establishment 
of an official classification 
of restaurants and hotels. 


Bay’ at Al Imam enters final phase of prosecution 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court Monday 
heard closing arguments 
of the prosecution and 
defence teams in the case 
of a group known by their 
affiliated name Bay’ at Al 
Imam (pledge of alle- 
giance to the leader). 

Seven of the thirteen 
defendants are charged 
with plotting to carry out 
extremist attacks in Jordan 
and illegal possession and 
manufacturing of explo- 
sive materials. 

The remaining six. all 
freed on bail, are accused 
of distributing pamphlets 
slanderous to His Majesty 
King Hussein, • 


State Prosecutor Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Mahmoud 
Obeidat asked the court 
tribunal to indict all 13 
men as charged. 

The defence attorneys, 
however, demanded the 
acquittal of their clients, 
claiming pre-trial confes- 
sions were extracted under 
duress. 

They also questioned the 
legality of the procedures 
taken by the security 
forces as well as the pros- 
ecutor upon anest of their 
clients. 

Recent court sessions 
proved that the 13 men 
were detained by security 
forces for five months 
before being transferred to 
the military prosecutor for 
questioning. 


The defence team 
claimed that during these 
five months, their clients 
were interrogated under 
duress and forced into 
confessing. 

“Any confessions from 
our clients were extracted 
■ while they were tortured, 
and the fact that they were 
kept in detention for such 
an extended period nulli- 
fies their confession, and 
we demand that they be 
declared innocent.” the 
defence team insisted. 

The attorneys also chal- 
lenged the ' prosecution 
charges that their clients 
were distributing pam- 
phlets slanderous to the 
King. 

“The prosecution failed 
to provide any material 


evidence or witnesses that 
our clients slandered King 
Hussein." the attorneys 
avowe n the courtroom. 

A * end of the court 
session, the court tribunal 
decided to adjourn for the 
day and allow time for the 
last defence attorney to 
present his closing argu- 
ments. 

The group believe them- 
selves to be the only “true 
followers" of the Islamic 
faith and do not attend 
mosques or religious insti- 
tutions through their rejec- 
tion of the entire system. 

The maximum penalty 
for illegal possession of 
explosives is death. 


Amnesty International calls 
for pardon in murder case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Amnesty 
International (AI) has 
issued an appeal on 
behalf of Kayed Ahmad, 
who was sentenced to 
death by the Criminal 
Court on’ July 25 for the 
murder of a Salt native 
last year. 

Mr. Ahmad was con- 
victed of robbing, killing, 
and mutilating Mahmoud 
Ensour, 32, in Salt on 
Aug. 14. 

According to judicial 
sources, Mr. Kayed’s case 
is still being reviewed at 
the Court of Cassation. 

In a recent statement 
faxed to the Jordan 
Times, the human rights 
group said it is urging that 
die death sentence 
imposed on Mr. Ahmad 
be commuted if, indeed, it 
receives ratification from 
the Court of Cassation. 

AI called on the govern- 
ment to discontinue the 
death penalty in Jordan 
and urged human rights 
activists to appeal to His 
Majesty King Hussein 
and members of the gov- 
ernment 

The group also 
expressed disappointment 
at the increase in the 
number of crimes now 
deemed punishable by 


death, and at the steady 
increase in the number of 
executions carried out 
over the last three years, 
in the Kingdom. 

Eight people were exe- 
cuted in the Kingdom in 
1995. Seven people have 
already been put to death 
since the beginning of 
this year for various 
crimes. . 

Meanwhile the Court of 
Cassation last week 
referred the case of two 
defendant sentenced to 
death for the murder of a 
relative back to the Crim- 
inal Court for retrial, judi- 
cial sources said. 

Obeid Abdul Ruhman 
Sbeesh, 65, and his 
nephew Jamil Mahmoud 
Sheesh, 31, were sen- 
tenced to death by the 
Criminal Court on April 
22, 1 996, after receiving a 
guilty verdict for the pre- 
meditated murder of 
Amu eh Mahmoud Abed, 
on Aug. 21, 1995 in the 
Nazzal neighbourhood of 
Amman. 

In its ruling, the Crimi- 
nal Court tribunal denied 
a plea of crime of honour, 
which the two defendants 
had claimed. 

Furthermore, the court 
did not allow charges to 
be dropped to reduce the 
sentence “because of the 
heinous nature of the 


crime. 

But last week, the Court 
of Cassation returned the 
case asking the Criminal 
Court for a retrial and to 
consider the family’s 
right to drop charges, the 
sources said. 

The sources told the 
Jordan Times Monday 
that the retrial date is 
expected to be set next 
week. 

According to the prose- 
cution, Amneh was mar- 
ried in the early 1950s in 
the West Bank with her 
father's approval but her 
relatives objected and she 
had been considered an 
outcast' by most of them 
for nearly 45 years. 

After the death of the 
victim's husband she 
asked one of her children 
to reunite her with her 
family. 

On Aug. 21. 1995, one 
month after the victim 
was reunited with her 
family, the two defen- 
dants travelled from Mad- 
aba to Amman and lured 
the victim to a deserted 
area in Jabai Nazzal, the 
prosecution charged. 

Jamil drew his gun and 
shot his aunt four times in 
the head and neck and 
subsequently turned him- 
self into police claiming 
he had killed his aunt in a 


crime of honour. 

Man’s body exhumed for 
further investigation 


Meanwhile, the Crimi- 
nal Court Prosecutor 
Monday ordered the 
buried body of a 39-year- 
old man, who initial 
reports indicated had 
drowned, to be exhumed 
for an autopsy, according 
to judicial sources. 

The prosecutor’s 
actions came following ai 
complaint registered "by 
the family of the deceased 
that their son, identified 
only as Khaljd. might 
have been murdered by 
his wife when they trav- 
elled to Syria. 

The victim had left the 
country with his wife for 
a visit to Syria in August. 
But on Aug. 17, 1996, he 
allegedly drowned and 
his body was sent to the 
Kingdom with a medical 
report indicating that 
drowning, indeed, was 
the cause of death, the 
source said. 

If the autopsy proves 
that the man was mur- 
dered, the prosecutor 
intends to subpoena the 
victim's wife who 
remained in Syria follow- 
ing her husband’s death. 


JD 5,000 prize for research on political evolution 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A JD 5,000 
annual prize, the Wasfi 
Tal Award, will be granted 
to the best research paper 
on the evolution of politi- 
cal thought in Jordan as of 
next year, former Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali announced Sun- 
day. 

The award was named 
after Prime Minster Tal, 
who was assassinated in 
Cairo on Nov. 28, 1971 
while attending an Arab 
League meeting. 

Speaking to reporters 


during a press conference 
held at the Islamic Work 
Studies and Research 
Centre (TWSRC), Dr. 
Majali said this prize is 
meant to honour Wasfi Tal 
and at the same time it is 
dedicated to serving our 
country through encour- 
aging scientific research 
and study. 

“This will encourage 
individuals and institutes 
to become involved in 
solving the problems 
which face various scien- 
tifically-based sectors 
and to document the 
county’s achievements,” 
he said. 


Dr. Majali stated that the 
prize award topics will 
vary each year “as long as 
they benefit the country.” 
Mr. Tal, remembered by 
many as a man posessed 
of a free and outspoken 
mind, was regarded as one 
of the great prime minis- 
ters in Jordan’s history 
According to Dr. Majali, 
a board of trustees includ-. 
ing intellectual's, politi-' 
dans and government 
officials, was formed to 
examine the entries before 
determining the winner. 
The board of trustees • 
will be presided over by 
Dr, Majali. Former Prime 


Minister Zeid Rifai is the 
deputy president. 

In announcing the con- 
ditions of the contest. Dr. 
Majali explained that the 
topic should contribute 
new ideas regarding the 
proposed topic (the evolu- 
tion of political thought in 
Jordan). 

The research topic may 
not be submitted by indi- 
viduals or institutes for 
another prize. 

Die deadline for submit- 
ting all entries is June 30, 
1997. All applicants 
should deliver their work 
to the IWSRC by band or 
certified mail. 
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Last Cali drug lord gives 
Colombia a ‘gift’ — himself 


BOGOTA. Colombia (R) — 
Helmer 'El Pacho* Herrera, 
the Iasi Cali Canel drug 
kingpin still at large, surren- 
dered to police in southwest 
Colombia Sunday in a ges- 
ture he described as “a gift" 
to the nation. 

A national police spokes- 
man said Mr. HerreTa. a 
master of disguise and the 
target of a nationwide man- 
hunt for more than a year, 
surrendered shortly after 
noon 1 1 700 GMT) at a pre- 
arranged meeting place out- 
side the southwestern city 
of Cali, where his criminal 
drug syndicate was based. 

The police spokesman 
said Mr. Herrera, the object 
of a recent U.S. extradition 
request, had surrendered in 
the presence of National Po- 
lice Director General Rosso 
Jose Serrano and other se- 
nior security force mem- 
bers. 

Wearing a blue business 
suit and glasses and looking 
more like a successful bank 
executive than a dangerous 


fugitive. Mr. Herrera told 
reporters shortly after his 
arrest that his surrender was 
"a gift." 

*T believe in Colombian 
justice and its institutions," 
he said. “It was time to give 
the country a truce. This is a 
gift to the country' that has 
suffered and been so stig- 
matised because of drug 
trafficking." 

Six of the seven top lead- 
ers of the Cartel were arrest- 
ed last summer in an un- 
precedented crackdown on 
what has often been des- 
cribed as the world's lead- 
ing drug trafficking organi- 
sation. The 45 -year- old Her- 
rera. considered highly dan- 
gerous. was the only canel 
heavyweight who remained 
at large. 

A reported billionaire. Mr. 
Herrera recently rose to the 
No. 3 position within the 
cartel after the shooting 
death in March of Jose 
Santacruz Londono. his 
closest ponner inside the 
drug organisation. 


U.S. drug experts main- 
tain that brothers Gilherto 
and Miguel Rodriguez 
Orejuela — the undisputed 
leaders of the Cali drug 
mob, arrested in June and 
Aug. 1995 — continue to 
run their criminal empire 
from inside Bogota’s La 
Pieota Prison. 

But the expens had also 
been working on the as- 
sumption that Mr. Herrera 
was taking care of a lot of 
Cartel business on the out- 
side. and his arrest could 
deal a serious setback to the 
syndicate's daily opera- 
tions. 

President Ernesto Samper, 
who has been accused of 
using a fortune in Cali cartel 
narcotics money to finance 
his 1994 election campaign, 
has denied thaL drug lords 
are able to continue operat- 
ing from inside any Colom- 
bian jail. 

In brief remarks to re- 
porters in Bogota, he said 
the Cali cartel was now "fi- 
nished" and the country had 


jp» 






Cali cartel drug kingpin Helmer *E1 Pacho' Herrera arrives to surrender to authori- vemment sources say t 
ties on Sept. 1. Mr. Herrera was the only Call kingpin still at large, authorities said new legislation would r 
I Reuter photo) take effect retroactively. 

Dole blasts Clinton on Iraq, Mideast Homefolk 


closed the book on one of its 
most notorious criminal 
gangs. 

“He (Herrera) was the 
only person from the Cali 
conel's leadership who had- 
n’t been submitted to jus- 
tice," Mr. Samper said. 

U.S. Ambassador Myles 
Frechette also welcomed 
Mr. Herrera's arrest, saying 
the United States was 
“delighted that the unrelent- 
ing pressure of the Colom- 
bian police" had finally 
made it happen. 

That pressure included 
nearly 4(30 raids on apart- 
ments. farms, houses and 
business linked to Mr. Her- 
rera during a manhunt that 
began 16 months ago, a 
police statement said late 
Sunday. 

“Pacho was the last of the 
Cali kingpins still at large.” 
Mr. Frechette said in a state- 
ment. ‘The United States 
government is gratified by 
his arrest." 

U.S. Attorney General Ja- 
net Reno formally requested 
the extradition of the Rodri- 
guez Orejuelas, Herrera and 
Juan Carlos Ramirez Aba- 
dia, a canel enforcer, in 
June. 

The government has re- 
fused to act on the extradi- 
tion requests, arguing that to 
do so would violate a ban on 
extradition written into 
Colombia's constitution in 
1991. 

Legislation introduced 
under Mr. Samper's prede- 
cessor, Cesar Gaviria. offers 
substantial sentence reduc- 
tions to drug lords who mm 
themselves in and confess 
to their crimes. 

That legislation, known as 
the “law of submission," is 
expected to be rewritten in 
the current session of Cong- 
ress to ensure tougher sen- 
tences for drug traffickers. 
It could still benefit Mr. 
Herrera, however, since go- 
vernment sources say the 
new legislation would not 
take effect retroactively. 


WASHINGTON ( R> — Re- 
publican presidential candi- 
date Bob Dole Sunday as- 
sailed President Bill Clin- 
ton's Middle East policy, 
faulting weak leadership on 
Iraq, meddling in Israel and 
“moral confusion" about 
state-sponsored terror. 

In a pair of Washington 
speeches before the U.S. 
National Guard Association 
and the Jewish service 
group. B'nai B'rith. Sen. 
Dole accused Mr. Clinton of 
a “failure of American lead- 
ership" in confronting Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

“Saddam Hussein has 
been testing American lead- 
ership and found it lack- 
ing." Sen. Dole said of Iraqi 
attacks this weekend in 
Kurdish areas of nonhem 
Iraq. 

He faulted Mr. Clinton for 
relegating Iraqi affairs to 
“low level" officials and 
said it was no surprise that 
Saddam Hussein has "ig- 
nored those barely audible" 
U.S. warnings. 

Sen. Dole reealled that he 
objected, but Mr. Clinton 
"acquiesced" when the Uni- 
ted Nations last May decid- 
ed to relax some sanctions 
and allowed some Iraqi oil 
sales. 

“We don’t need to analyse 
Saddam’s actions. We need 
to condemn Saddam's ac- 
tions and do it \cry strong- 
ly." said Sen. Dole. 

Mr. Clinton's spokesman 
Mike McCurry said that the 
president has been on the 
phone with other world 
leaders about the events in 
northern Iraq, where troops 
have apparently intervened 
in fighting between Kurdish 
factions. 

Sen. Dole, though ack- 
nowledging Mr. Clinton's 
"basic goodwill” toward 
Israel, told B'nai B'rith that 
he and running mate Jack 
Kemp could “work more 
smoothly" with the new 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu of the 
conservative Likud Party. 

"The Dole administration 
will find it easy to har- 
monise our policies with 
those of Mr. Netanyahu." he 
said, addinc that he would 


not "pre-empt Israel’s sov- 
ereign right" to its own 
national security policies or 
push for Israel to return the 
Golan Heights to Syria. 

Alluding to Mr. Clinton's 
clear preference for Mr. 
Netanyahu's Labour Party 
opponents in the recent 
elections. Sen. Dole ac- 
cused the president of med- 
dling inappropriately in 
interna! Israeli politics. 

“The Clinton administra- 
tion's intervention in Israel's 
recent election was harmful 
— and embarrassing — tor 
America." said Sen. Dole, 
who referred to the Nazi 
holocaust and his past as a 
soldier wounded in World 
War H. 

The former Senate Repub- 
lican leader aUn lambasted 
Mr. Clinton's policy on Iron. 
Syria and Libya, which he 
called 'Terrorist states." He 
said it was wrong to focus on 
the "root cause" of terrorism 
when the goal should be wip- 
ing it nut. 

“We cannot have an effec- 
tive policy against terrorism 
if our leaders are lost in moral 


confusion." he declared, 
adding that in u Dole admin- 
istration. "There will be no 
more mixed signals to states 
that sponsor terrorism." 

In both speeches. Sen. Dole 
also dwelled on his anti-drug 
stance, a centrepiece of his 
campaign since a survey 
atom 10 days ago showed 
illegal drug use among 
teenagers had gone up since 
President Bill Clinton took 
office. 

Sen. Dole pledged that if he 
is elected president, he would 
restore National Guard fund- 
ing for anti-drug programmes 
to Iduj levels of $230 mil- 
lion from the current S15S 
million and develop ways of 
using the Guard along the 
southwest border with 
Mexico. 

Noting that much of the 
marijuana on U.S. streets was 
now grown domestically. 
Sen. Dole said he would use 
the Guard's intelligence 
capacities to find the Helds 
and send a message to grow- 
ers. “If you're growing this 
trash — beware: You'll be 
whacked, stacked and jailed " 



Republican presidential candidiate Bob Dole shows a 
game given to him by the Air National Guard Major 
General John France on Sept l. during Sen. Dole's 
address to the National Guard t Reuter photo) 


cheer 
Clinton on 
his ‘last 
go-round’ 

LITTLE ROCK. Arkansas 
(Rj — Buoyed by a nostal- 
gic Arkansas sendoff. Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton returned 
to the campaign trail Mon- 
day with Labour Day ral- 
lies in the midwest election 
swing state of Wisconsin. 

In a speech to about 3,000 
friends and supporters at the 
Old State House, where he 
launched his first bid for the 
White House in 1991, Mr. 
Clinton culled his battle with 
Republican challenger Bob 
Dole "our last go-round, 
with the highest stakes for 
the largest number of peo- 
ple." 

“The kind of country we'll 
be at the dawn of die new 
century and a new millenium 
will be determined by this 
election." he said after ask- 
ing his Arkansas allies to 
help him win reclection. 

The mood of the Little 
Rock sendoff rally was 
buoyant because of a variety 
of signs lhai Mr. Clinton. 50, 
is headed for victory — per- 
haps by a substantial margin 
— in his contest with Sen. 
Dole on Nov, 5. 

His aides were elated by 
“October-size" crowds that 
turned out last week as Mr. 
Clinton campaigned by train 
and bus before and after the 
Chicago Democratic Con- 
vention. “A good sign." Vice 
President Al Gore said after 
a post-convention trip with 
Mr. Clinton through Missou- 
ri. Illinois. Kentucky and 
Tennessee. 

The Clinton camp was fur- 
ther heartened by an array of 
polls showing Mr. Clinton 
lending Sen. Dole by as 
much as 21 percentage 
points in spite of a conven- 
tion-week "speed bump" — 
alleged sex-and-security in- 
discretions that forced the 
resignation of Dick Morris, 
Mr. Clinton's top political 
adviser. 





President of Mexico Ernesto Zedillo waves as he arrives to give his address at the leg- 
islative palace Sunday during the second ‘Informe’ or state of the nation address. Mr. 
Zedillo condemned the violence by the new leftist guerrilla and pledged to fight it 
with the full weight of the State (Reuter photo) 

Mexico’s Zedillo condemns rebels 

MEXICO CITY <R> — 

Mexico’s President Ernesto 
Zedillo, delivering Sunday 
his second state of the 
nation address, condemned 
political violence by a new' 
leftist rebel force as “terror- 
ism" and pledged to fight it 
with “the full force of the 
state.” 

“We Mexicans do not 
accept the appearance of 
bloody and outdated upris- 
ings that attempt to close 
the path to democracy and 
... to impose their intolerant 
will on the country." Presi- 
dent Zedillo said at the San 
Lazaro Legislative Palace 
in Mexico City. 

“We do not accept the ap- 
pearance of groups- that use 
terrorism to murder and 
destroy and cause fear." 

President Zedillo, his 
voice breaking with emo- 
tion as he spoke, received a 
standing ovation from legis- 
lators. 

“We will pursue every ter- 
rorist act ... We will act with 
the full force of the state," 
he said. 

’ President Zedillo 

ploughed through his 
speech despite a bizarre 
protest by an opposition 
lawmaker” who donned a 
mask of a pig’s head at the 
foot of the podium where he 

* m . S £J? kl 2?^ Leftist PRD senator Marcos Rascon wears a pigs head 

” n„ ‘ ! mask as he unveils one of u series of protest posters 

* p, ni tinn Pirrv saving “7.2 of the GDP thanks to militarization and 

, ppn, HH l SdfS order by force" during President of Mexico Ernesto 

i -i,ino ih.. L .n.m.ni Zedillo's address to the chamber of senators Sunday 

» c- fe°ad“: I Reuter photo) 

‘Oink oink oink oink. The EPR was not linked The country’s justice svs- 

Television viewers wat- to the Zapatistas, who were tem and police forces were 
ching the live speech were in peace talks with the gov- in need of deep reform 
spared the spectacle as ca- emmem. before they could win the 

meras remained trained on a At least two more people respect and trust of the 
clearly annoyed President died in Sporadic clashes Mexican people, he added. 
Zedillo. Sen. Rascon's par- Friday and Saturday as po- though he pledged to battle 
ty leaders later expressed lice and army forces hunted corruption, 
embarrassment. the EPR rebels in the states He also called for 

Across town up to 3.000 of Miehoacan and Oaxaca, renewed efforts to fmd a 
people took part in a peace- There were no repons of negotiated solution to the 
ful “alternative address" incidents Sunday. 32-month-old Zapatista up- 

while President Zedillo "Those who take recourse rising in the southern state 

spoke. to violence seek to promote of Chiapas. 

Gathered at the landmark repression." President Ze- President Zedillo, who 

Angel of Independence dillo said. ‘The government took office on Dec. I. 1994, 

Monument on the central will not be provoked in that for a six-year term, within 

Reforma Boulevard, the way." weeks found himself bat- 

protesters condemned Pre- Officials say the EPR. tling the collapse of the 
sident Zedillo’s economic which made its first appear- peso and an ensuing deep 
policies for not doing ance just two months ago in recession. He declared 
enough for the poor. the southern state of Guer- Mexico's economic "emer- 

Participanrs included rero. is a hardline Marxist- gency" over, saving the 
debtors' groups, a represen- inspired rebel force with no economy was clearly on the 
rative of the fledgling civil popular support. The EPR road to recovery, 
arm of Mexico's Zapatista accused the government of He projected economic 
rebels and peasant farmers using murder, torture and growth next vear of at least 
from Oaxaca and Guerrero political oppression to four per cent and said 
stales. * maintain a corrupt regime. growth rates in the follow- 

President Zedillo pledged President Zedillo said ing years would be hiuher. 
that security forces would political reforms. including Inflation unleashed bv" the 
respect the law as they hunt a pact between all four main peso crisis was increasingly 
down the rebels of the Po- parties to overhaul electoral under control, he said, 
pular Revolutionary Army laws; meant Mexico was on He said his aovemment 
(EPR). which launched the way to a fully function- would maintain" fiscal and 
attacks on Aug. 28 in sever- ing democracy in which monetary discipline and the I 
al states in which at least 14 political violence was free-floatins: exchange rate ■ 
people died. invalid. of the peso.' * 



The EPR was not linked 
to the Zapatistas, who were 
in peace talks with the gov- 
ernment. 

At least two more people 
died in Sporadic clashes 
Friday and Saturday as po- 
lice and army forces hunted 
the EPR rebels in the states 
of Miehoacan and Oaxaca. 
There were no repons of 
incidents Sunday. 

"Those who take recourse 
to violence seek to promote 
repression." President Ze- 
dillo said. ‘The government 
will not be provoked in that 
way." 

Officials say the EPR. 
which made its first appear- 
ance just two months ago in 
the southern state of Guer- 
rero. is a hardline Marxist- 
inspired rebel force with no 
popular support. The EPR 
accused the government of 
using murder, torture and 
political oppression to 

maintain a corrupt regime. 

President Zedillo sard 
political reforms, including 
a pact between all four main 
parties to overhaul electoral 
laws; meant Mexico was on 
the way to a fully function- 
ing democracy in which 
political violence was 

invalid. 


The country's justice sys- 
tem and police forces were 
in need of deep reform 
before they could win the 
respect and trust of the 
Mexican people, he added, 
though he pledged to battle 
corruption. 

He also called for 
renewed efforts to fmd a 
negotiated solution to the 
32-month-old Zapatista up- 
rising in the southern state 
of Chiapas. 

President Zedillo, who 
look office on Dec. 1. 1994, 
for a six-year term, within 
weeks found himself bat- 
tling the collapse of the 
peso and an ensuing deep 
recession. He declared 
Mexico's economic "emer- 
gency" over, saving the 
economy was clearly on the 
road to recovery. 

He projected economic 
grow th next year of at least 
lour per cent and said 
growth rates in the follow- 
ing years would be higher. 
Inflation unleashed by" the 
peso crisis was increasingly 
under control, he said. 

He said his government 
would maintain fiscal and 
monetary discipline and the 
free-floating exchange rate 
of the peso. 


Perot slams main parties in ‘infomercial’ 


DALLAS (R) — Billionaire 
businessman Ross Perot, 
running far behind his rivals 
in all presidential campaign 
polls, urged voters Sunday 
to abandon the two main 
parties he said have bank- 
rupted the counny. 

Turning to the half-hour 
“infomercials” that were the 
trademark of his 1992 cam- 
paign for the White House. 
Mr. Perot, nominee of the 
Reform Party that he found- 
ed and largely financed 
from his personal funds, 
accused Democrats and Re- 
publicans of running up a 
huge government debt and 
selling out to special inter- 
est groups. 

"fn plain talk, we are 


bankrupt.” Mr. Perot said 
during the 50-minute tele- 
vised campaign ad broad- 
cast on ABC. “ 

He said the United States 
has lost more than 2.5 mil- 
lion jobs and run up mas- 
sive trade deficits to Asia 
and Mexico because of 
"one-sided" trade treaties 
and called for urgent reform 
of the social security system 
as w ell as (he publicly'fund- 
ed Medicaid and Medicare 
health programmes. 

Although he did not men- 
tion President Bill Clinton 
or Republican candidate 
Bob Dole by name, the ma- 
verick Texan also took a 
swipe at the tax cut promis- 
es of both men. 


"We love free candy — 
the politicians know that — 
but we also know that there 
is no Iree candy." Mr. Perot 
said, adding that rax cut 
policies failed spectacularly 
in the 1980s. 

"E\en the people who cre- 
ated it called it “voodoo 
economics.’ it w ill put us in 
deep voodoo if we ao 
through this again," he said. 

Mr. Perot won 19 per cent 
of the popular vote in 1992 
and was last month named 
the candidate of his fledg- 
ling Reform Party, but most 
recent polls showed him 
with less than 10 per cent 
support rhis lime around. 


Police arrest \ 

woman for picking If 

flower 

COWES. England (AFP) 

— A civilian police watch- 
dog was investigating 
Monday whether officers 
overreacted in arresting, ^ 

fingerprinting 'and interro- !;■ 

gating a young woman for 11 

picking a flower in a gar- 
den in back of a pub. T\vq « 
police officers in this town ; 
on the Isle of Wight drove 
Claire Bowles, 21, 10 kilo- 
metres to the police station, 
booked her, jailed her and 
questioned her for an hour- 
and-a-half on July 29 after : 
they saw her pick a red car- \ 

nation from a pub garden, 
according ro press reports. 

Brian Drake, a local coun- U 

cillor who is also chairman r 
of the island's Police and : 
Community Liason Com- 
mittee and a member of the 
Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Police Authority, -i 
said he would seek a full ^ 

inquiry-. On the face of it ( 
he said, the police reaction 
appeared ro be "over the 
top,” and a poor use of ■' 

police time. "There are 
serious problems in Cowes 
and this is not one of 
them.” he said. “I would 'S 

have thought a 1 ticking-off 
w-ould have been better 
than carting somebody off 
to a police cell.” Ms. 
Bow’les said she was final- 
ly released with an official 
warning, but was left with 
a police record. “There 
were lovely red blooms and 
I picked one to smell,” she 
was quoted as saying. “All 
of a sudden two police offi- 
cers came marching to- 
wards me. One grabbed me 
by the arm and told me I 
was under arrest. T -t ’ 
thought it was a joke. You 
would think they would 
have something better to 
do. They said it was time I 
grew up and that picking a 
flower was a serious of- 
fence. I had to sit in a cel! 
with dried blood on the 
walls.” Inspector Mark 
Bell of the Isle of Wight 
Police said Ms. Bowles 
.was interviewed for. -three 
minutes, not an hour-and- 
a-balf. He said a lawyer 
was present at her request 
and that the officers had 
seen her "intentionally J 

uproot flowers and throw' 
them on the ground." 

Indian group up in 
arms against Miss 

World v 

T- 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
Muslim women's group : 

Monday urged Indian 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda to shelve the Miss 
World contest, due to be 
held in the southern city of 
Bangalore in November. I. 

‘This dirty show will injure ; 

the modesty of Indian wo- 3 

men.” the Bangalore-based 
Muslim Women’s Welfare 
Organisation said in an . 

open lerter to Mr. Deve J 

Gowda It urged the prime 
minister to ensure that the . 

"nude and shameful show” " 

was not held in India. The 
appeal came three days 
after a militant Indian 
farmers’ leader called for 
“direct action” against the 
proposed pageant, being 
held in the country for the 
first time. Another wo- 
men's group in Bangalore - 

has threatened to stage 
“suicide attacks” to sabo- > 

tage the show, organised by T 

the Amitabh Bachchan { 

Corp. Ltd. Miss World con- 
test was held in London 
from its start in 1951 until | 

I9S9 when it moved to Sun 
City in South Africa. In- v 

dian model Aishwarya Rai 
won the Miss World title in 
1994. the same year 
Sushmita Sen was crowned 
Miss Universe. 

Chinese child held 
for burglary 

HONG KONG ( AFP) — A 
10-year-old boy who en- 
tered Hong Kong illegally 
from China was arrested 
here Monday on suspicion 
of burglary, a police 
spokesman said. The boy. 
who entered Hong Kong '■* 
from neighbouring Shen- 
zhen with a friend hidden 
in a container truck, was $ y 
auested when he was seen i 

near two flats which had 
been burgled. His friend 1 

and alleged accomplice • 

escaped. A total of $5,570 i 

worth of property was 
reported stolen from the 
flats. • 
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Philippine President Fidel Ramos (centre) grins while watching Muslim rebel chief 
Nur Misuari (right) exchange signed peace agreement documents with Philippine 
government peace negotiator Manuel Yan during ceremonies at the presidential 
palace in Manila Monday (Reuter photo) 


Thousands of Fihpmos stage a rally supporting the peace pact between the Philippine government and Muslim 
rebels in Manila Monday. The peace pact was signed inside the presidential palace in a glittering ceremony ending 
years of war that killed more than 125,000 people in the southern Philippines (Reuter photo) 

Protests as Manila, Muslim rebels sign peace pact 

MANILA (AFP) — The 
Philippine government and 
separatist Muslim rebels 
signed a hisroric peace 
treaty ending 24 years of 
civil war Monday, but faced 
immediate opposition from 
Christian protestors and 
hardline Islamic guerrillas. 

Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLFi Chairman 
Nur Misuari, chief govern* 
ment negotiator Manuel Yan 
and observers from rhe 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference iOIC) signed 
the agreement at the presi- 
dential palace. 

President Fidel Ramos, a 
former general in the cam- 
paign against the guerrillas, 
embraced his old enemy Mr. 

Misuari after the signing. 

However, both sides ad- 
mitted it will take years for 
people in the main southern 
island of Mindanao to taste 
the fruits of the accord after’ 
a conflict which has killed 
120.000 since 1972. 

The agreement creates an 
MNLF-ied council to over- 
see development projects in 
14 Muslim-populated, but 
predominantly Christian 
provinces in Mindanao, 
whose infrastructure is 20 
years behind the rest of Lhe 
country. 

The , South Philippines 
Council for Peace and De- 
velopment will last until 
1998. when a referendum 
will be held to determine 
which among the 14 pro- 
vinces under its banner will 
join an autonomous Muslim 
region. 

■The root causes that led 
to this decades-old conflict 
will not go away just be- 
cause we have signed this 
agreement" Mr. Ramos 
warned at the ceremony. 

■'The more complex and 
arduous task of peace and 
development has just be- 
gun," he said. 

Mr. Misuari. 55. described 
the situation in Mindanao as 
■’volatile.” 

“The most fundamental 
problem that we face is how 
are we to establish peace.” 
he said, in an apparent refer- 
ence to the presence of 
extremist Muslim groups 


that have been left out of the 
agreement and dozens of 
armed gangs engaged in 
kidnappings and robberies. 

In a sign of possible trou- 
ble to come, angry Christian 
demonstrators paraded with 
mock coffins and flew 
Philippine flags at half-mast 
in the key southern cities of 
Iligan and Zamboanga. 

About 4,000 residents of 
Iligan. in Mindanao, took 
pan in a protest rally. 

Pro-government bill- 
boards set up beside major 
streets to celebrate the trea- 
ty were defaced overnight, 
and anti peace-pact posters 
put up. 

In Zamboanga, a major 
Chrisnan-Muslim city and 
nerve centre of the mili- 
tary’s Southern Command, 
scores of cars and other 
vehicles formed a noisy 
motorcade behind two 
mock coffins symbolising 
the "death of democracy" in 
the region. 

Iligan City Council mem- 
ber Lawrence Cruz said: 
“Here in Iligan. there is only 
mourning, cries of sorrow 
nor joy. Look at our flag. It 
is at half mast. Svmbol of 


mourning because democra- 
cy has died.” 

A hardline Muslim rebel 
group, the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF). 
vowed to continue its strug- 
gle for self-rule. 

Ghazali Jaafar, MILF 
vice-chairman for political 
affairs, predicted his group 
would recruit disaffected 
MNLF fighters. 

“We do not accept the 
peace agreement.” Mr. Jaa- 
far told AFP. saying it 
would not change the situa- 
tion in Mindanao. 

Since the MNLF has ag- 
reed to cooperate with the 
government, it means the 
“only legitimate revolution- 
ary group in Mindanao is 
the MILF,” he said. 

The radicals are threaten- 
ing to step into the breach 
left by Mr. Misuari, who 
will run as governor of an 
existing four-province Au- 
tonomous Region for Mus- 
lim Mindanao (ARMM) 
later this month as part of 
the peace programme. 

The main Philippines' 
leftist group, the New Na- 
tionalist Alliance, also con- 
demned the accord, accus- 


ing Mr. Misuari of being co- 
opted by the government 
and of “betraying the (Mus- 
lim) people's struggle for 
sel f-determinat ion." 

Mr. Misuari himself com- 
plained the agreement w'as 
faulty because it did not 
give police powers to the 
MNLF to deal with lawless 
groups. 

He said the MNLF will 
cooperate with government 
troops, “but don’t expect us 
to in the frontlines be- 
cause we will nor be wield- 
ing any arms.” 

Onl> 7.500 of the estimat- 
ed 20.000 MNLF fighters 
will be integrated into the 
armed forces and the police 
■while the rest will be dis- 
armed under the terms of 
the agreement. 

On an international level, 
the agreement was hailed by 
Japan. Malaysia and Aus- 
tralia as a boost for stability 
in South East Asia. 

But as the peace was 
sealed, the military an- 
nounced that a guerrilla 
from the MNLF splinter 
group Abu Sayyaf and his 
wife were killed in a raid by 
Marines at the weekend. 


French and Russian 
cosmonauts return 

Moscow (Ri — France's first woman in space and two 
Russian cosmonauts returned to earth Monday and officials 
said their mission to the orbiting Mir station had been suc- 
cessful. 

A mission control spokeswoman said the capsule with 
ciaudie Andre- Desha v>. Yuri Usachev and Yuri Ooufrien- 
ko had landed at 11.41 a.m (0741 GMT) in Steppeland 
some 110 kilometres south west ot the planned new 
Ka2ukh capital Akmola. 

‘The cosmonauts are in good condition... They have left Lhe 
capsule...and erected ground specialists with smiles.” she said. 

Andre- Desha vs spent lb da>s aboard Mir carrying out bio- 
logical and medical experiments. Usachev and Onufnenko 

have heen on Mir since February. ...... 

A French space agency spokesman said officaJs were al- 
lied with Ms. Andre- Desha;. s' mission, “bhe worked well, he 
said, adding that the cosmonaut would now undergo post- 

fliahe medical tests near Moscow. 

Russians Vaierv Korzun. Alexander kalery and US. astro- 
naut Shannon Lucid are still aboard Mir. although LucuL on 
her first mission io Mir. will leave this month aboard a U.S. 

^[n^Paris the dailv Le Monde quoted French Junior Space 
Minister Francois Filion as saying an agreement was signed in 
Moscow Monday for a French i.stronaui ro spend four months 

‘^^^.wkomniunica.ion. and Space Minify had 

no immediate comment on the report. Andre- 

Mr. Filion spoke in Moscow before heading to a reei Andre 

De*>ha\ s uii her return ro Earth. 


Yeltsin takes medical tests, 
needs rest, agency says 


MOSCOW (Ri — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
dogged by health scares, 
has had a series of medical 
tests and a course of “pre- 
ventative” treatment and 
needs rest, ITAR-TASS 
quoted a highly-placed 
Kremlin source as saying 
Monday. 

The agency gave no 
details about the tests or 
what treatment the presi- 
dent, who has been on holi- 
day outside Moscow for the 
last week, had undergone. 

The Kremlin has been 
repeatedly forced to deny 
that Mr. Yeltsin, who suf- 
fered two minor heart at- 
tacks Iasi year, is ill again. 

But the president. 65. has 
more or less disappeared 
from (he public eye since 
late June. He made ap- 
peared on Aug. 9 at his in- 
auguration for a second 
term in office and has been 
seen a couple of times on 
television. 

TASS quoted the source as 


saying that Mr. Yeltsin felt 
“alright” and that the main 
thing for him was to rest. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s aides have 
insisted the president is sim- 
ply worn out after a gruelling 
reelection campaign and 
needs to rest. 

TASS quoted the Kremlin 
source as saying Mr. Yeltsin 
would continue his vacation 
and that he had no plans to 
leave the Moscow region. 

The source said Mr. Yeltsin 
was closely following devel- 
opments in breakaway 
Chechenya. where security 
chief Alexander Lebed 
signed a peace deal early 
Saturday which he said 
ended the 20-month war. 

Mr. Yeltsin has appointed 
Gen. Lebed as his special 
envoy to the region with vast 
but unspecified powers to 
end the war. To the surprise 
of many, Mr. Yeltsin has so 
far failed to meet Gen. 
Lebed- fuelling the rumours 
he is too ill to handle affairs 
of state. 


Chernomyrdin welcomes 
chechen deal — lebed aide 


MOSCOW (RI — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin views the peace 
plans for breakaway Che- 
chenya brokered by security 
chief Alexander Lebed as 
successful, Gen. Lebed’s of- 
fice said in a statement 
Monday. 

The statement, released 
after a .meeting between 

Gen. Lebed and Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin. said the prime 
minister was satisfied that a 
peace agreement signed Sa- 
turday did not differ funda- 
mentally from an earlier 
draft document. 

The statement said Mr. 
Chernomyrdin was ready to 
participate in further efforts 
to regulate the situation in 
the republic. 

Noting that both sides had 
agreed not to use force, the 
statement said the peace 
plan was creating the pre- 
conditions for the formation 
of a transit] onary coalition 
government in Chechenya, 
where separatists seek full 
independence from Russia. 

“Ail this, as was already 
stressed at the meeting, 
points to an optimistic fore- 
cast for the future,” it said. 

Gen. Lebed, who returned 
at the weekend from signing 
the deal with separatist lea- 
ders, has yet to win appro- 
val for the agreement from 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
last week that Mr. Yeltsin 
had approved Gen. Lebed's 
draft proposals. 


But amendments were 
made during negotiations 
with rebel Chief-of-Staff 
Aslan Maskhadov and Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said Sunday 
he needed to discuss the ac- 
cord again with Gen. Lebed. 

The amended deal defers 
a final decision on Chechen 
claims for independence for 
five years and commits 
Moscow to pulling out the 
troops sent to crush a seces- 
sion bid in December 1994. 

It also sets up a joint com- 
mission to oversee econom- 
ic reconstruction and the 
withdrawal of troops. 

A spokesman said Mr. 
Yeltsin also wanted an 
account of the latest accord. 
But aides could not say if 
the president would meet 
Gen. Lebed. 

Gen. Lebed, 46, chosen by 
Mr. Yeltsin as his security 
chief in June after he took a 
strong third place in the first 
round of Russia’s presiden- 
tial election, has sometimes 
seemed out on a limb during 
his Chechenya negotiations. 

But Kremlin spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky told 
Russian Television that Mr. . 
Yeltsin had “normal, work- 
ing, businesslike” relations 
with Gen. Lebed 
Analysts have also specu- 
lated that Gen. Lebed and 
Mr. Chernomyrdin have 
been wrangling over Che- 
chenya to further their own 
careers if something hap- 
pens to Mr. Yeltsin and elec- 
tions are held early. 

The situation in Chechen- 


ya has been calm since an 
initial deal was signed and 
most Russian forces and 
rebel units have now left the 
capital Grozny, the scene of 
heavy fighting last month. 

ITAR-TASS news agency' 
said the separatists had 
installed their own regional 
commanders in several 
towns, ousting leaders ins- 
talled there by the Russian- 
backed administration of 
Doku Zavgayev. 

Mr. Zavgayev, who is re- 
sented by the separatists as 
a Moscow puppet, told 
TASS he expected to play 
an important role in a future 
coalition government. 

A host of problems remain 
as both Gen. Lebed and the 
rebels try to convince hard- 
liners in their own camps 
that it is a good deal. 

“This wound will keep 
bleeding for a fairly long 
time,” former Russian act- 
ing Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar told Russian Tele- 
vision. “The scars of such a 
war are hard to heaJ.” 

Separatist leader Zelim- 
khan Yandarbiyev said the 
agreement was "a serious 
step towards peace” but he 
warned of a danger coming 
from “the party of war” — 
those in the Russian estab- 
lishment who want to con- 
tinue the 21 -month conflict. 

His assertion that his side 
had made no concessions — 
“We are an independent 
state,” he told reporters — 
was unlikely to help Gen. 
Lebed to convince sceptics 


in Moscow. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev also in- 
sisted all Russian troops be 
withdrawn. 

Moscow has in the past 
said it would remove all 
those based “temporarily” 
in Chechenya. leaving its 
“permanent” garrison. 

Meanwhile. Interfax 
News Agency reported the 
Russian military accusing 
Chechen rebels Monday of 
failing to respect the with- 
drawal deadline for demili- 
tarising Grozny. 

“The deadline for demili- 
tarisation of the city has 
been violated by the sepa- 
ratists." a spokesman for the 
military said. 

Under a ceasefire ending 
almost 21 months of war. 
both sides are to leave 
Grozny, which was cap- 
tured earlier this month by 
the separatist rebels, except 
for small joint patrols to 
keep order in the city. 

“There are about 1.000 
armed men in the city w'ho 
apparently have nothing to 
do with the joint patrols,” 
the spokesman said. 

However, he was quoted 
as saying that the joint 
patrols would check for the 
alleged groups of fighters 
and if the reports were 
unfounded, Russian troops 
would continue their with- 
drawal from Grozny. 

He also said that prisoner 
exchanges, agreed to in the 
ceasefire, “have virtually 
stopped.” 


Japanese 

warships 

visit 

S. Korean 

PUSAN, South Korea (R) 
— Waving their white caps 
in greeting. South Korean 
sailors Monday welcomed 
into port the first Japanese 
warships to visit since 
World War U, signalling 
warmer ties between the 
two Asian adversaries. 

The 4.050-tonne training 
ship Kashima and 2,950- 
tonne destroyer Sawayuki 
docked to the strains of a 
Japanese brass band play- 
ing When The Saints Come 
Marching In. 

Their goodwill visit to 
the southern port of Pusan 
would have been unthink- 
able just a few months ago 
when South Korean fighter 
jets were conducting mock 
attacks over a group of 
islands claimed by both 
Seoul and Tokyo. 

Anti-Japanese protesters 
were kept well away from 
the Pusan Port by riot 
police. 

About 20 demonstrators, 
mostly elderly men. were 
held back as they tried to 
mob a black limousine 
whisking Japanese officers 
into town. “Go home, stay 
away,” they shouted. 

The visit was made pos- 
sible by a meeting in June 
between Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryu taro Hashi- 
moto and South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam. 

They agreed to bury cen- 
turies of enmity to prepare 
for the joint hosting of the 
2002 soccer World Cup. 

In what was dubbed the 
“soccer summit,” Mr. Ha- 
shim oto said he apologised 
“from the bottom of my 
heart” for one of the dark- 
est episodes in Japan's 
1910-45 colonial occupa- 
tion of Korea — the sexual 
enslavement of thousands 
of Korean women and girls 
in Japanese military broth- 
els. 

Monday's ceremonies 
were relatively low-key *— 
officially, the visit returns a 
similar courtesy call to Ja- 
pan by die South Korean 
Navy in 1994. 

About 100 Korean sai- 
lors standing in formation 
at the dockside removed 
their caps and waved as 
tugs manoeuvred the ves- 
sels to their moorings. Sai- 
lors lining the decks of the 
Japanese ships returned the 
gesture. 

The ships are carrying 
500 officers and enlisted 
sailors. 



A South Korean Navy brass band plays a welcoming song as the Japanese Navy ship 
K a shim a prepares to dock in the port of Pusan Monday. This is the first visit by a 
Japanese Navy ship to South Korea since the end of World War II, which marked the 
end of Japan's colonisation of Korea (Reuter photo) 

‘Condemned’ loyalist’s parents house bombed 


BELFAST (R) — The home 
of the parents of a Pro- 
British Northern Ireland 
“loyalist" ordered to leave 
the country by his former 
associates was bombed ea- 
ly Monday, police said. 

They said a device was 
thrown into the home of the 
parents of Alex Kerr, an 
associate of Billy Wright, a 
controversial Protestant mi- 
litant who faces a death 
threat from loyalist mili- 
tants for opposing their 
ceasefire strategy. 

Police said Mr. Kerr’s 
parents were treated for 
shock but escaped serious 
injury when the device 
exploded in the living room 
of their home on the out- 
skirts of Belfast. 

Mr. Kerr himself is in jail 
facing charges connected to 
an attempted show of 
strength by armed loyalists, 
so called because of their 
unswerving allegiance to 
the British' crown and oppo- 
sition to Catholics who 
want Ireland reunited. 

He and Mr. Wright were 
ordered to leave Northern 
Ireland by the Combined 
Loyalist Military Command 
(CLMC), the umbrella 
group for loyalist militia 
fighting ro maintain British 
rule. 

The attack highlighted 
tensions in the Loyalist 
movement over a 23-month 
ceasefire they called to get 
their political spokesmen 
involved in Northern Ire- 
land peace talks. 

Mr. Wright, known as 
“king rat” to his supporters, 
is reported to be the com- 
mander of the mid-Ulster 
branch of Ulster Volunteer 
Force (UVF) guerrillas, 
which killed 900 Catholics 
in a 25-year war to avenge 
attacks bv Irish Republican 


Army (IRA) units. 

He has survived six assas- 
sination attempts by the 
IRA, which wants an end to 
British rule, and has served 
one jail term for security 
offences but has never been 
imprisoned for membership 
of the outlawed UVF. 

Mr. Wright opposes the 
CLMC's strategy of main- 
taining a ceasefire and is 
suspicious of the peace 
talks because of the in- 
volvement of the Irish gov- 
ernment. 

He was given until mid- 
night Saturday to leave Nor- 
thern Ireland but says he has 
no plans to quit his home 


and claims widespread sup- 
port in the Portadown area 
south of Belfast. 

David Trimble, leader of 
the province’s most power- 
ful mainstream Protestant 
party, has called for media- 
tion to end the dispute, 
which threatens to lead to 
the expulsion of the UVF’s 
political spokesmen from 
the peace talks. 

Mr. Trimble, leader of the 
Ulster Unionist Party, said 
at the weekend that an 
attack on Mr. Wright would 
infringe the principles of 
non-violence which all par- 
lies to the peace talks have 
to espouse to take part. 



Leading loyalist Billy Wright watches a protestant 
Royal Black Preceptor)’ inarch is his home town on 
Aog. 31. Mr. W'right is defying a warning issued by loy- 
alist extremists who gave him a 72 hour deadline to 
leave Northern Ireland (Reuter photo) 
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Ball in Israeli court 


THE FATE of the third Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA l economic conference scheduled to 
take place in Egypt next November appears to hang 
in the balance in light of the rising tension between 
the Israelis and the Palestinians. With the redeploy- 
ment of the Israeli army in Herbon still on hold, in 
Clear violation of the Oslo and Cairo agreements, and 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s decision to 
expand Jewish settlements in the occupied territo- 
ries. the tension between the two sides has reached a 
new high, threatening in the process to derail the 
entire peace effort. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa, whose coun- 
try is to host the MENA conference, sounded the 
alarm over the deteriorating political climate when 
on Sunday he issued a clear warning that the eco- 
nomic meeting may not be held if Israel persists in 
pursuing its foot-dragging tactics. “It is unthinkable 
to conceive that the economic conference will take 
place before a withdrawal from Hebron,” Mr. Musa 
said at a joint news conference at the end of the offi- 
cial visit by Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy to 
Cairo. “We cannot speak of regional cooperation 
when the peace process is paralysed,” he added. 

With this Egyptian warning, the Israelis are being 
served with a clear notice that the high hopes pinned 
on all the MENA conferences could be dashed should 
there be no rapid movement on the Palestinian track. 
The Israeli government should heed the Cairo warn- 
ing because ft reflects other Arab and Islamic views 
as well. The prime minister, Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
said as much after he concluded a meeting with 
President Yasser Arafat several days ago when he 
declared that Jordan continues to believe in the 
Egy ptian leadership of the peace effort on the Arab 
side. 

With t.bj& in mind, we just hope that the impending 
Neta ny ahtJ- A r a fa l encounter, which is expected to-' 
take place”" >oon, would succeed in untying the knots 
that have precluded a real and genuine movement on 
the Palestinian front We hear that marathon, 
behind-closed -doors meetings are being held 
between Israelis and Palestinians to draw a frame- 
work for the upcoming meeting between the Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders. Note is also duly taken of 
reports that new agreements in principle are being 
ironed nut between the two parties on several issues 
including Hebron. But what is even more important 
than breakthroughs brought about by pressures is a 
genuine change of heart on the part of Netanyahu 
about the Palestinian people and their pniitjcal and 
economic rights. There is not much sense in arriving 
at intermediate solutions nr even final ones for that 
mutter if the new Israeli government has to he 
squeezed and arm twisted at every juncture. Above 
all it is the attitude and state of mind of the 
Netanyahu team towards the Palestinians and all 
Arabs in fact that call for a thorough reconsidera- 
tion. If Netanyahu cannot deal positively and con- 
structively with the Palestinian people and their 
established leadership, whom Israeli President Ezer 
Wvizman has rightly called “Israel’s neighbours," 
then there is little hope of establishing a climate of 
true peace in the region. Former Israeli Foreign 
Minister Ahha Ehan may have summed up the situ- 
ation correctly when he concluded in a recent article 
that the elderly Wcizmun Ls thinking and acting 
much younger than the younger in age Netanyahu. 
We therefore look forward to the planned meetings 
between Israeli and Palestinian leaders and hope 
that Netanyahu and his team would give the peace 
process a new impetus that would rekindle hope in 
such meetings as the MENA conference. 


! ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


\ WklTFR lor Al Dustnur attacked the Likud-led govern- 
ment in I* reel desen hme its actions and its policies \is-a-\is* 
the I'jiosv.nems and the Syrians .is reflecting arrogance and 
eni K .trr.i.-ine Jordan which signed J peace treaty with the 
L-v.i-.ii ,:.iie Jaw ad \n.ini said by di*reganiing the agreements 
v ui: she P.iL-'iinian le.ideiship.uiJ refusing m exchange occu- 
rwd Syrian i.mds with peace. Beny.imm Netanyahu i* hnrm- 
i : i I»tJ.ui’s reputation in the .Aral' World making die 
K.njili’in in lifok as if it is mediating between Isr.iel and the 
• ■:!vr Anri’ panics, Israel should he made in realise Uui 
Vur.i.iiiV peace ircr.il> with Tel Ac it will not survive al the 
cspcr.sj >‘i the Kingdom's ties w nh the .Arab countries and the 
Arab, ought to prove m Israel that its betting on Anib weak- 
i\ •- u.is a blunder, -aid the w riter. Not only should the Arab 
eniintne.' -how solidarity m the face of Israel’s threats against 
il’.c Pale -limans, the Syrians and the Lcb.incsc. added tlie 
wmer. but ought also stand united in the face of U.S. threats 
against Iraq because wc can by no means accept any war on 
•Arab or Mamie countries. 


A W R.1TER lor Al Rii'i daily .stud that the peace accord signed 
by Russia and the leaders of Chechen} a is expected to put a 
linal end to ihe conjliet that lasted 20 months and cost the two 
ivies he.wy losses in life. Bui the struggle of the Chechen peo- 
ple ha* •( gone unrewarded, because the end of conflict will 
•jiw them a new hope and a breathing space tn rebuild their 
vo:*n:n am! prepare tor auionomy rule first pending a referen- 
dum on inil.-ncndence by tlie year 2'1I1. slid Mahmoud 
Km taw i. The writer -aid that two factor, helped the Chechen 
people's struggle to attain success: One was their steadfastness 
and heroic struggle for freedom, and the other was the domex- 
lu. sjiuatu’n in Ku**i.L which prompted the leadership in 
Moscow u< abaiidufi its futile c*Aiillici against the Chcclieu 
people aikl the mediation of General Alexander Lebed in order 
to turn it> attention to combating wide- .pm, ideas crime ;uid 
acts of rcrmnsni. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami.G. Khouri 


Learning from Karak and the world: 


Social equity as a national economic goal 


IT WAS more than a mere coincidence that the recent vio- 
lence in Kurak and other towns in southern Jordan was 
followed soonafter by the announcement of substantial 
new' measures by the government to promote economic 
growth and revise some antiquated laws related to the 
manufacturing, financial and export sectors. The govern- 
ment also said that it would adopt a more rigorous policy 
of meeting social needs throughout the country, especial- 
ly in the field of health care. . 

This emphasises a problem that has been apparenr in 
Jordan for many years, and that substantially explains 
why we have suffered another round of rioting in the 
wake of price increases. The problem is the govemmenr’s 
glaring lack of a coherent, long-term national economic 
policy that targets human needs and skills, along with 
equitable income distribution, as core values and goals. 
Given this absence of strategic planning, recent govern- 
ments have tended to exaggerate the importance of pro- 
moting private sector business, while not sufficiently 
addressing the human needs of a population suffering dis- 
equilibrium between growing financial wealth and wors- 
ening social disparities. 

I am not saying that the Jordanian economy or govern- 
ment are failures or are doomed to chronic mediocrity. To 
the contrary. Jordan has been a model of Third World 
development in many ways. But its past policies are no 
longer valid today. We now stand at a pivotal junction 
requiring tough decisions that we always avoided in the 
past, when we floated happily on the support and cash of 
our friends around the world. 

The rioting of 1996 marked a loss of innocence for 
Jordan: it made us realise that we are. in fact, not quite as 
special or distinct as we thought wc were. We are a typi- 
cal Third World country, facing serious economic chal- 
lenges in a context of rapid socio-political change and 
existential environmental threats. 

The violence in the south was yet another warning sign 
that the surface calm of Jordan hides an underlying ten- 
sion in many people's lives that reflects serious socio- 
economic vulnerabilities. We must repeatedly ask our- 
selves: Why do we suffer growing fears and some expres- 
sions of despair at family and community levels, while . 
our economy registers sustained and high annual growth 
levels of nearly six percent a year? Is our country getting 
richer or poorer? Are we developing or regressing ? 

I have found many of the answers to these questions in 
two important documents that have been published 
recently by United Nations agencies: the 1996 Human 
Development Report of the United Nations Development 
Programme, and a report published last year by the 
United Nations Research Institute for Social 
Development, entitled States of Disarray: The Social 
Effects of Globalisation. Both of these reports document 
and assess global trends that are.very. relevant to our situ- 
,atiorvin Jqrdan, ancWfiat.our senior government officials 
■should'r^jti carefully.' : 

The -States of Disarray report makes the fundamental 
point that the globalisation of economy and culture have 
brought about social tensions that governments and com- 
munities have not tackled head-on. causing us “to pay a 
heavy price for putting social issues in abeyance." 

The report documents six trends that have shaped insti- 
tutional change around the world: The spread of liberal 
democracy, the dominance of market forces, the integra- 


tion of the global economy, the transformation of produc- 
tion systems and labour markets, the speed of technolog- 
ical change, and the media revolution and consumerism. 
These forces have impacted on virtually every country in 
the world, often in economies that were undergoing 
severe structural adjustment in order to maintain solven- 
cy and a capacity to remain in the global economic sys- 
tem. Severe economic adjustment triggered polarisation 
of societies into rich and poor, while governments, the 
private sector and non-governmental organisations 
proved incapable of meeting the needs of a growing poor 
class that suffered political and social alienation. 

The globalisation of our era. primarily meaning the 
worldwide extension of market forces, the report notes, 
has disrupted many communities, contributing to several 
negative trends. These include: The forced domestic and 
international migration of millions of people seeking a 
belter life: the criminaiisation of aspects of domestic and 
international life as a means of survival for people unable 
to find employment and meaningful family relationships 
in traditional community systems: the growth of the glob- 
al drugs business into a S500 billion a year industry, 
which corrupts public and private institutions in the North 
and South alike with its own brand of systemic violence: 
the sometimes violent and divisive resort to religion, eth- 
nicity and other primordial identities by people who feel 
dislocated by economic modernisation and cultural glob- 
alisation: a breakdown in family relations due to a lack of 
opportunities to maintain cohesive family values: grow- 
ing control of the global economy by transnational corpo- 
rations that “remain largely untouched by any form of 
international regulation": and active attempts by states 
and multinational organisations to rebuild war-tom soci- 
eties. The report notes that “the processes of fragmenta- 
tion that have weakened the state have also affected com- 
munities: migration, urbanisation, and mass media expo- 
sure to a global consumer culture have undermined local 
capacity to respond cohesively to changing circum- 
stances.” 

While these trends can be clearly identified at the glob- 
al level, many of them are also obvious in Jordan. The 
question remains: Are we sufficiently aware of what is 
happening to our society, and do w'e have a coherent, sus- 
tained strategy to promote our national well-being in such 
volatile global circumstances? My feeling is that our 
steady economic growth and expansion in social services 
in recent decades has camouflaged two negatives that we 
must deal with today: The lack of sustainability in most of 
our economic policies (especially foreign aid dependence 
and water extraction rates), and the lack of focus on meet- 
ing human needs as the vital element in equitable eco- 
nomic growth. 

The UNDP's Human Development Report for 1996 
highlights this important aspect of economic growth 
strategies,, rioqrjg economic growth often does not 
translate into improvements in people's lives. It says that 
"policy-makers arejften mesmerised by the quantity- of 
growth. They need to be more concerned with its struc- 
ture and quality," 

The UNDP report outlines five kinds of lopsided and 
flawed economic growth that should be avoided, because 
they give people less, not more. These are: “Jobless 
growth" that sees a rise in gross domestic product but not 
a parallel increase in new jobs: "ruthless growth" that 


mostly benefits the rich and marginalises an increasingly 
large class of poor people: “voiceless growth where eco- 
nomic expansion is not matched by political participation. 


nomic expansion ... _ . 

democ rati sat ion or individual empowerment: rootless 
growth'*, in which economic expansion is paralleled by a 
withering of people’s cultural identities: and "fiitureless 
growth”.' in which economic growth consumes natural 
resources (water, green areas, arable land, etc.) that 
should otherwise remain as the foundation for future eco- 
nomic health. . . 

A sober and dispassionate assessment of the Jordanian 
economy would suggest that we suffer from some aspects 
of all five of these kinds of distorted and flawed growth: 
at the some time, we continue to grow in real terms every 
year, and the material well-being of most Jordanians 
seems to be expanding. So what is going on? 

I suggest that what is going on is precisely what is being 
documented in these two valuable U.N. reports: Our eco- 
nomic policies are promoting adjustment and growth that 
initially benefit the private business community more 
than other sectors of society, while locking large numbers 
of citizens into a state of either chronic poverty or lower 
middle class vulnerability. We pay back our foreign debts, 
but at the cost of having to send the army into Karak. 

The main reason for this dilemma. I would suggest, is 
that we worship the unproven assumption that macro-eco- 
nomic growth will lead to belter quality of life tor ordi- 
nary people throughout the country. In t'acu experience 
indicates that this is not the ca.se. unless we make the 
deliberate effort to target social equity-, poverty allevia- 
tion, and employment generation as indicators of eco- 
nomic performance as important as. say. GDP growth or 
the deficit in the public budget. The LINDP report notes 
that a World Bank study of 192 countries indicates that 
some two-thirds of economic growth can be attributed to 
human and social capital, rather than to natural resources 
or capital goods. Is this a meaningiul finding that should 
be taken up more rigorously by Jordanian policy-makers, 
or merely a uni vend truism that we Jordanians can ignore 
because we are somehow different and special? 

The impressive experience of the Asian Tigers, the fast- 
growing economies of the Pacific rim. is worth studying. 
Their success is largely related to the fact that they each 
identified a clear, long-term economic strategy that 
sought to improve the well-being of people, they commu- 
nicated that strategy clearly to their people, they articu- 
lated the primacy of economic gains over political liber- 
alisation in the short term, and they pursued their goals 
with diligence. Their experience highlights the impor- 
tance of pursuing economic growth through a strategy 
whose central policy objectives explicitly target people 
and their productive capacities, employment, and social 
and income equity. 

Our lack of such a clear policy is both a political and an 
economic shortcoming. It results in social' Wants and 
occasional public turbulence, as we saw in southern 
Jordan last month, and have seen around the entire world 
in the last several decades. If we try to tackle our new 
problems with old approaches, and disregard the cumula- 
tive human experience of the entire world as handed to us 
by these U.N. agencies, we would merely be adding intel- 
lectual stubbornness to constraints that already plague 
aspects of our economic policy-making. 


Tlirkey’s links with Iran 
are no cause for panic 


By Philip Robins 


OXFORD. England — 
The recent visit by 
Turkey's new Islamist 
prime minister. Nccmettin 
Erbakan, to Iran and the 
signing of a 520 billion gas 
deal have fired a range of 
emotions in Washington, 
front anxiety to anger. It 
just hikes, the words 
“Islamism" and "Iran.” it 
seems, for sober analysis 
to be uutomatieaily jetti- 
soned. 

Already there is talk of a 
response, with everything 
from expressions of disap- 
proval to economic sanc- 
tions against Ankara being 
mentioned. But before the 
llnited States is tempted 
into any form of action that 
might jeopardise the 
West's long-standing rela- 
tionship with a trusted ally, 
let's put ihe issue in con- 
text. 

- First, since Mr. 
Erbakan's Welfare Party 
emerged as the largest sin- 
gle party in Turkey's gen- 
eral election in December, 
he has leaned over back- 
wards to be accommodat- 
ing to the political estab- 
lishment at home and to 
Turkey's traditional friends 
abroad. Although he has 
been in power only since 
July 8. die restrained 
nature nf the coalition gov- 
ernment has been nowhere 
clearer than in the realm of 
foreign affairs. On two key 
issues. Turkey’s military 
accord with Israel and the 
renewal *.»!' the mandate for 
Operation Provide 

Comfort — which pro- 
vides for the protection of 
thfc Iraqi Kurds — Mr. 
Erbakan has dropped his 
well-publicised reserva- 


tions and opted for conti- 
nuity in policy. 

• Second. Mr. Erbakan's 
visit to Iran was just pan of 
a w ider tour that has seen 
him fly to Pakistan. 
Malaysia and Indonesia. 
This has not been a tour of 
pariah nations but a swing 
through a series of impor- 
tant regional states, middle 
powers much like Turkey. 
The fact that they are all 
predominantly Muslim 
allows the new Turkish 


prime minister a rare ges- 
ture — and it can be liule 
more than that — to the 
Islamist constituency at 
home, which is seeking 
signs of what it considers a 
more balanced approach to 
foreign policy. 

• Third, the signing of the 
gas deal with Iran was nei- 
ther unexpected, nor does 
it spell the emergence of a 
strategic relationship with 
Tehran. In fact the two 
countries clinched the deal 
in principle well over a 
year ago. under the leader- 
ship of the strongly pro- 
American Tansu Ciller. It 
is true that the timing of 
the deal's conclusion was 
unfortunate, coming so 
soon after the U.S. 
Congress adopted legisla- 
tion seeking to deter 
investment in the Iranian 


energy sector. 

If anything, the agree- 
ment indicates less a new 
hierarchy of friends than 
Turkey's need for a rapid 
and large-scale expansion 
of energy imports over the 
next 13 years. In order to 
diversify its gas supplies 
away from a worrying 
over-dependence on 
Russia. Ankara is not culti- 
vating just Iran. Liquid 
natural uas is already being 


imported from Algeria, and 
negotiations are continuing 
with Nigeria. Qatar and 
Turkmenistan. Iran has the 
commercial virtue of being 
closer and hence cheaper. 

But the Erbakan journey 
to Tehran is not just about 
trade. It is also the latest 
chapter in Turkish attempts 
to stabilise relations with a 
large and potentially trou- 
blesome neighbour. Two 
years ago. while President 
Suleyman Demirel was 
paying his respect* in 
Tehran, an authoritative 
Turkish columnist 

described Mr. Demirel as 
enjoying "a warm relation- 
ship" with his Iranian 
counterpart. President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

This consistently high 
level of engagement with 
Iran can be explained by 
Turkish security concerns, 
as well as by the desire to 
use economic interdepen- 
dence as a way of promot- 
ing more stable, coopera- 
tive relations. Ankara has 
frequently claimed that it 
has suffered more than 
most at the hands of the 
Iranians: Kurdish insur- 
gents operating in Turkey 
are widely believed to have 
used Iranian territory for 
their activities, and Iran 
has been accused of train- 
ing and supporting Islamist 
terrorists in Turkey. 

Because of the proximity 
of Iran, the porous nature 
of the Turkish-! ranian bor- 
der and the need to contain 
the latent competition 
between the two over 
everything from influence 
in Central Asia to the 
future of Iraq. Turkey docs 
not have the option of 
refusing to have anything 
to do with Iran. Even under 


the leadership of pro- 
Western. secular politi- 
cians. Turkey has followed 
the path of accommoda- 
tion with Iran. 

Ironically, because of his 
Islamist background. Mr. 
Erbakan might stand u bet- 
ter chance of stabilising the 
mercurial relationship 
between the two than his 
Kemalist predecessors. If 
the United States was real- 
ly thinking deeply about 
the stability of a trusted 
ally. U might actually wel- 
come such an engagement. 

Perhaps the West in gen- 
eral and the United States 
in particular should relax a 
little about Mr. Erbakan. 
We should by all means 
judge him by his actions, 
but let us view those 
actions in the context of his 
overall policy approach, 
and against the actions of 
secular. pro-Wcstem 
Turkish politicians in the 
recent past. We should not 
take developments like the 
gas deal out of context and 
distort their meaning. 

And here's a real clinch- 
er. The Turks are a proud 
and sensitive lot who do 
not take well to foreign 
interference. Selectixe crit- 
icism of Mr. Erbakan by 
Washington will help 
ensure that in Turkey's 
next general election, the 
vote for his Welfare Party 
will be higher than it other- 
wise would have been. 


The writer is a lecturer 
on Middle East politics at 
the University of Oxford 
and is the author of 
"Turkey and the Middle 
East . " The article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald 
Tribune. . 


LETTERS 


Wreckless bus drivers 


To the Editor: 


I HEARTILY endorse eveiything Bob Robertson says 
about road accidents and how to curb them t letters. Jordan 
Times Aug. IS) 

IT IS indeed remarkable how the standard of driving dif- 
fers immensely with the drivers of tour buses, large Public 
Sen ice buses and the mini-buses. Most if not ail of the 
tour-bus drivers are excellent, knowing that they are main- 
ly in charge of foreigners. (What price are Jordanian lives?) 
The large Public Service bus drivers can't speed because 
their vehicles are not capable, so they are more careful and 
I even saw one get up from his seat to help a lame old lady 
both in and out ol his bus last week. However many of 
them swerve to slop when picking up passengers, without 
signalling. 

The mini-bus drivers are a breed of their own! Most drive 
at breakneck speed. Man w ith a jerk before passengers sit 
down, jerk the gears and put people off their balance if they 
are still standing up. ram the brakes on so that everyone has 
to hold tight to the seat in front, and weave dangerously in 
and out of the traffic so that one holds on for dear life. 

Last Wednesday the driver of mini-bus registered with 
number 57b 7 arrived at Seventh Circle w-ith another one 
and then proceeded to have a race with it. laughing and 
waving his arms until Eighth Circle when the other bus had 
to stop to let passengers off. He was then busy talking and 
r ^end who was in the front passenger seat, 

lighting a cigarette while careering down the steep winding 
hill from Bayudcr to Wadi Seer, having just charged 
through the traffic lights at green to pull up with a screech 
of brake* to let somebody off. f asked him to slow down, 
but he qnd Ins friend and the young man who took fares all 
laughed and carried on just the same. 

I was nearly de-seated three times, shot forward each 
ume the brakes vrere slammed on. and leaned sideways on 
every bend. In Wadi Seer the driver took a different cum 
nght tn the one way system ns the big bus in front of him 
was going too slowly. He tore round the comer and I told 
'V race, but again the three men all 
laughed. The driver then swung round the new roundabout 
at the terminal instead of letting me off first, and came to 
another screeching halu whereupon I took his number and 
^e it immediately to a policeman who just happened to 
o ngh ' ti, J ne - { h °l* die necessary. The 
read • fnl T d , ed very 0,d 311(1 won. and seemed 
L n'h 1 311 f 1 - or heller stiI I a permanent rest! This 

in ■ii c ne though I could quote many more, 

mduamg same ol the drivers on d* Abdili-Deir Ada run... 

somnrhfnn • “? ! i!^ iat more hideous accidents before 
in rhpir ^ 0ne meD 
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PRINCE HAMZEH GETS HIS WINGS : His Majesty King Hussein, in a ceremony attended by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor at the Royal Palace in Aqaba, on Monday presents His Royal Highness Prince 
Hamzeh with his wings. Prince Hamzeh is now qualified to fly helicopters (Petra photo) 


Iraqi army leaves Erbil 


(Continued from page 1} 
John Shalikasbvili was in 
Egypt, a key Arab partner 
in the coalition that drove 
Iraq out of Kuwait in 1991. 
for talks with Egyptian 
officials. 

Washington has vowed to 
respond — militarily or 
diplomatically — to the 
Iraqi offensive, and earlier 
Monday the chairman of 
the U.S. Joint Chiefs-of- 
Sralf held talks with Saudi 
and Jordanian leaders. 

President Bill Clinton has 
dispatched unspecified 
reinforcements to the Gulf 
region and talked by tele- 
phone with a number of 
Arab leaders. 

Despite the reports of an 
Iraqi pullout and uncertain- 
ty over Saddam's inten- 
tions. the attack on an area 
outside Iraqi government 
control since the Gulf war 
had continuing repercus- 
sions. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. saying he 
was "very much concerned 
about the deterioration" 
announced on Sunday, said 
he was delaying the start of 
an oil-for-food deal with 
Baghdad. Crude oil prices 
rose sharply in Asian trad- 
ing on Monday in reaction. 

Oil had been expected to 
stan flowing onto world 
markets in September. 
Turkish officials, hoping to 
resume the trade blocked 
since 1990. said Ankara 
would appeal to the United 
Nations and its Western 
allies to prevent any delay. 

The plan would let Iraq 


sell $2 billion of oil over six 
months to buy humanitari- 
an supplies to ease suffer- 
ing from sanctions imposed 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in 1990. 

White House spokesman 
McCuny said: “there is no 
justification for the military 
action Saddam Hussein has 
taken...The United States 
believes ihat he cannot con- 
duct himself with impunity, 
that there should be conse- 
quences.” 

With the U.S. presidential 
election only- two months 
away. Republican candidate 
Bob Dole said on Sunday 
that "Saddam Hussein has 
been testing American lead- 
ership and found it lack- 
in 


Wa 


/ashingron said U.N. 
Security' Council resolu- 
tions approved after the 
1991 Gulf war gave a legal 
basis for responding, but 
officials admitted President 
Saddam had the right to 
move troops within that 
part of his own country. 

Jalal Talabani. leader of 
the PUK told the AP that 
the Iraqi leader must be 
made to pay for his attack 
on Erbil. 

•'Saddam Hussein must 
be punished and must pay 
the price of the crimes 
which he committed inside 
Erbil.” Mr. Talabani said. 

The PUK said 450 Iraqi 
tanks took pan in the offen- 
sive Saturday, adding that 
30,000 Iraqi forces had 
massed in recent days in 
preparation for the attack. 

There have be’en no accu- 


rate casualty figures. But 
the PUK said in a statement 
sent to the AP by fax that 
“scores" of people were 
killed in the fighting. 

The PUK also claimed 
Sunday that Iraqi forces 
“summarily executed" 96 
members of the INC at a 
base near Erbil. On Mon- 
day. it said additional “hun- 
dreds” of suspected mem- 
bers of the PUK and other 
anti-Saddam groups had 
been rounded up and their 
face was unknown. 

Before they left, Iraqi 
troops conducted house-to- 
house searches in apparent 
pursuit of anti-Iraq 
activists, said Gisper 
Nielsen, of the U.N. guard 
contingency in Iraq sta- 
tioned in Erbil. 

But the KDP said Mon- 
day that all PUK fighters 
would be "pardoned ... pro- 
vided they present them- 
selves to the authorities." 

KDP spokesman Sami 
Abdul Rahman said his 
party had no choice but to 
seek Iraq's help after Iran 
sent troops into northern 
Iraq to support the rival 
PUK. 

"Our rival has sided with 
Iran.” Mr. Abdul Rahman 
told reporters. “Iranian 
troops had been attacking 
our positions.” 

Mr. Abdul Rahman criti- 
cised Washington for pas- 
siveness, saying “the Unit- 
ed States did not fulfill its 
duty as a strong hand to end 
the attacks by the PUK 
against us.” 

Some 2,000 Iraqi Kurds 


tried to storm U.N. offices 
in the Kurdish town of 
Sulaimaniyah on Monday 
during a protest to demand 
allied intervention against 
President Saddam. U.N. 
sources said. 

The demonstrators burst 
through an exterior fence 
around the offices and, 
when they were stopped by 
guards, hurled stones at the 
buildings breaking win- 
dows and causing other 
damage, a U.N. source 
said, quoting witnesses. 

Nobody was hurt in the 
incident, the source added. 

Sulaimaniyah is the last 
remaining PUK stronghold 
in northern Iraq 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil was set to renew sanc- 
tions against Baghdad, but 
Washington's partners are 
unlikely to approve any 
U.N. action to punish Iraq 
for its Kurdish offensive, 
diplomats said. 

Security Council diplo- 
mats ruled out an emer- 
gency council meeting 
Monday, which is a public 
holiday in the - United 
States. 

But they said that the situ- 
ation was likely to be dis- 
cussed when the council 
meets on Tuesday for its 
regular rwo-month review 
of the international sanc- 
tions on Iraq. 

Western diplomats said 
that the Americans could 
argue that Iraq's offensive 
into northern Iraq consti- 
tuted a violation of the safe 
haven set up by the Gulf 
war allied powers. 


Between 30 and 50 face charges for southern riots 


(Continued from page 1) 


charges of direct involve- 
mem in the riots. 

The officials emphasised 
that if any journalist was to 
be sent to court it would not 
be "because of anything to 
do with their profession as 
journalists but for their 
direct role in instigating or 
taking a direct part in the 


riots.” 

Meanwhile. Nazih 

Amman n, a deputy from 
the southern town of Karak 
where the unrest erupted on 
Aug. 16. formally submit- 
ted his resignation from the 
legislature to the speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament. S’ad Hayel Al 
Srour. 

According to Dr. 
Anunarin. he was prompted 


to resign because of what 
he asserted was unaccept- 
able language used by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti in a tele- 
phone conversation during 
the riots. 

The full Lower House, 
whose extraordinary term 
was terminated on Aug. 16 
immediately after the riots 
erupted, is expected to con- 
sider Dr. Ammarin's resig- 


nation when the legislature 
resumes its regular session 
in October or November. 

Meanwhile arrangements 
were being made for mem- 
bers of the Public Freedoms 
Committee of the Lower 
House to visit the detainees 
held in connection with the 
unrest. The visit was 
expected to take place on 
Tuesday. 


Jordan expects Ciller visit to boost bilateral ties 


(Continued from page 3) 

play in the water sector” in 
the region, but "there are no 
specifics at this stage, at 
least not in a detailed man- 
ner.” 

The minister noted that 
the issue of water and 
water-sharing was being 
discussed in the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East 
peace process and vaid that 
while details had not been 
worked out "it does not 
mean that nothing will hap- 
pen." 

“We do expect Turkey to 
play a very important role 
in that sector." he added. 


Turkey has abundant sup- 
ply of water and has offered 
to" export it to the Arabs as 
well as Israel through 
pipelines or other similar 
means. But. given the boy- 
cott of the multilateral dis- 
cussions by Syria Turkey's 
immediate neighbour, the 
issue has not made much 
headway. 

Mrs. Ciller's visit will be 
the first to Jordan by a 
Turkish foreign minister in 
nearly three years. 

Dr. Muasher said a visit to 
Jordan by the foreign min- 
ister of Turkey was sup- 
posed to have taken place 
more than a month ago but 


political developments that 
saw changes in government 
in .Ankara had forced a 
postponement of the trip. 

Mrs. Ciller, a former 
prime minister of Turkey, 
became foreign minister in 
a coalition government her 
True Path Party formed 
with the Islamist Welfare 
Party in early July. 

Details of her planned 
talks here were not avail- 
able. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti are expect- 
ed to hold talks with Mrs, 


Ciller; 

Diplomatic sources said 
the impasses in the Middle 
East peace process and 
means to revive Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations 
were expected to be figure 
high in the discussions. The 
situation in Iraq, which bor- 
ders both Jordan and 
Turkey, is another key 
issue, they said. 

“There are so many things 
happening in the region,” 
noted a diplomat. “One 
never knows what could 
specifically come up at any 
point in time.” 


Hariri romps to 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

Minister Saeb Salam — - 
also won seats in the 128- 
member parliament. 

lost their seats to Mr. 
Hariri's list. They were 
Mohammed Berjawi of the 
Shiite Muslim Hizbullah. 
Zuheir Obcidi of the Sunni 


victory in elections 

fundamentalist Jamaa 
Islarniyah. and Adnan Tra- 
bulsi of the Sunni Associa- 
tion of the Islamic Charita- 
ble Activities. 

Voter turnout in Beirut — 
the third round m 
Lebanon's region-by- 
reaion polling — stood at 
3 f per cent. Interior Minis- 


Muir 


ter Michel 
announced. 

A private Lebanese 
watchdog group meanwhile 
denounced the “high level” 
of infractions and irregular- 
ities reported in the Beirut 
elections. 

The Lebanese Associa- 
tion for the Democracy of 
Elections (LADE), an inde- 
pendent group established 


in March to monitor the 
elections, said its monitors 
reported hundreds of viola- 
tions in Sunday's round 
including buying votes for 
government candidates. 

“LADE denounces the 
continuingly high level of 
infraction and irregularities 
and intervention in the elec- 
tion pracess/’the group said 
in a statement. 


So you’re a human being: 
Isn’t that special? 


Nathan Myrhvold 

SO FAR. popular reaction 
to NASA's announcement 
that its scientists have dis- 
covered evidence of life in a 
meteorite from Mars has 
been pretty positive. But 
that may change as the 
implications sink in. The 
announcement is the 
biggest insult to the human 
species in almost 500 years, 
step two in a three-step 
process that will leave 
humanity totally humbled. 

Ptolemy (2nd century) 
was the first and boldest in a 
long succession of spin doc- 
tors for the primacy of 
human beings. The whole 
universe, he postulated, 
rotated around us, with the 
Earth sitting at the centre of 
heaven itself. Any market- 
ing consultant will tell you 
that positioning is every- 
thing, and centre-of-the- 
uni verse is hard to beat 

Copernicus (1473-1543) 
rudely pointed out: Sorcy, 
Ear thlin gs, We spin around 
the sun, not vice versa. 
Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) . 
built a telescope and used it 
to spit in the soup even 
more. The authorities of the 
time sought the only ratio- 
nal solution: they decided to 
bum Galileo alive if he did- 
n't recant. Eventually he 
did. 

Galileo's crime was to 
undermine the uniqueness 
of our planet, and by doing 
so. to threaten the intellec- 
tual security of the religious 
dictatorships of his day. 
Over time, advances in 
astronomy have relentlessly 
reinforced the utter insignif- 
icance of Earth on a celes- 
tial scale. Fortunately, polit- 
ical and religious leaders 


stopped barbecuing 

astronomers for saying so, 
turning their spits with 
human-rights activists 
instead. 

But the hubris that makes 
us insist on a special role for 
humans and Earth didn’t 
disappear. Among the sci- 
ences, biology became its 
refuge. Consciously or not, 
mainstream opinion in biol- 


Earth isn’t special. The 
alien life-forms aren’t spe- 
cial either. Instead of highly 
logical humanoids with 
pointy ears or other endear- 
ing characteristics, they- 
seem to be a lot like simple 
bacteria. Life on Earth was 
special because it was the 
only life we knew. In this 
case, however, the dogma 
being shattered is based 


: ’■kk.'s. 4 : . •J'V : ,'xm.A 

Microbes from Mars are the 
latest evidence that we’re not 
at the centre of the universe 

fundamentally on igno- 
rance. Biology has rested 
-precariously on a single 
data point — life on Earth. 

We got a second data 
point with the Mars mete- 
orite. Over the past 20 
years, researchers have 
found fossils similar to 
those in the meteorite in 
some of the oldest rock on 
Earth. Archeabacteria are 
single-cell organisms that 
live in the places you'd least 
expect. They inhabit the 
near boiling water of gey- 
sers in Yellowstone and the 
even hotter water in vol- 
canic vents on the ocean 
floor. They are in oil wells 
and the crevices of basalt 
deep within the Earth. Per- 
haps we surface-dwelling 
life-forms are the excep- 
tions — bizarre mutations 
of the normally deep- 
dwelling archeabacteria that 
populate the interiors of 
planets all over the galaxy. 
The inside of Mars may still 
be full of them. 

We can anticipate the next 
frontier of hubris. Sure, 


ogy has orbited around the 
essential mystery of life on 
Earth just as surely as the 
Ptolemaic view was lodged 
in the firmament. Only a 
few brave scientists violated 
the taboo and speculated on 
life beyond Earth. And the 
fictional extraterrestrials of 
Star Trek or a hundred other 
space operas are less alien 
than many of my neigh- 
bours. 

Alien stories that are 
claimed as true are no bet- 
ter. Why Earth would be 
such a fascinating place for 
UFOs to visit is left unex- 
plained. Inevitably, the 
UFO stories climax in the 
ultimate tribute to human 
ego. The aliens, it seems, 
have travelled umpteen bil- 
lion kilometres so they can 
abduct us from our beds and 
have sex with us. I’m told 
that once you try a human, 
you- never go back. 

The NASA discovery sug- 
gests that life is probably a 
pretty ordinary phenome- 
non that occurs anyplace 
you give .it half a chance. 


there may be life on other 
planets — if you call that 
life. But humans are still the 
only intelligent life — 
right? The wagons will cir- 
cle to defend this last bas- 
tion of human conceit. 
Technology is only just 
beginning to let us search 
the skies for the clues 
another civilisation might 
offer. People who speculate 
on the odds can he either 
upbeat or quite discourag- 
ing, depending on what ax 
they have to grind. But. as 
with life on Mars, until you 
take a look, how confident 
can you be one way or 
another? Maybe it's True 
that we’re the only mem- 
bers of the big-brain club, 
but l‘U lay my bets with 
E.T. 

There’s a consolation 
prize for humanity, though. 
What greater intellectual 
puzzle can there be than 
dealing with nature on its 
own terms? Wallowing in a 
solipsistic world dictated by 
our own hubris isn’t much 
of a challenge in compari- 
son. Mankind is not special 
by virtue of our address in 
the universe, or what spins 
around us or because life 
originated here. Slowly but 
surely, we've been com- 
pelled to renounce the com- 
fort of these beliefs. Our 
true disdnedon is the intel- 
lectual journey that brought 
us to this understanding. 

Nathan Myrhvold is group 
vice president and chief 
strategic daydreamer at 
Microsoft. This essay is 
excerpted from an article 
originally published in Slate 
magazine. Slate is a trade- 
mark of Microsoft Corp. 
Copyright 1996. 


Jordan will not 
permit any 
anti-Iraq 
operations 

(Continued from page 1) 

in the north as an “internal 
Iraqi affair.” 

“We are of course on the 
borders of Iraq, but we are 
not involved and we will 
not be involved” in the 
affairs of Iraq, he declared. 

The possibility of deploy- 
ing an American air force 
unit in Jordan was appar- 
ently raised after a U.S. 
“air expeditionary force" 
(AEF) of 30 F-15s and F- 
16s and four air refuelling 
planes stayed in the King- 
dom for two months. 

The AEF flew reconnais- 
sance flights over southern 
Iraq between April 12 and 
June 28 but used Saudi air- 
space to enter Iraq. They 
also staged joint exercises 
with Jordanian pilots inside 
the Kingdom’s airspace. 

It was the first time that 
Jordan allowed the deploy- 
ment of American fighter 
planes in its territory. 

Pressed by foreign 
reporters on the issue. Dr. 
Muasher said the number 
of American planes in Jor- 
dan now was “zero'" and 
described the April-June 
deployment as "different” 
from allowing military 
operations against Iraq. 

The deployment, he said, 
“was not a military opera- 
tion.” 


Syria: Israel blocking 
peace process 

(Continued from page 1) 

everyone, but assuredly the 
main loser will be Israel,” 
be added. 

He reaffirmed Syrian 
readiness to resume talks 
with Mr. Netanyahu's 
administration, but only on 
the condition that talks pick 
up where they left off last 
February. 

Mr. Sharaa will meet his 
French counterpart Herve 
de Charette on Tuesday. 

The visit comes while 
relations between the two 
countries are enjoying a 
particularly good phase, 
after a number of trips to 
the Middle East in recent 
months by Mr. De 
Charette, including a visit 
to Damascus in July. 


Fired from his diocese, ‘virtual 
bishop’ reaches out by Internet 


By Mort Rosenblum 

Associated Press 

PARIS — The Pope took 
away Jacques Gaillot’s 
flock, but fate gave him a 
Macintosh. No longer a 
rural bishop, be is monsign- 
or to the masses, champi- 
oning the downtrodden 
with a worldwide reach via 
the Internet. 

“I don't know much about 
this electronic business, but 
it seems to work.” said 
Gaillot, who as a 60-year- 
old politically active priest 
still likes noisy street 
marches and living with 
squatters. “Maybe this will 
help.” 

He offered a tech- 
nophile’s tally of who has 
approached his “virtual dio- 
cese” on the information 
superhighway. In just the 
first six weeks of 1996, his 
web site had a quarter-mil- 
lion ‘11115.'' 

The number of interactive 
readers now soars. From 
Sydney to Sitka, he is con- 
sulted on everything from 
poignant spiritual dilemmas 
to matters better left to an 
advice columnist. 

Gaillot, still a Roman 
Catholic Bishop, plans to 
be among the prelates wel- 
coming Pope Jean Paul II to 
France on Sept. 19. He does 
not expect overwhelming 
warmth. The Vatican 
declines any commenL 

“I miss my parishioners, 
but now I can address peo- 
ple everywhere, *' he said, 
irony playing across the 
soft feamres of a round, 
gentle face. *T must remem- 
ber to thank the Holy 
Father.” 

In January 1995, Gaillot 
was fired from his post as 
bishop of Evreux. a diocese 
of 550,000 Catholics north- 
west of Paris, an area chat 
includes desperate ghettos 
of Arab and African immi- 
grants- 

" No explanation was 
given, but the hierarchy 
apparently had enough of 
Gaillot’s outspoken and 
much-publicised stands 
against French policies on 
immigrants, the homeless 
and others known as “the 
excluded." 

Gaillot also defends 
homosexuality. supports 
marriage for priests and 
speaks out on other matters 
that he says involve indi- 


vidual choice rather than 
religious doctrine. 

Reaction was lively, and 
mixed. Thousands thronged 
the majestic Evreux Cathe- 
dral for Gailiot’s last mass, 
a day that he remembers as 
the most moving of his life. 
Polls said two-thirds of 
French Catholics opposed 
the dismissal. 

But many traditional- 
minded Catholics declare 
themselves outraged ar 
unorthodox views that 
some call apostasy. 

“Many strangers wish me 
well, but you cannot imag- 
ine the looks I still get in 
the street.” Gaillot said, 
with a touch of rue. “If eyes 
were pistols. I'd be dead.” 

Having removed him 
from Evreux, the Vatican 
had to find Gaillot what it 
calls a titular see. Bishops, 
ordained by God. cannot be 
stricken from the rolls 
unless excommunicated. 
They need a diocese, even 
if it is a symbolic one. 

The answer was the “dio- 
cese of Partenia.” a no- 
longer-existent territory 
somewhere in the dunes of 
southern Algeria that 
ceased to be a real place 
inhabited by Catholics in 
the 5th century. 

Soon, a political philoso- 
pher and Internet whiz 
named Leo Scheer offered 
Gaillot an idea: If Partenia 
was nowhere, then it was 
also everywhere. If he had 
no pulpit, he could have a 
home page. 

Anyone who taps out 
“http://www. Parrenia.Fr” 
calls up the face that France 
knows so well: Laugh wrin- 
kles, gold wire-rimmed 
glasses, sparse panels of 
graying hair flanking a 
shiny bald pate. 

A map shows a patch of 
Sahara. Users can down- 
load the bishop's latest 
book, “Friends of Parte- 
nia,” in French or English. 
A newsletter reports on lit- 
tle-known and lost causes. 

In a defence of the Ger- 
man theologian Eugen 
Drewermann. Gaillot 
echoes his own main 
theme: “He allows people 
who are disappointed with 
the church, or are far away 
from it, to be free to speak." 

All E-mail gets an 
answer, hunted and pecked 
by Gaillot's own index fin- 
ger. 


"I spend hours a day at 
it," the bishop said at the 
single room where he lives 
and works. 

The tidy room, above the 
less tidy office of Partenia 
2000, is decorated - only 
with the icon of a Black 
Madonna, a gift from 
priests at Evreux, and a 
small stylised crucifix. 

Mostly, he is out on the 
street or in the metro. 

When 300 illegal African 
immigrants spent two 
months camped in a church 
demanding visas, he went 
to visit almost every day 
and then joined the vigil of 
sympathisers who stood 
guard out front 

He is a fixture at protests 
for bousing and human 
rights, a slight short figure 
in basic black. He favours 
• T-shirts and turtlenecks. 
Sometimes a discreet silver 
cross rides on his lapel. 

Gaillot is unsure where he 
stands with Rome. He 
receives a bishop's salary, if 
no expense money. Last 
December, he had a friend- 
ly but frank chat with the 
Pope, which brought nei- 
ther a new post nor a repri- 
mand. 

At a recent funeral in 
Algeria for a bishop mur- 
dered by Islamic militants, 
the senior cardinal simply 
avoided him. "He just did- 
n’t see me," Gaillot said, 
with another of those ironic 
twinkles. 

When he is not talking 
into the mobile phone 
pressed to his ear, the bish- 
op of Partenia is question- 
ing, encouraging, or plot- 
ting. Often, he is surround- 
ed by a crowd of ecumeni- 
cal admirers. 

During a tumultuous 
demonstration to support 
Africans in the Paris suburb 
of MontreuiJ, an elderly 
Arab in a tie and a Muslim 
skullcap approached a 
reporter. 

“Where can I find Mon- 
signor Gaillot?" he asked- 
eagerly. “I just want to 
shake his hand.” 

Not long after, yet anoth- 
er well-wisher shook Gail- 
lot's hand cybemetically. 
The virtual bishop found a 
message on his screen from 
an admirer in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota: “Stay 

strong, brother” 



Ministry finalising fresh 
incentives to owners 


of taxis and trucks 


By P.Y.Yivekanand 

JtnJai: Tnnc\ Sitin' Reporter 


AMMAN — .Owners of 
laxis und service taxis will 
be allowed lo dispose of 
their old vehicles and keep 
ilw proceeds to themselves 
instead of surrendering 
them to the Customs 
Depanment while they 
'■e place the vehicles with 
customs exemption under 
proposals draw n up by the 
Mini-rp. of Transport. 

The proposals also 
include one-year exemption 
from registration fees for 
new trucks imported into 
Jordan and a separation of 
registration between truck 
engine-cabins and trailers, 
said the minister of trans- 
port. Nasser Lawzi. 

When implemented, the 
measures will be a dramatic 
boost to the transport sec- 
tor. particular!} in improv- 
ing the quality of the taxis 
jnd ’-ervice taxis on Jor- 
dan's roads and in replacing 
the Kingdom's aceinc fleer 
of trucks, the minister told 
the Jordan Times. 

These measures are the 
latest in a programme 
implemented by the Min- 
istry of Transport to 
improve the quality- of the 
hardware in the transport 
sector in view of the 
increase in the number of 
foreign \ i si tors to the coun- 
try and .m expected demand 
for heavy trucks linked to 
increased trade activities. 

Under existing armnge- 
menif. owners of taxis and 
service cars have to turn in 


their old vehicles to the 
Customs Department to 
qualify For exemption from 
customs duties on replace- 
ments. 

Mr. Lawzi said Monday 
he had already sent related 
amendments to the perti- 
nent law to the Prime Min- 


istry. 

"We hope to enact the 
amendment this month so 
that these measures could 
be implemented as soon us 
possible.” Mr. Lawzi said, 
noting that a "development 
committee” of the Cabinet 
had to study the proposals 
and then submit it to the 
lull Council of Ministers 
with recommendations. 

Several hundred taxis 
have been replaced since 
the beginning of the year 
after the government 
offered customs exemp- 
tions for new vehicles if the 
old ones were surrendered 
to the Customs Depart- 
ment. The department in 
turn is selling them off. 
mostly us scrap. 

"We believe that allowing 
the owners to dispose of 
their vehicles and keep the 
proceeds for themselves is 
a strong incentive for them 
to replace their taxis and 
service taxis.” said Mr. 
Lawzi. noting that in many 
cases owners of old vehi- 
cles were unable to afford 
new ones even with the cus- 


toms exemption. 

"With the fresh proposal, 
they will have some addi- 
tional funds to procure new 
vehicles" he pointed oul 
T he minister said "the 


Dhaka pressed to resume reforms 


DHAKA i AFP i — The 
World Bank has called on 
Bangladesh to resume its 
stalled economic reforms 
ahead of an annual aid club 
meeting in Paris to decide 
Dhaka's new foreign aid 
needs. 

"Bangladesh cannot 
afford to postpone the 
unfinished economic and 
institutional reforms if it is 
to succeed in poverty 
reduction." the bank said in 
a report. 

The 56-page report said 
sustained commitment to 
reforms was needed to 
achieve rapid growth and 


poverty reduction. 

Bangladeshi officials said 
Finance Minister Shah 
A.M.S. Kibria will be in 
Paris to seek $2 billion 
from the 24-member aid 
group gathering sponsored 
by the World Bank. 

The group last year's 
commined SI. 95 billion. 

Mr. Kibria will seek 
SI .54 billion as project aid. 
5300 million as commodity 
aid and S160 million as 
food aid. the Bangladeshi 
officials said. 

Bangladesh's annual 
development budget is tra- 
ditionally heavily depen- 


dent on foreign aid. 

The - new budget, 
announced by kibria in 
July.- eangpqrked a provi- 
sional 125 • billion taka 
($2.93 billion ) for develop- 
ment projects in the year to 
June 1997. 

Of the allocation. 53 per 
cent is expected to be 
financed from foreign 
assistance. 

The bank report said key 
challenges for Bangladesh 
included reestablishing 
macro-economic stability 
and resuming of structural 
reforms. 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 
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Oil price jumps dollar 
as Iraqi sale delayed 


deteriorating” quality of 
Jordanian trucks was an 
issue of "serious concern” 
to the government and this 
was behind the move to 
help that segment of the 
transport .sector. 

"We already extended a 
reduction of customs duties 
for heavy trucks last year." 
he noted. "An arrangement 
under which customs duties 
could be paid in instalments 
had gone into effect earlier. 

"Now we have two new 
measures that should fur- 
ther help truck-owners 
ahead of what we expect to 
be an increasing demand 
for heavy transport vehicles 
of various types.” added the 
minister. 

The new measures, he 
explained, are a total 
exemption of all registra- 
tion and licensing .fee for 
one year for new trucks 
imported into Jordan and a 
separation of licensing for 
truck engine-cabins and 
trailers. 

The present licensing sys- 
tem requires that both the 
engine-cabins and trailers 
are registered together. This 
limits the owner's flexibili- 
ty to haul different types of 
trailers. 

Separating the licenses of 
the two means, for exam- 
ple. that an engine-cabin 
could haul a trailer loaded 
with a container to its desti- 
nation and bring back a dif- 
ferent trailer, thus allowing 
flexibility and optimisation 
of use. 


LONDON (R) — World 
oil prices jumped Monday 
after the United Nations put 
on hold an Iraqi oil-for- 
food exchange in response 
I to Baghdad's military 
incursion into its northern 
: Kurdish region. 

October futures for 
international benchmark 
North Sea Brent blend 
jumped $1.03 to $21.81 in 
London by 1530 GMT. 

Oil traders had been 
expecting Iraq to make its 
first oil sales on world mar- 
kets for six years since the 
Gulf war in the next few 
weeks. 

But U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral Boutros Ghali Sunday 
responded to Baghdad’s 
military move into Iraqi 
Kurdistan by delaying the 
deployment of CJ.N. per- 
sonnel to supervise aid dis- 
tribution under the oil 
exchange plan. 

Turkey, which provides a 
pipeline link for Iraqi oil 
expons, said it expected to 
see the first Iraqi oil sales 
delayed “for some time.” 
They had been expected 
this month. 

"The question may be not 
when will Iraqi oil sales 
start but whether they will 
start.” said energy analyst 
Geoff Pyne at Swiss 
finance house UBS. 

"This is a real kick for 
the markets.” said Oystein 
Berentsen, international 
crude trading manager for 
Norway's Statoil. 

"With demand so strong 
and oil stocks so low the 
market was looking as if it 
could quite easily have 
absorbed some Iraqi 
exports.” he added. 

The U.N. oil-for-food 
deal would allow Iraq to 
sell $2 billion worth of oil 
over six months to purchase 
food, medicine and other 
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goods for its people suffer- 
ing sanctions imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

The deal signed on May 
20 and renewable every six 
months under a U.N. 
review, was expected to 
supply tight world markets 
with about an extra 550,000 
baiTels a day (bpd) of crude 
at current prices. 

Under the U.N. plan, 
dozens of monitors must be 
deployed across Iraq to 
make sure aid is fairly dis- 
tributed among rebel popu- 
lations. Plans to begin 
deployment of personnel 
have been halted for the 
moment. 

Delays to the oil sale deal 
come at a dme. when oil 
prices are already running 
some $4 higher than at the 
same time last year and 
Middle East tensions are 
helping keep oil on the boil. 

Low sticks of heating oil 
and diesel (distillates) in 
Europe and the Itaited 
States helped drive Euro- 
pean heating oil futures on 
Monday to five-year highs. 
London heating oil futures I 
were trading up SS.50 at I 
$205 a tonne. 

A strong demand outlook 
for industrialised consumer 
countries and a delay in 
some new North Sea oil- 
field projects have also 
added to the bullish market 
sentiment. 

"We can’t expect Iraqi oil 
in the near future and distil- 
late demand is still there for 
the winter,” said Alastair 
Harris at brokers Mees 
Pierson Derivatives in Lon- 
don. 
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on casual fashion wear 


• B.U.M. 


• BANANA REPUBLIC 


to ) • 


• CHAPS 


QUICK SILVER 


• D.K.N.Y. 


• LEVI'S 


J6t Set Unisex Casual Wear 

Locfjted ac Abdoun Circle 
Ri'fa’t Centre. Tel: 858 1 16 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY, SEPTEM- 
BER 3, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson. 
.Astrologer. Canol! 
Rjghter Foundation 




ARIES: (March 2 1 w 
April 19) You have been 
using some fine talcnu, 
today to gain you fame, 
however, you should try a 
new system at this time. 
Make your mate happv 
tonight and you will find 
that he or she will be 
responsive to your affec- 
tion. 

TAURUS: (April 20 
May 21) Start your ideas 
working concerning home 
and family today and get 
good results. Home life 
can be enjoyable later this 
evening if you spend this 
time with your loved ones , 
and do not discuss busi- 
ness since you need to 
relax. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
2H Communicate, handle 
correspondence carefully 
today and make time to 
visit with close friends 
whom you have not seen 
for awhile. Later tonight 
you can spend some quali- 
ty time with your loved 
ones and have ftm. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July ’21 ) Study 
into new financial affairs 
today and you can have 
more funds for the lean 
periods. Confer with an 
expert later this evening 
who is of 3 practical mind 
and you will gain the 
insight to be successful in 
the days ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 1 It is time to find a new 
interest today which is 
more pleasurable and 
exciting, since you've out- 
grown an older one. Later 
this evening you can meet 
with close friends and have 
a good time with them and 
relax from stress. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22 1 Complete 
the details of a plan today 
which is promising and 
can bring you much pros- 
perity. The evening tonight 
is fine for romance with 
the one you love, so spend 
this time together and 
show quite a large amount 
of affection. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) By applying a 
little more effort today, 
you can gain valuable 
goals. Your friends and fel- 
low associates can be help- 
ful with a special project 
which you are currently 
involved in at this time and 
make much success. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Handle 
outside activities today 
with greater efficiency and 
you can gain success from 
one who is in authority. 
This evening is a good 
night to be out on the town 


j British 


me to 


which can be pleasurable 
with close friends for some 
fun. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 2h Get more data 
today concerning a new 
interest and you can con- 
clude a new project which 
you have been given. A 
new contact is most helpful 
later this evening, so be 
charming with this person 
who can make you quite 
successful. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Plan 
time today to handle busi- ^ 
ness affairs at this time and 
you can seek out advice of 
some knowledgeable per- 
son. Keep a promise which 
you have made to your 
mate for a romantic 
evening and you can retain 
the harmony at home, 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
lo February 19) Some part- 
nership matter needs to be 
handled carefully today or 
you can discover that you 
will be in a difficulty. 
Spend the evening with a 
fellow associate and you 
will gain insight to handle 
any difficulty which could 
be present. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
M.irch 20.i Gel career 
activities completed during 
the daytime and then start 
a new Tegime later this 
evening so that you can be 
quite successful at this . 
time. Be charming and w 
happy with your mate and 
relax from any stressful 
situations. 
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Births tone of September: 
Sapphire — Lapis 
Lazuli. 
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Business & Finance 

Government sells stakes worth 
JD23m in Jordanian hotels 


By Samir Ghawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has reduced its equity 
in the Jordan Hotels and 
Tourism Company from 87 
per cent to 32 per cent by 
selling 55 per cent, or two 
million shares, to a consor- 
tium of 16 individuals and 
companies grouping Khalil 
Talhouni, Cairo Amman 
Bank, JETT tJordan 
Express Transport and 
Tourism Company) and 
Zara Investment Company, 
which alone acquired 28 
percent of the deal, among 
other parties. 

if According to Mohammad 
Bataineh, the director-gen- 
eral of the Jordan Invest- 
ment Corporation (JIC) 
which acts on behalf of the 
government in selling state 
equity' to the private sector, 
a sale which was concluded 
last month, had a total 
value of JD15 million. The 
Jordan Hotels and Tourism 
Company owns the Jordan 
Inter.Coniinental Hotel in 
Amman. 

Another deal sealed last 
month was between the JIC 
and the Nazzal family 
which bought the govern- 
ment’s 33.75 per cent stake 
in the JonJan Holiday 
Hotels Company which 
owns both the Philadelphia 
Hotel in Amman and the 
Holiday International Hotel 
in Aqaba. 

£■> The Nazzals who are the 
founders of the two hotels 
have paid JD S million to 
buy the 81.000 shares that 

New British 
airline to 
fly to 
Amman 

AMMAN i Petra) — British 
Airways (BA.) will stop all of 
its flights to .Amman. Beirut 
and Damascus as of Oct 26. 
according to 8. A. sources. The 
sources said B.A. has made 

, an agreement with the British 
Mediterranean Airways to fly 
to these capitals instead. Com- 
mencing on the B.A..S deci- 
sion. a source for the Royal 
Jordanian (RJi said the BA's 
and the British Mediterranean 
can operate eight weekly 
flights between London and 
Amman under a bilateral 
agreement concluded between 
Jordan and the Ignited King- 
dom fL'.K.). The source added 
that the RJ has similar rights 
under the agreement The RJ is 
currently operating a daily- 
flight between Amman and 
London. 


the government held in the 
company. 

The third sale took place 
late last year and was for 
235,000 shares that the 
government owned in the 
Jordan Paper and Card- 
board Factories Company. 
The value of the sale 
amounted to about JD 1 
million and left the govern- 
ment with around 18 per 
cent equity in the company, 
down from about 27 per 
cent. 

Mr. Bataineh told the Jor- 
inn Times Sunday that 
before the end of this year 
the JIC will be offering the 
private sector the opportu- 
nitv to buv government 


equity in an additional 
five companies which he 
declined to name before 
obtaining the approval of 
the board of directors on 
them. 

He affirmed however, that 
the JIC is ready to study 
any request from the private 
sector to purchase govern- 
ment equity in various com- 
panies at any time. The JIC 
drive towards privatisation 
has not been completely 
successful, however, as the 
corporation did not receive 
any response to offers to 
sell state equity in the 
Arab International Hotels 
(AIH), the Jordan Worsted 
Mills Company (JWMC). 


the Jordan Tobacco and 
Cigarette Company and the 
National Company (Shafa) 
for Food Processing known 
for its tomato paste produc- 
tion. Mr. Bataineh said that 
the corporation is keen on 
offering shares of only suc- 
cessful and profitable com- 
panies to the private sector. 

He indicated that the two 
other alternatives are 
reforming and restructuring 
. struggling companies or 
liquidating them. 

As such, he pointed out. 
the JIC has recently liqui- 
dated the Dar A1 Sha’ab 
Press. Priming. Publishing 
and Distributing Company, 
the Glass Industries Com- 


pany, the Jordan Company 
for TV, Radio and Cinema 
Production and the Jordan 
Timber Processing Compa- 
ny. At present, 

Mr. Bataineh said, the JIC 
is trying to rectify the situa- 
tion of the ailin g Jordan 
Precast Concrete Industry 
by either restructuring it or, 
if unsuccessful, recom- 
manding its liquidation. 
Other companies which are 
being straightened out are 
the Jordan Tourism and Spa 
Complex or Main Spa as it 
is publicly known and the 
consultancy company for 
establishing and maintain- 
ing projects. Mr. Bataineh 
added. 
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A 411 Srom Arabic* jtrt *sts 


Businessmen must become exporters 
instead of importers, buyers — Anani 


** JAWAD AN ANT, a former minister of 
labour, information and industry and 
trade, identified the increased reliance on 
local resources as being one of three fac- 
tors that have caused change in the social 
and psychological behaviour of the Jor- 
danian society. He explained that Jordan 
has been relying on its local resources 
more than any other time before because 
the time of grams and free flow of funds 
to finance public spending has ended. 

“This change js painful and people find 
it hard to accept this easily," Dr. Anani- 
said. He noted that the “Jordanian people 
have also passed through many experi- 
ences and shocks that challenged the 
bases and firm beliefs which they have 
been accustomed to." Specifically, he 
referred to the Gulf war and the Jordanian 
evaluation of that crisis, the peace 
process, the globalisation climate and the 
negotiations to join the World Trade 
Organisation and to sign a partnership 


agreement with the European Union in 
addition to the structural adjustment pro- 
gramme. 

Dr. Anani, a well-known economist and 
analyst, stressed the third factor of 
change by saying that Jordanian busi- 
nessmen are obliged from now on to 
become exporters instead of being 
importers and buyers. 

The former minister emphasised the 
role of highly qualified Jordanian labour 
and expected greater number of expatri- 
ates to return back to work in Arab Gulf 
states. However, he saw the need of those 
countries to be mostly for personnel of 
expertise and specialisations and not for 
those with limited skills who starred to go 
to Israel now. 

Dr. Anani concluded by calling for 
more opportunities to be given to the pri- 
vate sector as not much have been pro- 
vided despite some progress in that direc- 
tion (A1 Aswaq) 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . a^drde, 'Amman 5 ! 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, j 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
L Fax: 810520 J 
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Sou£& & Sedada 

a OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A-M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

T Tmm UtlL^lna 

behind San Rock 
Hotel 


STUDIOHAIG 

Professonal Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pboto 
six* 30% buyer 


* From •al«r»i- 
Mirt 20 x 30 cm 


ShcoisanU- Opp- Gxindltys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 

s 

CROWM HOTEL 

OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOlA 

* TENNIS court 1 

•HEALTH CLUE / 


• sauna a JACU2Z! 


ShebA 

Suites 


m V, COMFORTABLY & 
air-conditioned 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

• FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. 

m SATELLITES A DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE LINES. 

m mRK ON PREMISES. 

• A: HALL. 

spmAiR^io'RTMJMv: 


Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 
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NEAL E S TATE I 


For details please oall 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


TO flDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Ent. 223 


DOLLAR 


MWTAGUT 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 


RgdiG4€*CUt£ 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
„ Sushi 


NOl 

FOR 

.RENT 

\ FLATS 
\VILLAS 


L \ FLAT 

1 N(!LU 

N \ 

I \ 

g SERVICES 

BYBLOS 


(A 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30 -11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


( Interflora Membership } 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers! 


I Um Uthainah 
A, Madina M. Street 
Telefax : ( 811395 )" 


A 
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Dolphins, Packers, 49ers 
win on NFL opening day 


MIAMI (AFP) — Former 
Dallas coach Jimmy 
Johnson, who guided the 
Cowboys to two American 
football titles, took a victo- 
ry he rated as meaningful 
as any in his career Sunday 
in his debut with Miami. 

Johnson was a winner in 
his return to the National 
Football League after two 
seasons working as a tele- 
vision commentator when 
the Dolphins beat New 
England 24-10. 

National Football League 
rookie Karim Abdul- 
Jabbar rushed for i 15 
yards and a touchdown and 
the . Dolphins recovered 
two fumbles for touch- 
downs to subdue the 
Patriots, 

Johnson lifted Dallas 
from 1-15 to two Super 
Bowl crowns in five years 
before leaving in 1 994 and 
spending two years as a 
television commentator. 
He was signed to replace 
Don Shula. ihe winningesi 
NFL coach of all time. 

“I have won a lot of big 
games and gotten a lot of 
game bails.” Johnson said. 
“But this one. in my first 
game and first win as 
coach of the Miami 
Dolphins, means as much 
to me as any won I have 
ever received." 

Miami quarterback Dan 
Marino threw for 176 
yards as the Dolphins 
relied on their running 
game and improved to a 
league-best 23-4 in home 
openers since 1970. Bur 
Miami has not won an NFL 
title since 1974. 

Pittsburgh,' losers ro 
Dallas in January's Super 
Bowl, opened with a 24-9 
defeat at Jacksonville and 
lost linebacker Greg Lloyd 
to a season-ending left 
knee .injury. Mark Brunell 
threw for 212 yards and 
two touchdowns for the tri- 
^ umphant Jaguars. 

NFL action returned to 
Baltimore for the first time 
since 1983 when the debut- 
ing Ravens, formerly the 
Cleveland Browns, beat 
Oakland 19-14. Baltimore 
lost the Colts 12 years ago 
when owner Roben Irsay 
moved them to 
Indianapolis. 

Quarterback Vinnv 
Testaverde ran for one 
touchdown and guided an 
83-yard march for Earnest 
Byner’s winning one-yard 
touchdown run with 7:50 
to play. He completed 19- 
of-33 passes for 254 yards 
and Testaverde scrambled 
nine yards for the first 
touchdown in Ravens' his- 
tory with 39 seconds left in 
the opening period. 

“It is kind of story book 
for the Ravens and 
Baltimore to win this 
game.” Byner said. 

The game was played 
before 64. 1 24 fans at 
memorial stadium, the 
largest crowd for a sporting 
event in Baltimore. 

Jim Harbaugh shook off 
a bruised arm and threw 
two touchdown passes to 
lift Indianapolis past 
Arizona 20-13. making 
Vince Tobin a winner in his 
coaching debut. 

Minnesota reserve quar- 
terback Brad Johnson 
replaced injured starter 
Warren Moon and connect- 
ed with Cris Carter on a 
3 1 -yard touchdown pass 
with 66 seconds remaining 
to beat Detroit 1 7- 1 3. 

Carolina kicker John 
Kasay kicked a club-record 
five field goals and Kern 
Collins threw a pair of 
touchdown passes in the 
Panthers* 29-6 victory over 
Atlanta. African -bom rush- 
er Tim Biakabutuka ran 22 
times for 67 yards in the 
victory. 

John Camcy kicked five 
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Miami Dolphins rookie runningback Karim Abdul-Jabbar (#33) is brought down by 
New England Patriots strong safety Terry Ray after a gain of 12 yards in the first 
quarter. The Dolphins, known as a passing team, unveiled their running game in their 
season opener against the Patriots ( Reuters photo) 



San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Jerry Rice beats New Orleans Saints linebacker 
Mark Fields to the end zone as Rice scores a TD from the 2-vard line on an end 
around in the first quarter of their NFL game (Reuters photo) 


field goals and San Diego 
bear Seaule 2^-7. downing 
the Seahawks for the fifth 
time in a row and ninth in 
the past 10 meetings. 

Brett Favre threw four 
touchdown pusses, three to 
Keith Jackson in the first 
iulf alone, and the Green 
Bay Packers demolished 
Tampa Bay 34-3. Favre. 
the 1995 NFL most valu- 


able player, has recovered 
from an off-season addic- 
tion to painkilling drugs. 

Kansas City quarterback 
Steve Bono threw' two 
touchdown passes and 
Dale Carter made a key 
interception and the Chiefs 
erased an early 1 0-point 
deficit to beat Houston 20- 
19 for a seventh consecu- 
tive opening-day triumph. 


NFL RESULT! 


Indianapolis 20 
Philadelphia 17 
Baltimore 19 
Jacksonville 24 
Kansas Citv 20 
Carolina ' 29. 
Si. Louis 26 

Minnesota 17 
Green. Bay 34 
Miami ’ 24 

Denver 3 1 

San Die«o 29 
S.Francisco 27 


Arizona 13 
Washington 14 
Oakland 14 
Pittsburgh 9 
Houston 1 9 
Atlanta 6 
Cincinnati 16 
Detroit 13 
Tampa Bay 3 
New England 10 
New York Jets 6 
Seattle 7 
New Orleans 1 1 


Rodney Peete threw for 
257 yards and two touch- 
downs in the first half and 
Philadelphia beat 

Washington 17-14. The 
Eagles have won the last 
eight meetings from 
Washington by a total of 29 
points. 

Lawrence Phillips scored 
twice and St. Louis 
downed Cincinnati 26-16 
while Denver routed the 
New York Jets 3 1 -6. 

San Francisco ripped 
New Orleans 27-11. Jerry 
Rice had five receptions 
for S8 yards and scored his 
10th career rushing touch- 
down. extending his NFL 
record with his 157 th 
career touchdown. Steve 
Young completed 1 8 of 29 
passes for 199 yards and 
ran for 52 yards. 

Steve Christie kicked a 
34-vard field goal in over- 
time to give Buffalo a 23- 
20 triumph over the New 
York Giants. 


Top brass 

refuses 

to go after 

Japan’s 

Olympic 

flop 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
top sports officials have 
refused to step down after 
the country’s biggest-ever 
Olympic team came home 
with their worst medal haul 
in 40 years. 

However. Kuniaki 
Yoshida and Eizo 
Kenmotsu. who headed the 
women's volleyball squad 
and the gymnastic ream, 
have been sacked. 

Shuji Yokoyama is also 
stepping down as head of 
the gymnastic association 
after his team came back 
without a medal for the 
first time in 1 1 Olympics. 

Hironoshin Furubashi, 
head of the Japanese 
Olympic Committee, said 
before leaving for Atlanta 
at the head of 3 10 competi- 
tors and 1S9 officials, they 
would bring home 30 
medals, including at least 
five golds. 

Japan won three gold, six 
silver and five bronze 
medals for their poorest 
result since they returned to 
the Olympics at the 1952 
Helsinki Games. But 
Furuhashi is not going. 

Tsutomu Hayashi, execu- 
tive director of the swim- 
ming federation, also 
refused to step down. 

“We don’t have to replace 
officials automatically. We 
can learn from the failure 
for our next challenge.” he 
said. 

The Olympic expedition 
cost 343 million yen ($3.2 
million), half of which 
came from taxpayers’ 
money. 

. . The Olympic committee 
has an annual budget of 2.5 : 
billion yen ($23 million), 
60 per cent covered by the 
state budget 

Furuhashi has won a 
promise from the education 
ministry to allot 15 million 
Yen ($140,000) next year 
for a feasibility study into a 
national training centre. 

Japanese women, who 
dominated world volley- 
ball in the 1960s and 
1970s. won only one pre- 
liminary round match and 
lost four others without 
taking a set. 

Men's Judo head coach 
Yasuhiro Yamashita. who 
had to be restrained from 
beating up a reporter who 
suggested he should take 
the blame for the defeats of 
Japan's Olympic and world 
champions in Atlanta, stays 
in his job. 

The judo team won three 
gold, four silver and one 
bronze medals — account- 
ing for all of Japan’s gold 
medals. 

The women’s swimming 
squad was billed as the 
“strongest in history”. Airi 
Aoyama and Hitomi 
Kashi ma had swum the 
world's fastest 100m and 
200m butterfly times 
before Atlanta. 

But Kashima swam eight 
seconds slower than her 
personal record and the 
other 14 Japanese swim- 
mers who had peaked for 
the national championships 
in April failed to find form. 

“We inrend to make thor- 
ough inquries.” Teruji 
Kokage. the JOC director 
of competitive develop- 
ment, said. 

Bui Suzu Chiba, a 20- 
year-old freestyle swim- 
mer. has already offered an 
explanation. 

“Japanese people are 
really crazy about medals. 

We went there to enjoy 
ourselves." he said. 


Graf’s father to go on trial 


MANNHEIM. GERMANY (AFP) — 
Tennis ace Steffi Grafs father Peter goes 
on trial here Thursday charged with evad- 
ing nearly 20 million marks ($13 million) 
in taxes on his daughter's earnings between 
1989 and 1993. 

The revelations of Graf’s fiscal manoeu- 
vrings through a host ol foreign bank 
accounts have made headlines since his 
arrest a year ago. but the big question still 
to be answered is how much Steffi knew 
about it. 

The 27-year-old darling of the German 
public, which considers her the greatest 
tennis player of all time, has consistently 
denied knowing how her father managed 
the vast fortune she has acquired on her 
way to 20 Grand Slam titles. 

Few people have a kind word to say 
about Peter Graf, a former second hand car 
dealer who is accused of being a bad father, 
greedy beyond measure and an alcohoLic. 
who has come up in the world only because 
of his daughter's talent. 

Even an offer of up to 15 million marks 
in bail failed to get him out of jail pending 
the trial. 

The figures being bandied about are daz- 
zling: Steffi Graf is estimated to have 
earned more than 150 million marks ($100 
million) in prize money and commercial 
deals by the end of last year, since her firsr 
income of $725 in 1982. 


According to German tax authorities, 42 
million marks were never declared to them, 
having been squirrelled away in bank 
accounts in Luxembourg, Lichtenstein and 
the Netherlands, and then invested in the 
Dutch West Indies via the Sunpark Sports 
Company set up in 1987. 

Apart from Steffi's role, the trial of Peter 
Graf. 60. and his tax adviser Joachim 
Eckardt should clear up a few other ques- 
tions. notably the attitude of the German 
authorities. 

State and federal officials and politicians 
are suspected of turning a blind eye to the 
fiddles in order to keep at least some of the 
cash, and not to see a national heroine 
decamp to some tax haven. 

The popular press, which agonises over 
whether Steffi deserves a jail sentence, 
claims a deal will be done, whereby she 
will be wiped clear of all suspicion against 
a payment of ; ust three million marks. 

Official I > the legal procedures launched 
in April 1995 after years of warnings, fines 
and assessments targetted Stefanie Maria 
Graf, professional tennis player, rather than 
her father or Eckhardr. 

But Steffi is not even being called as a 
witness by the prosecution, while her 
father seems prepared to take all the blame. 

However. Eckardt ’s lawyer is less oblig- 
ing. saying a fair trial is impossible without 
her testimony. 



i;*? y-vr 

r # • ■ 

rtini,,, , JU 

E'ia' i '~\r •..•'Vi- i. 


/a 






Peril vian Rogel’ Serrano right) and Bolivian Marcos Etcheveirry struggle for the ball 
during their World Cup qualifying match played in La Paz' Hernando Siies Stadium. 
The game ended in a 0-0 tie (Reuters photo) 

World Cup qualifiers 

Winning start for lloddle as Swiss 
and Bulgarians crash 


PARIS (.AFP) — England 
gave manager Glenn 
Hoddle a perfect baptism as 
coach Sunday as they 
defeated Moldova 3-0 in 
their opening 1998 World 
Cup group two qualifying 
match in Kishinev. 

Once England had found 
their feet on a bumpy pitch. 
Hoddle 's makeshift side, 
shorn of half a dozen regu- 
lars, were rarely threatened 
as they dictated the pace of 
the game throughout in the 
Republican stadium. 

England took the lead on 
24 minutes when 
Middlesbrough striker Nick 
Barmby volleyed home a 
Gary' Neville cross from the 
right with aplomb. And 
within 60 seconds. England 
had gone two up. 

Paul Ince made space on 
the edge of the box and 
flicked the ball up for Paul 
Gascoigne of Rangers to 
score with a looping'header. 

On the hour. Alan Shearer, 
captaining the side for the 
first time, steered home the 
third for his first goal in an 
England shirt away from 
Wembley. 

Gareth Southgate played a 
long ball out of defence. 
Neville's header on caused 
confusion in the Moldovan 
defence and Shearer, the 
world’s most expensive 
footballer, took advantage 
to slide the ball in past 
keeper Romanenco. 

Moldova missed a late 
penalty, awarded for a foul 


by Stuart Pearce, when left 
back Ion Testimitanu blast- 
ed his kick against the 
woodwork. 

But while England, who 
next face Poland at 
Wembley October 9. were 
coasting to their first three 
points on the road to 
France, some of their fellow 
travellers were having a 
rather more exacting time. 

Bulgaria, who reached the 
World Cup semifinals in the 
U.S. two years ago slid to a 
shock 2-1 defeat Sunday in 
Israel, despite taking a 
third-minute lead through 
Krasimir Balakov. 

And Switzerland, who 
reached ihe knockout phase 
of USA 94 but like Bulgaria 
failed to progress beyond 
the group stages of Euro 96 
in England, crashed 1-0 in 
Baku on Saturday to 
Azerbaijan in their opening 
group three game. 

Scotland grabbed a pre- 
cious away point in group 
four after holding Austria to 
a goalless draw in Vienna. 
But Sweden head the group 
after winning 2-1 in Latvia 
with first half efforts from 
Martin Dahlin and Kennet 
Andersson. Vitass- Rimkus 
hit a 56th-minute consola- 
tion in front of a crowd of 
7.000. 

The Swedes now have a 
maximum six points from 
two games, having begun 
with a 5-1 home thrashing 
of Belarus. In the same 
group. Belarus beat Estonia 


CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


JADE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


1 - 0 . 

Northern Ireland began 
their programme disastrous- 
ly by going down 1-0 at 
home to Ukraine in Belfast 
despite dominating posses- 
sion. And Portugal also dis- 
appointed in the same group 
as they eked out a 0-0 draw 
in Armenia. 

Elsewhere, matches gen- 
erally went the form book's 
way. as unpredictable 
Russia, group five rivals of 
Bulgaria, crushed Cyprus 4- 
0. In group one, Denmark 
triumphed 2-0 in Solvenia 
with goals from Nielson and 
Schonberg in the closing 
stages, while Greece saw 
off Bosnia, playing in their 
first world cup tie, 3-0. 

Wales hammered San £ 
Marino 6-0 in group seven 
on Saturday — Dean 
Saunders and Mark Hughes 
scoring twice — while 
group rivals Belgium also 
w'on at home. 2-1 against 
Turkey. 

In South American quali- 
fying action early bn 
Sunday. Ecuador beat 
Venezuela 1-0 in Quito 
belore a 4(3,000 crowd with 
an early goal from Alex 
Aguinaga. 








CINEMA 


TEL 699238 


PLAZA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:45, 11:00 


r CINEMA TEL 677420 ' 

^ C0NC0AD 

CONCORD “1 » 

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

eraser 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Ahmad ZakLJn 

Naser 56 (Arabic) 

Shows: 12:00. 3:15. 5:45. 8:15. 10:45 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

. TEL: 618274 - 618275 

^ — — ^ 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre; 

TEL: 625155 • \ - 

presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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^ n^^ Wt>l -k e C^ 0o k s on 85 polesitter and roolde driver Aiex Zanardi of Italy drives his car on two wheels after 
colliding with P. J. Jones during their Indy Car race In Vancouver. Michael Andretti won the race, Bobbv Rahal 


finished second and Christian Fittipaldi finished third. Zanardi did not finish the race bat was named rookie of 
the year afterwards (Reuters photo) 


Asian Basketball Championship 

Philippines beat Jordan 83-73 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

THE KINGDOM'S under- IS basket- 
ball Monday lost their second match 
at the Asian Junior Basketball Cham- 
pionship currently underway in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia when they went 
down 83-73 (52-37) to the Philippines 
on the second day of the 15-nation 
tournament. 

The result means Jordan is almost 
certainly out of contention for the 
semifinal round and will end up play- 
ing for 5- 15th places after they also 
lost 67-42 to Qatar in their first 
match. 

Only die top two teams in each of 
the four groups will move to the 
semifinal round which starts Thurs- 


day. 

Jordan next plays Singapore in the 
final match of Group 3 Wednesday. 

The other three groups include: 

Group I: Korea, India and Malaysia 

Group 2: China, Kazakhstan, Japan, 
and Bangladesh 

Group 4 : Thailand. Chinese Taipei, 
Iran and Hong Kong. 

The Asian Basketball Confederation 
had placed Jordan atop group three 
after having won third place in their 
first Asian participation last year. The 
team then beat hosts the Philippines in 
the final second 72-71, Singapore 88- 
35, Hong Kong 71-24 , Japan 73- 56 
and Thailand 62-56. They lost twice to 
eventual titleholders South Korea 75- 
61 and 69-51 and to second-placed 
China 88-49 in the semifinal round. 


The record-setting team thus became 
the first Jordanian team to qualify for 
a world championship. 

However, that feat seems impossible 
to repeat this year as Jordan Basket- 
ball Federation officials noted that a 
host of reasons, including the r imin g 
of the tournament for mostly tawjihi 
students as well as the unavailability 
of training facilities and enough fundis 
prevented them from better preparing 
for the 15-team tournament. 

The team includes Tawfiq Marar, 
Iyad Abdeen, Ayman Du'ybes, Bashar 
Huneidi, Mrhef Nabulsi, Ala' Bilbeisi, 
Ra’fat Daraghmeh, Mohammad 
Bashir, Mo’tasem Salameh. Bassam 
Qamhieh. Nihad Madi, Leith Farouqi 
and Omar Abdallac. 


U.S. Open 

Aces high as Sampras, Ivanisevic 
and Philippoussis advance 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
World number one Pete 
Sampras turned up the vol- 
ume on his serve to reach 
the fourth round of the U.S. 
Open tennis championships 
on Sunday along with two 
other big-hitters, Goran 
Ivanisevic and Mark Philip- 
poussis. 

Sampras served 18 aces in 
a 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 victory over 
Russian Alexander Volkov. 
Ivanisevic and Philippous- 
sis had 25 apiece. Ivanise- 
vic in a 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 
(13/11.) victory over Hen- 
drik Dreekmann of Ger- 
many and Philippoussis in a 
6-3, 6-2. 6-4 win over 
French 16th seed Cedric 
Pioline. 

“When I'm serving that 
big, it gives me an opportu- 
nity to be that much more 
aggressive on my return 
games," said Sampras, who 
didn't face a break point in 
the entire match. 

“‘My whole game 
revolves around my service 
percentage. If it was like 
today, I feel I’m tough to 
beat.” 

Sampras, looking for his 
first grand slam of 1996 
after winning at least two 
major titles in each of the 
past three years, set up a 
dangerous clash with 


Philippoussis, 

The 19-year-old Aus- 
tralian has already played 
Sampras in three grand 
slams. He lost to Sampras 
here last year, then stunned 
the American at the Aus- 
tralian Open. Sampras got 
his revenge with a victory 
at Wimbledon. 

Philippoussis, who didn't 
face a break point against 
Pioline, took his total of 
aces for the tournament to 
78. But he says there's 
more to his game than a big 
serve. 

"I have been concentrat- 
ing on other parts of ray 
game,” said the world's 
22nd-ranked player. “When 
I'm serving well, the ball's 
not coming back. I haven't 
got a chance to do some- 
thing else. When the ball 
comes back. I’ll show you I 
can do something else.” 
Ivanisevic, seeded fourth 
and ranked sixth in the 
world, made it into the 
fourth round for only the 
second time in eight U.S. 
Open appearances. 

His 25 aces against 
Dreekmann rook his total 
for the tournament to 52. 

While Philippoussis often 
blasts his serve over at 130 
mph (208 km/h), Ivanisevic 
said speed for him was not 


the key factor in serving 
aces. 

Ivanisevic next faces 
Andrei Medvedev of 
Ukraine, who beat Czech 
Petr Korda 6-2, 6-4. 6-3. 

Two-time U.S. Open 
champion Stefan Edberg 
retied on finesse rather than 
power in a 6-4, 7-6 (7/4), 6- 
1 victory over Paul 
Haarhuis of the Nether- 
lands. 

The stylish Swede, who 
plans to retire later this 
year, looked confident at 
the net, apan from a string 
of four backhand volley 
misses in a row to drop his 
serve in the second set- 

Edberg next plays Briton 
Tim Henman, who upset 
12th-seeded American 
Todd Martin 6-2, 7-6 (7/4). 
6-4. 

Martin served his first 
double fault of the match to 
give Henman match point 
in the 10th game of the final 
set. Henman then beat him 
with a forehand passing 
shot to become the first 
Briton to reach the fourth 
round of the U.S. Open 
since John Lloyd in 1984. 

French veteran Goy For- 
get advanced with a 6-2, 7- 
5, 4-6, 4-6, 6-0 victory over 
20-year-old Sjeng Schalken 
of the Netherlands. He will 


play Spain’s Alex Corretja, 
who beat Sweden’s Jonas 
Bjorkman 6-2, 4-6, 4-6. 6- 
4, 6-3. 

Women’s Olympic cham- 
pion Lindsay Davenport, 
the eighth seed, saw a 16- 
match winning streak end 
as unseeded Linda Wild 
beat her 6-2. 3-6, 6-0 in the 
women's fourth round. 

In the quarterfinals, world 
number 32 wild will face 
fourth-seeded Spaniard 
Conchita Martinez, who 
heat Swede Asa Carlsson 6- 
2 . 6 - 1 . 

Second-seeded Monica 
Seles booked a quarterfinal 
berth with a 7-5. 6-0 victo- 
ry over Sandrine Testud of 
France. 

Testud served for the first 
set at 5-4 but was broken 
without having a set point. 
That gave Seles the only 
opening she needed. 

The 22-year-old Ameri- 
can, who is nursing a shoul- 
der injury that affects her 
serve, won that game and 
nine more to take the 
match. 

In the quarters Seles will 
face South African Amanda 
Coetzer. who beat Ameri- 
can Lisa Raymond 6-4, 6-1. 


CAR FOR SALE "UN 


EXCELLENT OPPORITJNnY 
FIAT 2000 CC FULLY AUTOMATIC 
PRICE JD 4 44 4 


DUTY' 



TEL 829014 - 821884- 



FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
Studio - One bedroom & tuio bedrooms 

CH & telephone. 

Annual rent 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 
Tel: 667862 - 642351 


Barcelona triumph in season opener 


MADRID (AFP) — Peren- 
nial ■ . powerhouses 

Barcelona got off to a 'fly- 
ing start when they won 4-2 
away to Oviedo in the 
opening round of the Span- 
ish League on -Sunday. 

The Catalan dub, now 
being coached by former 
England manager Bobby 
Robson, scored four times 
in a frenetic second half 
that saw six goals in all 
after a goalless first half. 

Defending champions 


Atletico Madrid also started 
the season with an impres- 
sive victory, downing Celta 
Vigo 2-0 with strikes from 
Argentine striker Juan 
Eduardo Esnaider and 
Spanish international Kiko 
in the five minutes after 
halftime. 

Tenerife, who sold lead- 
ing scorer Juan Antonio 
Pizzi to Barcelona during 
the summer, had no trouble 
finding the net in his 
absence. They had six dif- 
ferent scorers in a 6-0 tri- 


umph at home to Com-, 
postella- that took.-them..to 
the top of the standings. 

Real Madrid drew 1-1 at 
Deportivo La Coruna. 



FOR RENT 1 

f rdat yrttfTf 


Please Call 864546 


INDEPENDENT FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting o! 3 bedrooms, spacious sitting area, spacious 
salon, dining room, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 2 verandas, big 
garden, garage. Location: Medina Monawara Str., behind the 
Chinese Restaurant, Villa No. 8. 

Please call Mr. Husain at Tel: 844809 ext 11 
between 6:00 a.m.. - 2:00 p.m. and 4-8 p.m. 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Furnished house consists of three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
telephone, separate heating, maid’s room and bath. West 
Amman overlooking beautiful view and quiet area 500m, east 
of Royal Stables, Al Hummar Housing Estate. Rent: JD 6,000 
Contact Tel. No. 847927 


FOR RENT 
FURNISHED VILLA 
IN SHMEISANI 


TEL: 693458 


Under Die Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 

Noor Al Hussein Foundafion/Theatre-in-Education Programme 
in Cooperation With the Embassy of Chile 
The Middle East and Commodore Hotels and Experts Tours 
Proudly present for the Second time in Jordan 


BfoCHI 

FOLKLORE BALLET 
OF CHILE 


The Folkloric Ballet Troupe of Chile 

With a new spectacular performance to be 
held atAl-Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium/ 
University of Jordan on: 


Tickets are available at NHF l 
Theatre Programme TeL 606992/3 
Experts Tours, Haya Cultural 
Centre, Middle East Hotel and at 
the stage door. 


Monday, 2nd September 1996 at 8:00 pan. 
Tuesday, 3rd September 1996 at 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday. 4th September 1996 at 8:00 . 


<PJ ! 3 4J<PJ3 4J<PJ3 4J<PJ3 4J<P./1 


Announcement 


Enmesjbr.tjie Theoryand Practical Examination of the Associated- Board of 
the R g yal Schools of Music will be accepted from 7 to M September' 1 996' 

The practical examination will be held in Amman next November, December 1996.."’ 

For registration and further information about syllabuses and regulations, 
please contact the local representative : 

The National Music Conservatory l Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Jabel Amman, Atlyat Building . Behind the Embassy of Kuwait 
P.O.Box 926687 , Amman I Jordan 
. Tel. 687620 , Fax 68762 1 

^ E Mail: NMC_NHF@NET5.COM.JO 


ASSOCIATED BOARD 

OF THF. ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 




A GREAT SEPTEMBER EVENT 

FOR JORDANIANS S FOREIGN RESIDENTS 
ONLY JD 28 PER PERSON SHARING A TWIN ROOM 
INCLUDING GOVT. TAX & SERVICE CHARGE 
PRICE INCLUDES BUFFET DINNER & BREAKFAST 
CHILDREN STAYING IN PARENTS ROOM FREE (MAX. 2 CHILD) 

THE GRAND VIEW HOTEL 
PETRA 

150 SPACIOUS ROOMS. ALL WITH QUEE ^ 

AfC MINI-BAR. TV, SAT. & VIDEO. FULLY-EQUIPPED PRIVATE 
BATHROOM, DIRECT TELEPHONE * LAUNDRY SERV,CE - 

THE CAFE ROYAL RESTAURANT 
THE SUNSET LOUNGE 
THE EAGLE'S NEST BAR 
SWIMMING POOL. TERRACE S SNACKBAR 
BILLIARD ROOM 
BOOKSHOP 

TRAVEL OFFICE & INFORMATION DESK 
TEL: 652415/6 FAX: 652417 | 


announcement 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
announces the establishment of 

MIDDLE EAST CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

Musical Director: Jean Philippe Rouchon 

The Orchestra seeks to fill 14 vacancies for: 

9 violins 
2 violas 
2 cellos 
I bass 

All candidates must sit for a competition to be held on fO September 1996 
at the National Music Conservatory. The competition requires all 
candidates to perform one compulsory piece in addition to a piece of the 
candidate's choice. The program of the selection examination can be 
obtained from the National Music Conservatory. 


Interested candidates are requested to submit their C.V. to the 
National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620, fax: 687621, 




*• - V. 


T o .V.jivS i t T h e 

MIDDLE EAST 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE FAIR 


AT 

Amman International 
Exhibition Centre 



MarjAl-Hamam 

From 1 - 6 Sept. 1996 
Opening Hours 4.00 PM - 10.00 PM 


Business, Trade & Specialised Only 

Participants From : 

Jordan , Italy Istltuto Nazionaale 
Peril Commercio Estero , Syria , 
Czech Rep . & Brazil 

OFRGSX N/SED BY ; 





p . -UMWERSAL exhibitions corp. 

- 683882 Fax . 683882 
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Israel opens new road 
for settlers in West Bank 

Extremists want to revive Gush Emunim bloc, say 
they might have erred in backing Netanyahu 


«- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
Israel inaugurated on Monday a major new 
road linking Jerusalem to the Gush Etzion 
bloc of settlements near Hebron in the 
southern West Bank. 

Ariel Sharon, the minister of national 
infrastructure and a hardline proponent of 
expanding Jewish settlements in Palestinian 
territories, presided over the ceremony at 
the entrance to the road on the southern 
outskirts of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Sharon, who has been sidelined from 
key policymaking by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, chided the premier 
for his readiness' to meet with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. 

Asked about reports the summit was 
imminent Mr. Sharon replied: “This is a 
happy occasion today and I am involved in 
serious things. I don't want to talk about 
that meeting." 

The new route represents the most ambi- 
tious project yet to permit Israelis to travel 
to and from settlements without passing 
through Palestinian-controlled zones. 

Running through mountainous terrain, the 
route includes two tunnels, one of them 
900 metres long running under the 
Palestinian village of Bet Sahur near 
Bethlehem, and a 350-metre bridge. 

The project was launched five years ago 
when die right was last in power and Mr. 
Sharon was housing and construction min- 
ister, but it was pursued by his Labour suc- 
cessor, Benjamin Ben Eliezer. 

The road inauguration coincides with 
growing Palestinian and international con- 
cern over the settlement policy of Mr. 
Netanyahu and the right-wing coalition 
government which took office in June. 

The government announced last month 
that it was lifting a four-year-old freeze on 


most new settlement construction and sub- 
sequently approved the construction of hun- 
dreds of new homes for settlers, mostly in 
the Jerusalem region. 

Meanwhile, a Jewish settler leader called 
Monday for the revival of Gush Emunim, 
the extremist religious group which in the 
1980s demanded Israel's annexation of set- 
tlements in the occupied territories. 

“We may have made a mistake in support- 
ing Benyamin Netanyahu," settler leader 
Israel Harel said. 

“We have been disappointed by his poli- 
cies and ideology." he said, “and we should 
consider reviving Gush Emunim as an 
opposition force which can put the govern- 
ment in its place ” 

Founded in 1974, Gush Emunim. or the 
bloc of the fsiithful. spearheaded the build- 
ing of Jewish settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, but faded during the 1980s 
after some of its members became involved 
in the activities of a clandestine Jewish anti- 
Arab terrorist network. 

“The reality does not correspond to what 
we had expected from this government," 
Mr. Harel said. Five months ago Mr. Harel 
started a large movement of settlers and 
religious Jews in support of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s May 29 election bid. 

The spokesman of the Israeli settlers 
council. Aharon Domb. said that “Harel 
represents his own personal point of view, 
which, however, is worth looking at." 

Mr. Netanyahu's administration hopes to 
modify the autonomy accords signed with 
the Palestinians by the previous left-wing 
Labour government. 

It has made several symbolic gestures 
towards the settlers but has not really 
relaunched settlement in the Palestinian ter- 


Two killed in Sudanese 
rioting over bread shortage 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Two 
people were killed and seven 
injured in angiy demonstrations 
t|jat broke out in the Sudanese 
capital over a bread shortage. 
Sudan's Interior Ministry said 
Monday. 

Police opened fire Sunday 
when students poured into the 
streets of central Khartoum and 
surrounded government build- 
ings, yelling anti-government 
slogans, according to the 
London-based Arabic daily Al 
Hayot 

A woman student died in the 
police gunfire and a govern- 
ment truck driver was believed 
to have been shot to death by 
the rioters. Al Hayat said. 

The severe bread shortage in 
Khartoum and its min city of 
Omdurman starred Saturday 
when bakery owners shut their 
shops to protest a government 
order to reduce bread prices by 
an average of 10 per cent. 

The bakers complained the 
government did not order a 
similar cut in wheat prices or 
deliver promised wheat rations. 


On Monday, the Sudanese 
Interior Ministry, which is 
responsible for police, reported 
the two deaths. A ministry 
statement also said seven peo- 
ple, including three police offi- 
cers, were wounded. 

It said the incident resulted 
from “an emergency shortage 
of bread which was caused by a 
misunderstanding of directives 
issued by Khartoum state 
regarding pricing." 

“Some people attempted to 
take advantage of the situation 
by engaging in riots ... which 
prompted the police force to 
intervene to keep the peace,” 
the statement added. 

On Sunday, government and 
bakery representatives agreed 
to price “high-quality bread" in 
line with wheat prices, but it 
was not clear if bakeries opened 
Monday. 

Sudan is one of Africa’s poor- 
est countries struggling under 
the economic strains of a 13- 
veor civil war in the south and a 
foreign debt of more than SI5 
billion. 


Small quantities of bread 
appeared in the markets on 
Monday and heavy rain 
overnight helped keep people 
indoors. 

In an apparent sign of differ- 
ences within the government 
over the bread affair. Finance 
Minister Abdul Wahhab Osman 
said he was not consulted on 
the new bread pricing policy. 

In an interview with die 
newly established Arabic daily 
Alwan he criticised the policies 
of the Khartoum provincial 
government as contrary to the 
policies of economic liberation. 
“Control is the way to scarcity, 
the blackmarket and corrup- 
tion." the minister said. 

“It is better for the public to 
get high prices with abundance 
than high prices with scarcity,” 
he added. 

He suggested the Khartoum 
province authorities confine 
their activities to checking 
weights and curbing the activi- 
ties of middlemen, whom he 
accused of raising the price of 
bread after it has left the baker. 
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Israeli soldiers patrol the West Bank entrance of a newly-opened tunnel and bridge network linking the 
large Gush Etzion settlement block to Jerusalem built at a cost of more than $40 million (Reuters photo) 


‘Bonn paid 
Hizbollah for 
two Israeli 
corpses’ 

BONN (AFP) — The German 
government paid S25 million 
to the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrilla movement 
as pan of a deal on behalf of 
the Israeli government for the 
return of the bodies of two 
Israeli soldiers handed over in 
July, Bild newspaper reported 
Mon-day. A government spok- 
esman. however, formally 
denied the report to AFP as 
“incorrect" 

The report also said that Iran 
played an “important role" in 
the deal, which was negotiated 
by the German government’s 
secret services coordinator 
Bemd Schm-idbauer, a close 
aide of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. 

Bild said that Hizbollah first 
demanded $50 million, while 
Bonn offered only S15 million. 
Bur, the paper quoted a senior 
Israeli diplomat as saying, after 
further negotiations, the two 
sides finally agreed on a sum of 
S25 million plus supplies of 
medical equipment worth 
another S18 million. 

The usually well-informed 
mass-circulation daily said that 
in the event 55 million never 
reached the Hizbollah leader- 
ship. having been apparently 
creamed off by middlemen. 

Bild also stated the German 
government had offered to pay 
a similar amount to the guerril- 
la movement for the release of 
Israeli pilot Ron Arad, but 
added that Hizbollah had 
apparently indicated it had no 
information on Arad’s fate. 


U.N. mandates are questionable 
for intervention in northern Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Bv hinting al military action 
in response to Iraq’s offen- 
sive against Kurds in iLs 
northern provinces, the 
Clinton administration is 
basing a potential use of 
force on murky internation- 
al legal grounds. 

The United States for sev- 
eral years has invoked U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
688, which in April 1991 
condemned the Iraqi gov- 
ernment's repression of 
minorities, as an underpin- 
ning for creating no-fly 
zones in the north and the 
southern pans of the coun- 
try. 

U-S. officials argue now 
that Erbil, u stronghold of 
one Kurdish faction overran 
by Iraqi ground forces on 
Saturday, violates that reso- 
lution. 

But Resolution 6SS. 
while encouraging wide- 
spread relief aid to the 
Kurds by international 
organisations after the Gulf 
war, did not specifically set 
up a safe haven off limits to 
Iraqi troops. It also deliber- 
ately excluded military' 
force. 

China had threatened to 
veto any measure that 
would justify foreign mili- 
tary intervention during the 
debate on the resolution 


which France’s late presi- 
dent. Francois Mitterrand, 
insisted the council adopt. 

In subsequent years, the 
United States and its allies 
kept iheir dealings with Iraq 
on the no-fly zones away 
from the Security Council, 
thereby giving credence to 
those who maintained the 
West was stretching the 
interpretation of Resolution 
68 8 . 

But at the same time, most 
council members turned a 
blind eye to exclusionary 
zones, with many states 
believing that allied protec- 
tion was necessary to pre- 
vent a humanitarian cata- 
strophe that followed the 
Gulf war. which the U.N. 
authorised. The rhen-Soviel 
Union supported the zones. 

“It’s a measure of Iraq's 
isolation and unpopularity 
that states are treating this 
as an exceptional case" one 
senior envoy said at the 
time. 

Nevertheless, the United 
States will have difficulties 
in crafting any kind of 
Security Council statement 
that might approve military 
action or obliquely lend cre- 
dence to it. 

U.S, officials have been 
consulting privately with 
key council members all 
weekend. According to one 


council envoy, the legal 
mandate for council consid- 
eration is "one of the ques- 
tions under discussion, 
depending on what the 
United States decides to 
do." 

Resolution 688 was 
adopted when Kurds in the 
north and Shiites in the 
south rose up against 
Saddam Hussein's govern- 
ment in the spring of 1991 
after the Gulf war. The 
Kurds fled to Turkey and 
Iran, pursued by Iraqi troops 
and strafed from the air. 
prompting a worldwide out- 
cry. 

Shortly afterwards the 
allies as well as U.N. 
humanitarian groups moved 
in to provide shelter for the 
Kurds and Iraq was warned 
not to fly any aircraft over 
the area. 

In the summer of 1992, 
the allies cited the same res- 
olution when they banned 
Iraq from flying over the 
southern marshes where 
Shiite rebels were hiding. 

But even in early 1993 
when President Bill Clinton 
launched a raid on Iraqi 
missile batteries in the 
south, the council made sure 
its statements ignored the 
bombing. 

Iraq, however, has fre- 
quently pointed out the legal 


difficulties and did so again 
over the weekend. 

“The no-fly zone north of 
36th Parallel and the use of 
hammer force (Operation 
Provide Comfort) using 
Turkish bases is rather a 
unilateral decision by the 
Ignited States. Britain and 
France and not part of a res- 
olution issued by the U.N. 
Security Council." said 
Saad Qassim Hammoudi, 
head of the ruling Baath 
Party's foreign relations 
office. 

Iraqi troops, backed by 
armour and artillery, inter- 
vened on Saturday on the 
side of Massoud Barzani. 
leader of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party i KDP). to 
recapture the Kurdish 
stronghold of Erbil from 
Jalal Talabani of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
IPUK). who is favoured by 
Iran. 

The Kurds now number 
more than 25 million and 
ore spread across the com- 
mon border of Turkey. Iraq 
and Iran. In addition to Iraq, 
which used poison gas 
against Kurds in 1988. 
Turkey and Iran have con- 
ducted military campaigns 
against them within their 
respective territories. 


Arafat accelerates release 
of opponents of peace process 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat has 
released 122 detainees, 
many of them suspected 
militants, from West Bank 
jails in the past month, 
Palestinian officials said 
Monday. 

Of those, S4 were freed in 
the past three days, said 
Brigadier Haj Ismail Jaber. 
Palestinian police comman- 
der in the West Bank. 

Brig. Jaber said commit- 
tees had been formed ro 
review the files of all 
detainees. 

The releases were likely to 
anger Israel which has 
demanded that Mr. Arafat 
rein in the militants who 
have been responsible for a 
series of bloody attacks on 
Israelis. 

A Palestinian security 
official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said 
Monday that a total of 122 
detainees had been freed 
over the past month, includ- 
ing 43 from the jail in 
Nablus. 53 from the lockup 
in Jenin and 26 from 
Ramallah prison. 

Some 220 suspected mili- 
tants remain in detention, 
including many who would 
eventually be charged with 
illegal weapons possession, 
another security official 
said. 


Mr. Arafat's security 
forces had rounded up some 
900 activists in the militant 
groups Hamas and Islamic 
jihad in the spring in 
response to four suicide 
bombings in Israel. 

The sources said the 26 
freed Sunday from the 
Ramallah jail signed "a 
promise not to violate 
Palestinian National 

Authority policy." 

"More will be released 
soon as they are cleared by 
investigations of any wrong- 
doing." a security source 
said. 

Palestinian officials will 
not say how many of the 
militants remain in PNA 
jails, but they were believed 
to number fewer than 200. 

Yassin may be freed 

A Israeli cabinet minister 
said on Sunday there may 
soon be an announcement 
about whether the Jewish 
state will free Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin, wheelchair- 
bound founder of the 
Hamas organisation. 

Internal Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani, asked if 
Israel planned to release the 
ailing cleric, said late on 
Sunday: “I think you'll soon 
hear tidings on this subject." 

Sheikh Yassin, 60, is serv- 
ing a life sentence for order- 


ing attacks by Hamas mili- 
tants against Israeli targets. 
Though jailed since 1989. 
he remains the spiritual 
leader of Hamas. 

Responding to a reporter’s 
suggestion Sheikh Yassin’s 
release might be announced 
as parr of an expected meet- 
ing in the near future 
between Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Mr. Arafat. Mr. Kahalani 
said: 

“If I were the prime min- 
ister. I would say different 
things, at the moment I am 
only internal security minis- 
ter. and, as such. I assume 
that soon you will hear a 
more orderly announcement 
on the matter.” He declined 
to elaborate. Mr. Arafat has 
repeatedly demanded 

Sheikh Yassin be released 
on humanitarian grounds. 

In July, following the 
recovery of the body of Dan 
Saadon. an Israeli soldier 
kidnapped by Hamas seven 
years ago. Israel said it 
would consider freeing 
Sheikh Yassin. 

An Israeli military court 
convicted and sentenced 
Sheikh Yassin for ordering 
the kidnap and killing of 
Saadon and another soldier. 

Saadon's body was recov- 
ered with the aid of informa- 
tion supplied by the PNA. 


U.N. delays Iraqi oil plans 
over fears for staff safety 


UNITED NATIONS 

(Agencies) — Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali has 
put off plans to implement 
an oil-for-food deal that 
would allow Baghdad to 
reenter oil markets for the 
first time in six years. 

“He decided to hold oft.” 
said chief U.N. spokes- 
woman Sylvannu Foa. 
“Security for the staff is the 
main problem." 

"The situation in nonhem 
Iraq right now is extremely 
tense and he doesn't feel he 
can send people into a situ- 
ation like that.” she said. 

The oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. signed on May 20 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations, permits Baghdad 
to sell $2 billion wonh of 
oil over six months in order 
to buy food and medicine 
for its people, hard-hit by 
six-years of U.N. trade 
sanctions. 

The embargo was 
imposed in August 1990 
shortly after Baghdad's 
troops invaded Kuwait. 

Ms. Foa also said that 
Iraq's Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz had 
assured Dr. Ghali in a tele- 
phone call that Baghdad's 
troops had been told to 
withdraw from the Kurdish 
areas where they captured 
the city of Erbil on 
Saturday. 

Mr. Aziz reported that the 
situation was calm in Erbil. 
an “assessment that has 
been confirmed by U.N. 
headquarters in Baghdad." 
Ms. Foa added. 


President Bill Clinton has 
already called several world 
leaders to discuss a “course 
of action" in response to 
the Iraqi military onslaught 
against one faction of rebel 
Kurds in northern Iraq, the 
White House said. 

Dr. Ghali, in a statement 
issued by Ms. Foa’s office, 
said he hud “decided to 
delay the deployment of 
certain personnel who will 
supervise the implementa- 
tion of Resolution 9S6." a 
reference to the document 
that sets out the oil-for-food 
plan. 

The programme had been 
expected to be implemented 
within the next two weeks, 
presumably after the arrival 
of 14 oil monitors sent by 
the Dutch -based Saybolt 
Company and 32 customs 
officials fielded by the 
Britain's Lloyd's Register. 

An advance team to make 
arrangements for the oil 
monitors arrived in 
Baghdad late last week, but 
the 14 had been expected to 
leave this week. U.N. offi- 
cials said. 

In order to the plan to be 
implemented. Dr. Ghali 
must assure the Security* 
Council that all arrange- 
ments are in place, includ- 
ing the first group of moni- 
tors to be stationed in the 
north as well as the rest of 
the country. 

Said one key Security 
Council envoy: "He has pul 
the thing on ice for the time 
being, which is very sensi- 
ble on prudency and politi- 


cal grounds." 

But diplomatic sources 
said one other detail was 
still open — arrangements 
for an escrow account to be 
set up at France's Banque 
Nationale de Paris. 
Arrangements for this have 
to be approved by a 
Security Council committee 
and the United States could 
delay approval, they said. 

The United Nations even- 
tually intends to send a total 
of 260 foreign monitors to 
Iraq for the deal, with about 
900 Iraqis hired as support 
staff. 

Turkey sees delay 

Turkish Energy Minister 
Recai Kutan said on 
Monday he expected a 
delay "for sometime" in the 
flow of Iraqi oil through a 
trans-Turkish pipeline 
under a United Nations deal 
because of latest incidents 
in the Kurdish north Iraq. 

“I think the oil flow will 
be delayed for sometime. 
But we will make efforts 
that it is flowed by Sept 
15. as we expected earlier." 
he told Reuters. 

"We are in liaison with the 
foreign ministry but the pic- 
ture in the northern Iraq is 
not clear yet." he said. He 
made no further comments. 

Iraq would sell more than 
half of its oil throueh the 
Turkish pipeline. 

Turkey has repeatedly 
said the oil would flow 
through the pipeline bv 
Sept. 15. J 
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Love temples 
cracking under the 
strain of jet noise 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
The future of a cluster of 
exotic Indian temples ded- 
icated to the an of love is 
all up in the air, a newspa- 
per reported Monday. 
Archaeological experts 
blame overflying aircraft 
for cracks which have 
appeared in foundations of 
the temples, built by 
medieval Hindu warriors 
between the ninth and 
12th centuries. Now. 
according to the Pioneer 
newspaper, monsoon rains 
have seeped through the 
cracks and are further 
eroding the base of 23 
temples of love at 
Khajuraho in the central 
Indian state of Madhya 
Pradesh. The archaeologi- 
cal survey of India, the 
official curators of 
Khajuraho, confirmed the 
threat to the temples, say- 
ing sandstone repairs had 
failed to stop the buildings 
from crumbling. Iron gird- 
ers have rusted, while 
resin injected in the cracks 
had not been strong 
enough to bond the brittle 
rock, the daily quoted 
curators as saying in state 
capital of Bhopal. The 
complex is visited every 
year by thousands of local 
and Western tourists, built 
to represent Indo-Arian an 
by a Hindu warrior 
dynasty that ruled the 
plains of the Indian sub- 
continent for centuries. 
Some of the sculptures 
depict the Hindu dictio- 
nary of erotica, the Kama 
Sutra, while others portray 
pomographical postures. 
Only 23 of the 85 temples 
of love originally built are 
still standing. 

Swedish leftist 
confesses to 
alcohol problems 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 

The head of Sweden’s for- 
mer Communist Left Party 
admitted Monday she had . . 
alcohol problems and was ... - . - 
seeking treatment. “There ;-* \ 
are moments when I lose 

all perception." Gudrun — 

Schymarc appearing visi- 3 o 0s enrt< , 

bly ill at ease, confessed as 

on television. She blamed ; ; . 

the problems on the pres- " ■ 

sure of her job and person- . 

al difficulties. However 

she said she did not want 1 

to leave her post at the Z^.. ; 

helm of the Left Party. ; 

which supports Sweden’s 

minority Social r * ’ 

Democratic government. 

The 48-year-old Ms. ^ . 

Schyman's party, which ®*Wl. 
won 6.2 per cent of the Sovglyuk 
vote in 1994 general elec- ^ y 
tions, has said it will make 
a decision shortly on a 
treatment for her. TV2 ... ■ . . 

television said she would y m ■ . 

undergo treatment in a 
rehabilitation centre. v* 


Rejected Scots 
bagpiper emigrates 
in a huff 

PERTH, Scotland (R) — 
His neighbours call it 
noise pollution and local 
authorities say it's as bad 
as irghetto blaster, so bag* 
piper Gary Stronach says 
he is taking his music 
where it will be appreciat- 
ed — the United States. 
Mr. Stronach, one of only 
25 professional bagpipe 
teachers in Scotland, said 
he would give lessons at a 
University in Virginia after 
his local council told him 
he could not practise at 
home. “I am really angry 
with ray neighbours," Mr. 

Stronach s^d. “I don’t 
think it is the volume of 
noise that is the problem 
but the amount of time 
that I practise. I have to 
put in three or four hours a 
day" A spokesman for 
Perth and Kinross council 

was unsympathetic. 

“There are no set rules as 
to what constitutes noise 
pollution — there is no 
difference between some- 
one playing the bagpipes 
and a ghetto-blaster,” He 
said. 
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